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Foreword
This volume has been prepared in the hopes that it will serve to
preserve much of the information about, and flavor of, the times of early
Benson , Nebraska. The information has been gleaned by members of the
Benson Historical Society from newspapers, photographs, and local
historians. But most especially, information has come from the
memories of those persons remaining who grew up in those times, or
who remember the experiences that their parents and grandparents
related to them.
Every effort has been made to check the accuracy of the information
presented. It is realized that some important facts may not have been
unearthed, and some information may have been abbreviated due to lac k
of space to present it all.
It is hoped that those who read this will gain some insight into the efforts which our predecessors made to build Benson into a vital community. It is to these people - mostly unnamed and unknown - who devoted
their lives to making an even better community for succeeding generations, that we dedicate this history.

Benson Centennial Committee
Co-Chairmen : Darlene Jensen
Donald H. Albright, R.P.
Co-Editors: Rosemary Parenteau
Maxine Albright
Stuart Pospisil
Resident Historian: Ernest Tindell
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P R 0 C L A MA T I 0 N

City of Omaha
Omaha/ Dou&Ju Ovlc Ccnccr

1819 Farnam S1 recc
Omaha, Nrbraska 6818J
(402) H4·7000

WHEREAS ,

On March 4, 1887, Erastus A. Benson took the initial
steps t o form the town t oday known as Benson; and ,

WHEREAS,

through the years, Benson cit izens have become
we ll-known for their neighborhood pride and
cooperation ; and ,

WHEREAS,

in 191 7, Benson wa s annexed to the City of Omaha,
and continues t o make notable co ntributions to our
community; and ,

WHEREAS,

today ' s celebra tion kicks-off a year of festivities
to commemo r ate the l OOth anniversary of Benson , one
of t he n a tion's f inest cities .

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bernie Simon , Mayor of the City of Omaha,
do he r eby proclaim 1987 as
BENSON'S CENTENNIAL YEAR
in Omaha.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the Of fi cia l
Seal of the City of Omaha to be affixed this 6th day
of March, 1 987 .

~~
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The Benson Flag

The design of this flag was the creation of John Brickels, who
then li ved at 5849 Hamilton. The Benson Community Council and the
Benson Commercial Club sponsored a contest in 1981 to design a flag
as a comm unity spirit project.
John Bri ckels' design came from his interpretation of Benson 's
past and Benson 's future, as he explained:
" Thi s Butterfly design is actually two letter " Bs". The left
" B" faces Benson's past, the right " B" faces its future. The
butterfly design represents the metamorphosis that Benson has
undergone from the days when Mr. Benson maintained a buffalo
herd and trolley to attract potential home buyers, to its
healthy present day status ."
The flag was first flown in the fall of 1981 , along with the
American flag, at a special ceremony held by the new flagpole at
58th and Maple Streets. The American flag had been flown over the
United States Capitol Building, and was a gift from 2nd
District Congressman, Hal Daub.
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From Buffalo Pasture to City ...

t'

Benson Historical Society flies
The south side of Maple between 61st and 62nd Streets, probably
taken in the late 1890s.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The south side of Maple between 61st and 62nd, about 1907.

John Savage photo · Omaha from the Air Series, 1946
The Benson business district, looking west on Maple Street. lm·
manuel Lutheran Church is at the extreme left. Note the diagonal
parking on Maple.
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Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Looking northwest on Military Avenue from Maple Street.
Steinberg Brothers' Grocery is on the left, next to Peter Gravert's
elevator. The Palace Confectionery is in the house across the
street. Buildings in the center, at the curve of Military, probably in·
elude the Gem Theater and the old Town Hall.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Looking west on Maple Street from 60th Avenue about 1920. The
Hotel European was in the building on the southwest corner of the
intersection.

"Main Street," Benson, Nebraska, - 100 years later.

Erastus Benson
Erastus Benson founded a town in which he never
lived, never held office, and never located a pl ace of
business. Yet it was his belief in home ownership as
the solid foundation of a town that greatly influenced the growth and stability of the Benson community. It has been said that at one time, over 90 % of
the residents of Benson were homeowners.
Lured by the prospect of land investments,
Erastus Benson came to Omaha in 1886. The 32-yearold had already had a career in teaching, newspaper
editing and practicing law in Iowa. Benson 's parents
had been well-to-do landowners in Virginia, but
some years before the Civil War his father, not
believing in slavery, freed his slaves and moved
west. The Bensons eventually settled in Grand View,
Iowa. Erastus Benson, born in 1854, received his early education at Grand View Academy. He attended
Iowa Wesleyan College and studied law at the
University of Iowa.

Erastus Benson, founder of Benson, Nebraska.

Upon arriving in Omaha, Benson saw a bustling
town with growing pains. Every day brought new demand for housing, new parcels of land divided into
lots, and new real estate firms. Benson soon became
associated with Clifton E. Mayne, a flamboyant realtor who was gaining a reputation for new and innovative methods of conducting real estate business.
Mayne was the first to have a staff of twenty or more
salesmen, all of whom he outfitted with the lightest
buggies and fastest horses so that prospective
customers would not realize the distance that they
were covering to reach the new developments.
Mayne also had a flair for publicity- he would
hire a fleet of carriages or sleighs and transport all of
his employees around the city or to the Benson and
Mayne Real Estate office in Council Bluffs. Each
vehicle would sport a huge sign advertising the company. More publicity came from the newspaper accounts which reported that people along the way
cheered and clapped as the procession passed by.
One of Erastus Benson's first investments was his
purchase of the John Creighton farm. When he
platted his townsite, he named a street " Mayne"
after his associate. Later, the name evolved into
Main Street before being called Maple Street.
Purchasing the Creighton farm was the first of
many real estate transactions for Benson. He went
on to develop numerous tracts in Omaha, including
the Clairmont addition that is north and west of 45th
and Grant Streets. He was said to have paid taxes on
more than 1,000 pieces of property, mostly residential , and that five of every 100 property owners in
Omaha had purchased their homes from him.
His success demonstrated a shrewd sense of
business, but Mr. Benson also showed that he was a
philanthropist. When he laid out Benson, he set
aside land for a school , donated land and paid for a
town hall, donated ten acres to the Sisters of Mercy
for St. James Orphanage and provided land for
Mount Hope Cemetery.
A business transaction designed to benefit him
brought unexpected benefit to some property
owners in Benson. When the directors of St. James'
Orphanage requested that a water main be laid from
Mayne Street north to the orphanage, Benson went
before the city council with a proposal to run the line
from Military Avenue and McKinley (Wirt) to the orphanage. Since this would take it through some land
that he wished to develop, he offered to pay the
assessment for all property involved.
Benson held a firm belief that a transit system was
essential to the development of the town. He bore
the expense of keeping his streetcar line running
during its unsteady growth.
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... "Did you never give your money
To a man who put on airs,
And find that all he 'd lett you
Was certificates of shares?"
... "Can you say you never witnessed
A tool and money part?
Did you never buy a gold brick?
Now honest, cross your heart?"
Benson, who wrote poetry as a hobby, probably
did not get his inspiration to pen the above lines
from having bought a "gold brick", but he did preserve a stack of certificates of stock valuable only as
a remembrance of the International Novelty Company that he organized in 1893 to sell the first moving picture machines in the nation. On a trip to New
York in 1888, Benson visited Thomas Edison at his
laboratory in New Jersey. From that meeting came
an arrangement that put Benson in the phonograph
concession business and then in the business of
showing moving pictures. The " nickel in the slot " .
phonograph was a thriving business until the patent
ran out.
By this time, Benson had turned his attention to
the moving picture. Initially a smashing success, the
technology could not keep pace with the public's interest. Instead of being shown on a large screen , the
movie had to be viewed individually by depositing a
dime and peering through a magnifying lens at a tiny
picture of dancers, boxers and acrobats bobbing
around . Viewing time lasted about two mintues. A
man saddling his horse was an added feature after
Benson noticed him at the movie lot and urged
Edison to include the scene in the shooting of the
movie. The novelty of seeing the brief animation
quickly wore off. People were reluctant to pay a dime

for a repeat showing.
With the slump in this kinetoscope business , and
no prospect that a large screen would be developed
very quickly, Benson sold out to his associates.
Soon after, the concern dissolved and he was left
with his stack of certificates. He assessed his venture as one in which he neither made nor lost any
money. Years later, he ruefully observed that he
could have made millions if he had held on a while
longer.
Through the years, Benson was prominent in the
civic and social affairs of Omaha. He was a charter
member of the Chamber of Commerce and of the
Omaha Real Estate Exchange. He was the first president of the Happy Hollow Club, and one of the first
to be elected an honorary life member of the club. He
served on the board of the Conservative Saving and
Loan Association for 37 years.
Active in the Republican party, he made an unsuccessful bid for mayor of Omaha in 1906. He was
James Dahlman 's first opponent.
He was instrumental in creating an independent
town; he was also influential in taking away that independence. He served as chairman of the Omaha
Chamber of Commerce committee that studied and
recommended the annexation of Benson into
Omaha.
Erastus Benson continued to have an interest in
the Benson community throughout his life - in his
later years he enjoyed driving through the neighborhoods. He died February 10, 1932.
Two of his grandchildren, Grant Benson , Jr., and
Marjorie Benson Loring participated in the Benson
Centennial Ribbon-Cutting and Birthday Party held
on March 6, 1987.

COUNTY

Nebraska History Magazine, Aprii·June, 1935
Map of the early major trails through Douglas County, as drawn 1
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,for Dorothy Mutz for her 1935 thesis on Benson. It shows the loca·
tlons of the 1857 "Mormon Trail" and the "Military Road" as it was +--+--+--+---11--~r-+--+..J.o""'t'-,.-+--1---f-1
in 1885, as well as the boundaries of the towns in the county. The
bers are Section numbers.

Pre-Benson Era
Benson is located on one of the highest points of
land in Douglas County. A great deal of grading and
leveling has been done over the years, but the steep
hills that remain remind us of the physical forces
that shaped the land we live on .
Some evidence of the past was discovered during
geological and archeological research carried on for
several years in the 1930s in the vicinity of Benson.
Articles written by Ray E. Colton, a field vertebrate
paleontologist and science writer, were published in
the Benson Times in 1937. He reported the finding of
fossils of sea shells, corals , clams, etc. embedded in
shale and rock stratas in the land mass around the
Clifton Hill district, in Benson and in Irvington.
Those discoveries were determined to be relics of
the ocean whose waters covered eastern Nebraska
at least 200 million years ago.
Nebraska's abundance of underground water can
be traced to the millions of tons of ice which came
down from the Arctic as glaciers during the ice age.
The Benson area shared in this abundance. Well
drillers could readily find water at sites in Benson
and Irvington. Benson 's municipal water supply,
which was drawn from wells, was universally praised
for its quality. The ice age had its special creatures
such as wooly mammoths, sabre-toothed tigers and
mastodons. In October of 1910, the Benson Times
reported that Eggert Ehlers of lrvi ngton had found a
section of a mastodon tooth in a sandpit east of Irvington. The section of tooth , weighing about four
pounds, was well preserved , the enamel on the
grinding surface not even cracked.
As the ice sheet gave way to the drying plains,
prehistoric man appeared. From historical and archeological evidence, it appears that the Benson
area was first inhabited nearly 10,000 years ago. The
American Indian first came into the area about 1700
A.D. Tribes that lived in what would become Douglas
County were the Pawnees, the Omaha, the Oto and
some of the Missouri. These were farming tribes that
would wander west to hunt buffalo and other game.
The Indians began to cede land to the federal
government early in the nineteenth century. By 1857,
the tribes had yielded title to all of their land in the
Omaha area. After signing the treaties, they were
gradually removed to the reservations that were
designated for them by the government. Although
their official holdings were reduced to a few small
tracts, many Indians remained scattered throughout
the region . The Pawnees, with villages in western
Douglas County and other adjoining counties, probably traveled within the general area of Benson when
they were hunting.
For more than a decade after the peace treaties
were made, there were instances of Indian distur-

bances in the territory. In a 1903 edit ion of the
"History of Washington County," pioneers in the settlement of Fontanelle , a community on the Elkhorn
in western Washington County, related several
stories of encounters with hostile Pawnees. One
story claimed that the Indians were on a warpath,
burning houses and driving off cattle in an area f ifty
miles around Fontanelle. A militia was sent out from
Omaha, and the skirmish between the troops and Indians became known as the Pawnee War.
On another occasion , settlers in the towns of
Valley and Waterloo fled to Omaha when they heard
rumors that there were Indians plundering nearby
settlements.
Another story handed down by many oldtime rs
tells of an incident involving the Pawnees that was
supposed to have happened at a point along the
Military Road a few miles west of the Elkhorn River.
A white man, traveling with a wagon train headed for
California, had been boasting that he would shoot
the first Indian that he saw. When a party of young Indians from a Pawnee village on the El khorn chanced
upon the encampment near a creek, the fellow
travelers taunted the man to carry out his boast. He
aimed his rifle at a young squaw and shot her.
Before the wagon train could get away, Indians
from the nearby village surrounded the travelers and
demanded the murderer. To save themselves, the
white men allowed the Indians t o take the culprit.
The legend states that the Pawnee tied him to a
wagon wheel and skinned him alive; then they f inished him off by hac king him to pieces. The nearby
creek is said to have been named Rawhide because
of this retaliatory act.
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There are many variations of the circumstances of
these and other stories. Their significance is that
they all indicate that bands of Indians continued to
roam throughout eastern Nebraska as it was being
settled . Early settlers on farms in Douglas and
Washington Counties recount tales of Indians coming to the farmhouses for food and simple items
such as needles and thread. Sometimes they helped
themselves to clothes hanging on the clothesline.
Though these migratory visitors usually came with
peaceable intentions, many farm wives would hide
the children under beds or in closets.
The first settlers of Benson told stories of Indians
camped in the vicinity of 60th and Biondo Street. By
that time, Indian raids were confined to nearby
chicken coops. The intruders were regarded as a
nuisance rather than a serious threat to the safety of
the village.
Sometimes Indians were unjustly accused of
crimes which were actually committed by bands of
renegade wh ite men who dressed up and posed as
Indians.
Protection from lawless gangs and from hostile Indians was one of the reasons that the federal government laid out the Military Road in 1857.
During the 1850s, streams of emigrants in covered
wagons, freighters with wagon trains, and travelers
in stagecoaches passed through Nebraska on their
way west. The rapid growth of Council Bluffs and
Omaha as trading and outfitting centers created a
need for a safe and passable road to connect with
the major overland trails along the Platte River.
When the engineers surveyed the Military Road, they
mapped a route that stretched along high ground,
giving travelers a broad view of the countryside. This
afforded protection from surprise attacks by Indians
or highwaymen.
Encounters with the latter probably occurred on
the section of the road that ran through the area that
would become Benson. A ranch along the road near
the Theodore Williams farm (the site of Benson Park)
was said to be a hideout for thieves who preyed on
travelers and nearby settlers.
It may have been from the "Robbers' Roost " , as
the ranch was called , that a couple of ruffians came
to rob the George Taylor home, an early day inn
along the Military Road. They found no one home except Mrs. Taylor, who refused to turn over any
valuables. One man, James Bouve, tied her up and
threatened her with a gun. When she resisted his
threats, he prepared to burn her. His cohort , John
ller, persuaded him not to harm the elderly woman.
They ransacked the house, gathering up money and
silverware, and fled.
When reports of the Incident reached authorities
In Omaha, they searched for the pair. They spotted
the robbers playing cards in a saloon, bragg ing
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about the money they were going to come into. Upon
their arrest , Mrs. Taylor identified the two from a
large crowd of men. ller was tricked into confessing
the details of the crime. The following day a quick
trial was held, and the men were found guilty. By a
vote of the crowd of onlookers, their fate was turned
over to the vigilante committee. Everyone there
understood that a "neckt ie sociable" would be held
that night. The vigilantes hung Bouve from a beam in
the jail. Because he had interceded for Mrs. Taylor,
ller was set free with a warning to leave the territory
immediately. He ran when the vigilantes reinforced
their order with gunshots fired in his direction .
According to the recollections of Mary Dillon
Hughes, a pioneer who came in 1870 with her husband to farm his uncle's land northwest of Benson, a
man called " Big George" operated a saloon known
as Georgetown in the area. Whether it can be connected with George Taylor's place can only be surmised.
The saloon most often mentioned in accounts of
early days of the Military Road is the First and Last
Chance Saloon. It acquired its name because it was
the first chance for anyone traveling to Omaha to get
a drink and the last chance for those leaving the
area.
By the 1870s, freighters had relinquished their
wagon train business to the railroads, travelers and
emigrants had discovered the convenience of the
passenger trains, and soldiers seldom marched
along the Military Road . Traffic on the road was
primarily " farm to market" with an occasional cattle
drive to or from the new South Omaha stockyards.
In 1887, a section of the Military Road took on a
new use as the main street in a new town called
Benson.

Courtesy Steiger family
Looking northwest from 66th and Wlrt about 1900.

Platting of Benson
Most of the midwestern small towns of 100 years
ago sprang up near a stream that could provide water
power, or in an area so far removed from any other
town that people clustered together for support, or,
most importantly, along a railroad. None of these
reasons explain the founding of Benson.
The town of Benson was a product of the real
estate craze that gripped Omaha in the 1880s. During
that decade, rapid growth In Omaha's population
created a great demand for housing. This demand
fueled Omaha's greatest real estate binge .
Speculators snapped up farms and open land surrounding the city, and quickly divided it into residential additions.
Not long after coming to Omaha from Iowa,
Erastus Benson joined the parade of real estate
developers. His first venture was the purchase of
John Creighton's 900 acre farm .
Benson's vision expanded beyond developing a
housing subdivision. He envisioned a town of
homeowners. His plans included a school , a town
hall and a transportation system. Realizing that the
development of his real estate would depend on a
connection between Benson and Omaha, he
recognized that the Military Road was a ready-made
thoroughfare for the streetcar route that he planned.
The growth of Benson and the Benson Motor Company would go hand in hand.
On March 4, 1887, Erastus Benson platted the
Creighton farm, calling it Benson Place. The first
lots were west of 60th Street and north of what is
now Maple Street.
On that same day, the Douglas County Commissioners approved the application of E.A. Benson,
W.L. McCague and C.E. Mayne for a street railway
franchise. As soon as the partners' $10,000 bond was
approved, workers began to lay the rails that had
already been strung along the right of way.
Newspaper advertisements promised a written
guarantee with every lot sold that streetcars would
be in service by September 1, 1887. The co-founders
of the company, _however, were predicting that service would start as early as May 15, 1887.
Advertisements also pointed out that Benson had
contracted to have one hundred houses built beginning in the spring of 1887. Brisk sales of lots during
the first few weeks promised a need for those
houses. One of the first lots sold was to a Louise
Connor. The price for lots in March of that first year
ranged from $175 for those in the "first addition" to
$600 in the "second addition". By mid April , the
price range had moved up to $200 and $700. That
there were many speculators during those first

months is evident from the mu lti-lot purchases made
by a number of people, and by the absence of names
of the pioneer fam ilies who actually built homes and
businesses within the next few years.
Despite the glowing reports of the rapid building
of a railway system and new houses, the rush to settle in Benson quickly dwindled to a trickle as the
area began to feel the effects of the nationwide
depression of the 1890s. The boom in real estate
turned to a bust.
By 1890, Benson consisted of less than a dozen
houses with as many families, a small country
school, a store with less than $100 worth of merchandise, a saloon, a blacksmith and wagon shop, a
few empty bu ildings and not much else. Erastus
Benson endeavored to combat the slump by using
some of his entrepreneural skills. In 1892, he brought
a herd of buffalo to the foundering village. He
employed a character named " Buffalo Jones " to
tend the herd that grazed on land south of 64th and
Maple Streets in the summer and spent the winter in
Camenzind's pasture in Florence . Jones and the buffalo provided a unique attraction for the people who
visited Benson, and in the process, E.A. Benson was
able to sell some lots.

About 1891 , a Chicago syndicate acquired the
Weir farm and platted the Halcyon Heights subdivision. The plat generally extended from 60th Street
west to 66th Street and from Maple Street south to
Grant Street. The syndicate also joined with E.A.
Benson to form a new streetcar company called the
Benson and Halcyon Heights Railway. Powered by
electricity, the line was more up to date than the
previous system. The improved streetcar service attracted new residents to the village.
With the steady growth In homes and businesses
during the latter part of the 1890s, Benson began to
take on the aspects of a thriving town. A larger
school replaced the two-room structure which had
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been destroyed by fire; a Methodist church , the first
church in town , was established; fraternal societies
were organized; and many houses were built. During
one period , the Grove Land Company built thirty-four
houses in four months.
In the early 1890s, the homes and businesses
clustered along Mayne (Maple) Street and Military
Avenue with settlement only a few blocks on either
side. The land east of 60th Street was mostly pasture
for dairy cattle with only a few scattered houses.
Before 1900, Jacob Gehrig 's dairy cows grazed
where the Country Club would soon be developed;
his home was nearby. Charles J. Johnson, Axel
Smith and James Pedersen were among the few
other residents in the Rose Hill area.
By 1897, with a population of 200, Benson was
ready for incorporation. With a legal civic body came
the opportunity to establish the civic services that
would help to develop Benson into a city in another
ten years.

Early Settlers
There are no easily obtained lists of the first
families to settle in the Benson area. From the
1894-95 tax lists and other miscellaneous sources, a
reasonably complete roster can be made of the
residents of School District #9 in the mid to late
1890s.
Anderson , Nels
Anderson, A.H.
Barr, James A.
Arnt , Frank G.
Barr, Mary B.
Baumer, M.
Bleik, A.
Bruder, Charles
Bucher, A.
Childs, B.L.
Camenzind, John
Christensen, C.
Clark, Lizzie
Christensen , S.
Cone, E.H.
Collins, A.S.
Cornelison , W.T.
Conkling, V.F.
Delfs, John F.
Crooks, A.
Deregowskl , A.
Demauger, John
Dodson, Ella
Dodson, Charles B.
Erickson , Magnus
Duke, Frank
Fleigel , J.H.
Finlayson, Samuel
Friskee, W.J.
Frahm , Haus
Gehrig, Jacob
Fulride, A.W.
Gleave, H.L.M.
Gleave, S.J.
Gravert, Peter
Gleave, Sam
Grove, James
Grimes, E.F.
Grove, B.L.
Grove, H.C.
Halligan, J.J.
Hackman, William
Hansen, Charles
Hansen , John
Hathaway, M.J.
Harrower, Levi I.
Hawkins, George W.
Hausen, Nels
Hislop, W.J.
Heger, William
Horton, E.
Hoffman, Edward E.
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Howard, James A.
Janes, O.F.
Jensen, Jens
Johnson, Charles J.
Johnson, L.G.
Joseph, W.J.
Justison, P.
Keller, James A.
Kirschbaum, J.
Larson , Lars
Lee, Fred
Linden, George
Luneberg , C.
Marhon, John
McCombs, J.H.
McGinnes, H.
Miller, Joseph F.
Mogis, Peter
Mooney, H.
Mortensen, Henry
Mulford, W.C.
Nelson, L.
Nelson, William
Newell, F.A.
Olson/Oieson, Ole
Pamp, C.E.
Patterson , W .C.
Peterson, James
Peterson , Peter
Peterson, Thomas
Potter, Charles
Rails/Aeils, Fred A.
Redick, John
Roden , J.A.
Aosacker, Fred
Rowe, J.E.
Schmitt, Joe
Sedlemayer, J.
Sheeley, John M.
Speedie, John A.
Smith, Axel
Smith, Joseph
Snow, B.L.
Stahr, Nels
Stewart, J .N.
Thomas, Josiah
Thompson/Thomsen, J.
Tindell , William
Trapp , E.
Walgreen , S.A.
Waltermire, A.J .
Watenpaugh, L.M.
Weichett, H.
Williams, Theodore
Winther(s), Nels
Wogensen, S.
Young, C.A.

Jacobson, Jens
Jensen, Christ A.
Jensen, Lewis
Johnson, J.A.
Jorgenson, Lauritz
Juhl, Hans
Kammenzind , Peter
Kennedy, J.A.
Lander, A.W.
Larson, M.
Lewis, Irwin
Lowe, C.S.
Madson, N.
McArdle, Edward
McDowell, H.
McGuire, Joseph
M itzlaff, E.
Montgomery, J.D.
Morgan, Jacob A.
Morton, Benjamin A.
Murray/Murry, M.J.
Nelson, Nels
Nevins, C.
Olson/Oieson , C.
Oney, W.A.
Patterson , B.J.
Paxton , W.A.
Peterson , John
Peterson , Sam
Post , Bernard H.
Raabe, Henry
Raske, Robert
Reimers, John
Roske, F.
Rothery, Kate
Auischer, J.
Seaman , G.A.
Sedlemayer, Jos.
Sievers, Claus
Skar, Ed
Smith, Ella
Snell, George
Staack, Fred
Steiger, C.
Stuben, L.M .
Thompson/Thomsen, E.G.
Tietz, Charles
Tonder, Nelson
Vanderlein , G.
Walsh, James
Watenpaugh, I.E.
Wear, Joseph
Williams, G.A.
Wilson, Robert
Winther(s), Sam C.
Wood, Rosie
Zauder, O.M.

Benson Historical Society files
One of the first homes in Benson, built by Harold (Ted) Grove.
Note the ornate wood trim and the tulip·shaped chimneys. Thi s
home is In the 2500 block of North 61st Street, and is still oc·
cupled.

Courtesy Elaine Buller
An early Benson home owned by the Martin family. It was on the
east side of 60th Avenue, just south of Maple St reet.

Benson Historical Society files
The home of the Harvey Grove family on the northwest corner of
65th and Maple Streets. The picture was taken in 1895 and shows
Mrs. Grove and baby June.

Courtesy Herb Anderson
The Jacob Gehrig home, just south of Maple on the east side of
the street. Built In 1906 by Charles A. Anderson, It was owned
from 1920 to 1953 by the Oliver Rouse fam ily. The home of banker
William Hintz is to the right. Th is sit e is now the Merchant's Park·
lng Lot.

Courtesy Herb Anderson
One of the large Benson homes constructed by Charles A. Ander·
son, located at 2916 N. 59th. It was later moved to 72nd & Binney
to make room for commercial development.

Courtesy Lois Sharp e
The home of James A. Howard, one of Benson's pioneers, located
at 55th and Maple streets. It was torn down to make way for a gas
station.
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Political Development
Mayor and City Council
During the first decade of its existence, the fledgling community known as " Benson Place " struggled
to increase its numbers without the help of organized civic activity. With few families, few
businesses, dirt roads and no public services, there
was little need for a governmental body.
Each year during the 1890s brought a few more
families to the hamlet. By 1897 the community's
population had increased to 200, and the majority of
those who would be taxable petitioned the Douglas
County Board of Commissioners for incorporation
as a village. On December 4, 1897, the Douglas County Board granted the petition and appo inted a village
board of trustees to handle the necessary governmental functions until an election could be held.
A village board was to be Benson 's form of government for ten years. Members of the first board were
Ed Hoffman, William Beckett, Samuel Fin layson,
Joseph McGuire and Chris Steiger. In its first order
of business, picking a chairman from among its
members, the board selected Sam Finlayson , who
became known as the first mayor of Benson.
On April 13, 1898, Benson conducted its first election, choosing a new board of trustees. Again, a
chairman (or mayor, as he was called) was chosen
from those elected. Thus, Fred A. Bailey became the
first mayor to be selected by the first elected board.
Elections were held in April of every year during Benson 's existence as a separate entity.
Regularly scheduled board meetings took place
twice a month on Saturday evenings. Records indicate that the city fathers often found reason to

Political leaders of the early 1900s. FRONT ROW, I tor: James A.
Howard, Carl Camenzind, Charles Tracy, E.M. Jacobberger,
William Moran. BACK ROW, I to r: Ed McArdle, Ben R. Morton,
Tom Degan, Henry Baker, William McKeon.
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meet more frequently than that. In the later years of
Benson government, the Saturday schedule was
changed to Thursday, and still later, to Wednesday.
Meetings took place at the first town hall site on the
corner of Military Avenue and Riggs (Spencer) Street.
In 1901 , the building was moved to near McKinley
(Wirt) Street and Military Avenue. The c ity hall remained there until 1916. After the new city hall was
built, the old one was sold to the highest bidder.
The village board set about the business of providing civic services. In 1899, it arranged for twelve
gasoline lamps to light the main street. During 1901
it ordered the first fire-fighting equipment, which
consisted of a chemical pressure pump and a hookand-ladder cart. Also that year, a jail- referred to as
a calaboose- was built. Another major step was the
purchase of a lot and the moving of the village hall to
the new site on the west side of Military, between
Binney and Wirt. Shortly afterward, a small structure
was built to house the meager fire equipment. Added
the follow ing year was a tower that housed the fire
bell.
More progress was made in 1902 when the board
awarded a contract to the newly formed OmahaThompson-Houston Electric Light Company to provide electricity for both street lights and residences.
The dim rays from the gas-lit street lamps gave way
to the bright glare of electric lights, and the yellow
glow from kerosene lamps in the homes was
gradually replaced by the bright light of incandescent bulbs.
A growing population increased the citizenry's
desire to have a municipal water system. The ir concern was not only for the convenience of indoor
plumbing, but also for having better protection from
fires . In 1905, the village board took the required
steps that included having a special election on a
$20,000 bond issue necessary for the construction of
the waterworks. The vote of 182 to 21 indicates the
enthusiasm of the citizens for this improvement.
By 1907, Benson had spurted past the required
1,500 residents needed to become a c ity of the second class. A committee of citizens requested the
board to obtain the new status. It was also requested
and granted that Benson be divided into two wards.
This apparently met with the disapproval of the
editor of the Benson Times who wrote, " those persons who advocated two wards for Benson will
change their minds before the robins meet again."
On April 2, 1907, Benson held its first city election.
In that first race a slate of candidates aligned
themselves with the Law and Order League, while
another slate campaigned on the Citizens ticket. A

burning issue on the platform of each group was the
control of saloons. The Law and Order League
declared that its candidates believed that the " sentiment and wish of the community requires the issuance of liquor licenses when the necessary legal
requirements of the state and city of Benson are fully met."
The Citizens group did not take an opposing
stand, but stressed its pledge to maintain the Sunday closing of all saloons. The Law and Order
League carried the councilmen's race while James
Howard, a Citizen 's candidate, won the mayor's race.
The two newly-formed wards each elected two councilmen. Other elected offices included city clerk,
treasurer, police judge and city engineer. Remuneration for the mayor was $100 a year, and for the councilmen, $50 a year.

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate
Benson City Council meeting of about 1909. Mayor Charles Tracy
presided while Marshal James Maney stood in front of the door to
the "calaboose". The scene Is the interior of the old Town Hall at
about 63rd and Military. Third from the left is Ernest Tindell; in
front of the mayor is Ed Steiger; In the audience In the center of
the picture, turning toward the camera, is William Clark.

Street and sidewalk Improvements occupied
much of the city council business during the next
few years. In 1909, five miles of concrete sidewalks
were laid, and more than $30,000 of concrete pavement approved. The council imposed a poll tax to
pay for the street improvements. The grading of
streets was a frequent, and important, item on the
council 's agenda. In a report of council proceedings
for November, 1908, it was noted that the bill for
moving 4,000 yards of earth to grade both Cotner
(63rd Street) and Lynn (60th Avenue) cost $628.70.
Sometimes, the business of the evening's
meeting was no more momentous than wondering
where the city wheelbarrows were. When reported
that they had been seen over by a Mr. Burgeson 's
house, the council ordered them to be put by the
marshal 's house.

The Benson Times editorialized that " if there is
anything drier than a prohibition platform, it is a
council meeting. " Stil l, the fur would occasionally
fly and liven things up at the council meetings. When
complaints were received that the city was negligent
in turning on the street lights early enough , Mayor
Tracy informed the council that the lights were supposed to be turned on at dusk except on moonlit
nights. This precipitated an argument between
Councilmen Mather and McArdle on how to determine dusk. The council finally instructed the city
marshal to be vigilant in seeing that the street lights
were on early and stayed on until 12:30 a.m.
The problem of obtaining the power to turn on
those lights as economically as possible concerned
the council in the fall of 1910. The Omaha Electric
Light and Power Company was demanding a fiveyear contract with prices that seemed too high. At
first , the council flatly refused to consider the
demands of the power company, and appointed a
committee to investigate the possibility of starting a
municipal plant. An alternative plan would be to buy
the power from the Omaha company and in turn sell
it to Benson customers at a lower rate than the one
offered by the Omaha company. Noth in g came of
either proposal. Eventually, the council agreed to the
terms of the five-year contract with the Omaha company and paid the asking price.
This decision ended the possibil ity of Benson having a municipal power plant. The question was not
brought up in 1915 when the contract with the
Omaha Electric Light and Power Company came up
for renewal , although there was still some
dissatisfaction with the rates that the company was
charging Benson customers. The council called for
the power company to adjust the rates to be equal to
the rates of Omaha customers or the council would
impose a higher occupation tax to equalize the
charges to Benson customers.
The occupation tax was a considerable source of
revenue for Benson. Companies such as the
Nebraska Telephone Company, the Omaha Gas
Company, the Omaha Electric Light and Power Company and the Omaha Street Railway Company paid
quarterly occupation taxes for the privilege of doing
business in Benson. The threat of raising the tax was
used to ensure good service from the companies . A
tax was also levied on fire insurance companies who
did business in Benson . Revenues aided the
volunteer fire department.
Finding revenue to equip and support the
volunteer fire department frequently occupied the attention of the city council. Firefighters often appeared at council meetings to argue for more equipment and expanded services. The disastrous Eagle
Hall fire in January, 1911, demonstrated to Benson
residents the lack of adequate fire protection. With
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the memory of that massive fire still fresh, the
citizens overcame their reluctance to assume more
taxation. They asked the city council to call a special
election to be held on February 28, 1911 , to vote for a
$5,000 bond issue. This carried by nearly a 5 to 1
margin.

Candidates for office in 1910. FRONT ROW, I to r, Fred
Brodegaard, E.M. Jacobberger, Charles A. Tracy, Joseph McGuire.
BACK ROW, I to r, George A. Hill, Ben R. Morton, James A.
Howard, Ed McArdle.

Allocation of the funds challenged the council for
months. Diverse opinions on suitable fire equipment
seemed to immobilize the council's decisions. By
1912, city officials were being criticized for sitting on
$3,500 of the appropriation while the fire department
still was underequipped.
Not until the summer of 1913 did the Council finally approve the purchase of a team, harness and a
wagon. They also established one paid position. A
provision was made to use the team and the man for
street work whenever necessary.
The Eagle Hall fire produced another criticism the council 's lack of attention to the ordinances
relating to building permits. Although ordinances requiring permits for construction of any building, and
regulations concerning the type of building permitted on Main Street and on Military Avenue had been
on the books since 1908, the city had been lax in enforcement. The use of incombustible material such
as brick or stone was required for construction of
any building on Main (Maple) Street east of Cottner
Avenue (63rd Street) and on Military Avenue between
Lynn Avenue (60th Avenue) and McKinley Street
(Wirt Street).
Mayor R.L. Robinson, elected in 1911 , sought to
enforce the ordinances and the manner in which the
fees and fines were paid. He ordered that payment
for permits was to be given to the city treasurer and
not to just any individual or businessman as had
been the practice. He instructed Police Chief Maney
to ensure that people abided by the ordinances or
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"suffer the consequences." This was the procedure
until 1915, when the council created the position of
building inspector. Revenue from the sale of permits
and from fines collected for failure to comply with
the ordinances was designated for the fire department, which up to this time had been underfunded.
A significant resolution passed by the city council
in 1912 granted a 25-year franchise to the Omaha
Gas Company on September 24, 1912. Bensonites
had been eager to have gas service for a number of
years. It took the effort of Ed McArdle, a Benson
councilman , who while serving in the state
legislature pushed through a bill that allowed Benson to grant a franchise . The gas company had refused to extend gas mains to Benson unless granted
a franchise. With that in place, the company quickly
laid gas mains, and had a good number of households connected to the line by winter.
The city government, having established a successful municipal water system, eventually was confronted with the problem of eliminating waste water.
As early as 1912, Benson citizens organized mass
meetings to promote a public sewer system . As the
neighborhoods became more dense, the need for a
better waste disposal method than backyard
cesspools became more urgent. Controlling the con struction of cesspools was a problem. There were
many complaints that people were using old wells as
cesspools. The filling in of these cesspools was
often not done properly. Some present-day residents
have discovered this when they suddenly found a
gaping hole in their backyard.
Although voters defeated a bond issue for sewer
construction on the 1913 ballot, they reversed their
stance and approved the bonds in the 1914 election
by a vote of 428 to 171 . For the next three years, the
council was kept busy creating sewer districts and
approving bids for installing sewer lines. As many as
20 sewer districts were established before Benson
was annexed into Omaha. Hooking onto the sewer
line was not mandatory at the beginning , and the
council found it necessary to hire a person (at 40
cents an hour) to sell people on the advantages of a
sewer system.
The sewage system appeared to be in jeopardy
when an irate resident brought suit against the city,
claiming that the system was damaging his property
by overflowing onto it, that the system was unsanitary, and that it should be eliminated. During the
trial , two sanitary engineers demonstrated the safety
of the system by drinking water, claiming that it had
gone through a process that made it clean enough to
drink. The court held the city liable for property
damage, but concluded that Benson should have a
sewer system.
After the turn of the century, Omaha shook off the
economic doldrums of the 1890s. With the city's

renewed vigor and growth, official s began t o eye
South Omaha, Dundee, Florence and Benson as candidates for annexation . This precipitated frequent
gatherings of Benson citizens to debate the advantages and disadvantages of annexation into Omaha.
One faction thought that it might bring lower taxes
and more service; another thought that taxes would
be higher and that Bensonites would have little
representation in Omaha government. This diversity
of opinion had politi cal implications, becom ing an
important issue in the last two election campaigns
for city offi ces. Most people did agree that, with the
possibility of annexation , Benson needed to acquire
as many civic improvements as possible since these
might be ignored by the Omaha city government.
Furthermore, if these improvements were in place,
Omaha would have to assume the indebtedness
upon annexat ion .
Items at the top of the list were a fire barn to adequately house the new team and wagon and the
other equipment , and a new city hall with more room
for community affairs . With the approval of the
necessary bonds, the council, in September of 1915,
awarded a contract to Rasmussen Construction Co.
to build a combination fire barn and city hall. The
total cost was approximately $25,000. The cornerstone was laid on November 21 , 1915, in an elaborate
ceremony with many civic dignitaries in attendance,
including U.S. Senator Gilbert Hitchcock, the
Honorable A.A. Jeffries, and city officials from
Omaha. Nine pioneers who had been present when
the cornerstone of the old city hal l was laid in 1892
marched in the parade from the old hall to the new
site. They were Fred Bailey, James Howard, Chris
Steiger, O' Linn McGuire, Joseph McGuire, George
Snell, C.B. Smith, G.R. Williams and A.N. Norton. Ac-

cord ing t o the contract, the building was to be compl eted by January, 1916, but it was not ready for occupancy until the following June. The city government used the new bu ilding for less than a year
before annexation .
Another round of dissension arose before the
mayor and city councilmen could get settled in their
new quarters. This involved the enforcing of the Sunday closing law or " Blue Law." Although it had been
on the Nebraska law books for years, it was not until
revisions in the law were made in 1913 that attention
was drawn to the idea of Sunday closing. Led by
some of the ministers in the community, a petition
drive asked that all businesses, except the movie
theater, be closed on Sunday. The petition was
signed by many of the business people . Some of
them also took out large ads in the Benson Times
declaring their support for Sunday closing . Opponents noted that most of those who signed it had
never kept Sunday business hours. After a good deal
of spirited debate, the council passed a resolution to
enforce the law in February, 1916.
As a test case for the ban on Sunday business,
Ernest Tindell , who operated a newsstand and confectionery, was cited for doing business on Sunday.
However, Judge Bailey found Mr. Tindell " not guilty"
for having sold a newspaper. As the law appeared
uncertain about the sale of a cigar, the defendant
was given the benefit of the doubt.
In another case, Judge Bailey interpreted the law
as being in conflict with c ity statutes, and thus
declared that the Wulff and Sowards General Store
was not gu ilty as charged for selling bread and milk
on Sunday.
Not entirely satisfied with the decision, Wulff and
Sowards submitted a long letter of protest against

Benson Historical Society file s
Looking northwest from 61st and Lake, probably in the late 1890s. Benson Central School is in the top right-hand corner. The wooden Benson
Methodist Church is to the left. The dirt streets show that grading and paving were some of the problems that faced the early village boards.
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the Sunday closing law to the Benson Times. They
maintained that they were open for the convenience
of the housew ife who needed to made a few quick
purchases on Sunday morning. The letter ended,
" The clergy argue that some respect should be
shown to the church and that the enforcement of the
law will do the business. We want to ask if the
business community has not done its part in showing this respect when It maintains eight churches
and pays the salaries of seven preachers to keep the
members of one thousand families walking the
straight and narrow path."
Although the council passed a resolution banning
trade on Sunday, it was done with reluctance.
Several versions of the resolution were reintroduced. The councilmen refused to take a strong
stand on any of them . At one point, they voted to
leave the matter in the hands of the mayor, who
seemed equally unenthusiastic about forci ng the
issue. It appears that the subject dragged along for
the little more than a year that was left of the
jurisd iction of the Benson council. After June, 1917,
it was in the hands of the Omaha city government.
The prospect of annexation did not stop the city
election in April1917. The last officials to be elected
were: Fred Bailey, mayor; C. Hollestelle, city clerk;
Gus Wulff, treasurer; H.F. Knudsen , Chris Lyck, L.F.
Musk and L.M . Strong, councilmen . Other city administrators were E.C. Hodder, city attorney; Charles
Hansen, water commissioner; James Hughes, ch ief
of pollee; Peter Christiansen , street commissioner;
Bruno Viola, engineer; Dr. Parsons, city physician.
Peter Christiansen transferred to the Omaha Public
Works Department, where he worked for many years.
William Bowes and Jay McGuire transferred to the
Omaha Fire Department and remained at the Benson
fire station, and John Drift transferred to the Omaha
Police Department.
In the remaining weeks of independence, the
council made a final try at opposing annexation. At
the first meeting in May, they passed a resolution expressing opposition to the forcible annexation of
Benson , and instructed the city attorney to test the
legality of the measure.
With the impending change of government drawing closer, the attention of the council turned to a
long list of resolutions designed to make the best of
an undesired situation . The council met twice a
week to take care of all the business that they
wished to push through . Among the proposals were
the installation of an ornamental post lighting
system on Maple Street and on Mi litary Avenue, new
paving for Maple Street, four new drinking fountains
on Maple (with a place for dogs and birds to drink),
and repairs to the existing fountain at 60th and
Maple Streets. The counc i l passed a resolution giving the firemen all of the boots, coats and helmets in
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their possession . They also proposed increasing the
salary of the paid fireman and the ch ief of poli ce. As
late as June 1, 1917, they passed an ord inance
authori zing the borrowing of money on the credit of
the city of Benson for the purpose of extending , improving and enlarging the waterworks system. The
" city dads " of Benson seemed determined to make
use of all of the available funds rather than to turn
any over to Omaha.
The city of Omaha passed the resolution to annex
Benson (and Florence) on May 10, 1917, but agreed
to wait until June before the actual transition wou ld
take place. This was in deference to a request from
Benson school officials. They wished to delay the
transfer of jurisdiction until the end of the school
year so that the graduating class could graduate
from the Benson school system .
June 7, 1917, marked the last day of independent
government for Benson. Mayor Dahlman and the
Omaha city comm issioners arrived at city hall about
3:00p.m. Greeting them were a large number of Benson residents. Mayor Dahlman assured them that the
city hall would be available for all public meet ings.
He urged people to consult the heads of the various
departments of the city of Omaha, and to attend the
meetings of the commissioners whenever possible.
Each commissioner, in turn, promised the best of
service to Benson. A deed was completed , indicating the transfer of government from Benson to
Omaha.
All of those who had served could look back at the
record of the twenty years of public administration
with pride . They had put in place the basic services
of a city of nearly 5,000 people, one of th e 20 largest
in the state. Perhaps the progress was less even and
qu ick than many would have desired, but each year
found more miles of street paved , more blocks of
sidewalk laid and more feet of water mains, gas
mains and sewers installed. By annexation , Benson
could take pride in having the three most desirable
attributes of a modern town·· adequate public
utilities, good transportat ion and comfortable housing. Each administration had been concerned about
the health, welfare and safety of the citizens of Benson . Despite the occas ional verbal assaults directed
at each other during council meetings, no serious
charges of graft or corruption ever marred the
record. To present day citizens, it may be a source of
amazement that all the accompl ishments occurred
through local funding . There was no help from the
federal or state government, no special studies
made, nor any formal planning. Things were done
when they needed to be done and when the citizens
were willing to pay for them.
The progressiveness of the Benson community
did not fade with the loss of independent jurisdiction . Throughout the years, Benson citizens have

banded together to support important issues that affect the community. Bensonites have served in
various capacities in the Omaha city government.
During the first years after annexation , citizens
formed a school association primarily to work for a
new high school building. The present Benson High
School was built in 1926.
Early in the 1920s, an outpouring of letters from individuals and Benson organizations appealing for a
full service library, persuaded the city to find money
to establish a small branch library on the second
floor of the community center.
Gaining a major park took years of work, but the
community's persistence helped to make Benson
Park a reality. As an example of their determination,
James Walsh, Colonel Mather, G.R. Williams, Ed
Sorensen , E.C. Hodder, Jonas Fry, G.W. Wright and
George McArdle appeared at a meeting of the city
commissioners. After each one had spoken in favor
of a park, one commissioner called it a "petition in
boots."
After World War II, when the former Krug Park was
in danger of being used for a cluster of multi-storied
apartments, citizens participated in a successful
drive to form Gallagher Park. A few years later, a
group worked to acquire a swimming pool in the
park.
Whatever the project , people have enlisted the aid
of the city commissioner or councilman who resided
in the area. With the strong support of the Commercial Club, Harry Knudsen , a long time Benson resident and businessman, was elected as city commissioner in 1933 and served until 1948. Mr.
Knudsen played an important role in the construction of the Benson library. He also assisted the Ben son merchants in their efforts to improve the street
lighting in the business district.
Ernie Adams, the popular Benson High School
coach, turned his attention to a political career in
1936. He was elected to the state legislature that
year, and later served as county treasurer and as city
commissioner.
In recent years , Warren Swigart provided a close
tie to the city government. Swigart, first elected in
1954 as a city commissioner, introduced the idea of
a charter convention. Out of this idea came Omaha's
present Mayor-Council form of city government.
Swigart served as city councilman for a total of 16
years. His tenure of service was interrupted by 4
years as an assistant to Mayor Sorenson and 3 years
as a state senator. Since 1983, Swigart has been a
member of the Omaha Public Power District board.
Many Bensonites regarded him as Benson 's representative on the City Council long before council·
men were elected by district.
In 1981, when the statute governing district election for members of the Omaha City Council took ef-

feet , the Benson area gained two representatives on
the council. Part of Benson lies in District One; part
of it is in District Seven. David Stahmer, who had
previously served on the Omaha School Board and in
the State Legislature, was the first to be elected
from District One. He and his family had lived in the
Benson community for many years, his children attending Benson schools. He chose to serve just one
term. In 1985 Joseph Friend took his place on the
council. Though not presently a resident of Benson
(District One extends beyond the boundaries of Benson), Friend spent his early boyhood in Benson and
has fond memories of growing up in the community.
The first councilman for District Seven was Mayor
Bernie Simon. He grew up on North 59th Street. His
father carried mail in Benson during those years.
Simon served one full term and nearly two years of
his second term. When Mayor Michael Boyle was
recalled in January, 1987, Simon was chosen by the
city council to be mayor of Omaha. He assumed office in February, 1987.

Village Board Members
(Mayor for the year is in bold type)
1897-- Wm . D. Beckett
1898-- C.W. McCoy
Ed E. Hoffman
Joseph McGuire
Joseph McGuire
Ed E. Hoffman
Chris Steiger
George Snell
Samuel Finlayson
F.A. Bailey

1899-- C.W. McCoy
Joseph McGuire
Ed. E. Hoffman
George Snell
F.A. Bailey

1900 --George Snell
Joseph McGuire
F.A. Bailey
C.W. McCoy
Ed E. Hoffman

1901-- F.A. Bailey
C.W. McCoy
Ed E. Hoffman
J. Thompson
Joseph McGuire

1902 -- W.C. Hackman
Chris Steiger
J. Thompson
Ed E. Hoffman
Joseph McGuire

1903-- J. Thompson
Chas. J. Johnson
A.Z. Leach
Chris Steiger
W.C. Hackman

1904 -- J. Thompson
Chas. J. Johnson
F.S. King
Joseph McGuire
C.B. Smith

1905 ·· Herman Wulff
G.A. Lindquist
C.B. Smith
F.S. King
Joseph McGuire

1906 -- Jas. A. Howard
Jesse V. Long
John P. Peterson
Herman Wulff
G.A. Lindquist
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Treasurers of Benson
Chosen from the Village Board of Trustees:
1897 ··Chris Steiger
1898 ··Joseph McGuire
1899 .. Joseph McGuire
1900 ·· George Snell
1901 ··Ed E. Hoffman
1902 ··William C. Hac kman
1909 ··Harmon Hawkins* 1910 ··Ed Sorensen
1903 ··Chris Steiger
Ed Sorensen*
Harmon Hawkins
1094 ··C.B. Smith
E.J . McArdle*
Thomas Degan *
1905 ··C. B. Sm ith
C. L. Mather*
Wm. Moran*
1906 .. John P. Peterson
Elected in City Elections:
1911 ·· E.J. McArdle
1912 ·· W.S. Wright*
1907 ··Gus A. Wulff
C.L. Mather
C.L. Mather*
1908 ··Gus A. Wulff
W.O. Talbott*
W.O. Talbott
1909 ··Gus A. Wulff
W.O. Edmunds *
W.O. Edmunds
1910 .. James Howard
1911 ·· F.J. Bleick
1913 ··Emil Holub *
1914 ··Andrew McCormick *
1912 ··Will iam Hinz
E.H. Olson*
Claude Glandt*
1913 .. J.B. Huber
W.S. Wright
Emil Holub
C.L. Mather
C.L. Mather
1914 ··Gus A. Wulff
1915 .. Gus A. Wulff
1916 ··Gus A. Wulff
1916 ··James Bailey
1915 ·· Ed Sorensen *
1917 ··Gus A. Wulff
L.M. Strong*
J.M. Bailey*
Andrew McCormick
L.G. Musk*
City Clerks
Village Clerks
Claude Glandt
Ed Sorensen
1897 ·· Ed E. Hoffman
1907 ··Ed A. Steiger
1908
··Ed A. Steiger
1898 ··Ed E. Hoffman
1917 ·· H.F. Knudsen*
1909 ·· Ed A. Steiger
1899 ··Ed E. Hoffman
Chris Lyck*
1910 ··Ed A. Steiger
1900 ·· F.A. Bailey
L.M. Strong
1911
·· Ed A. Steiger
1901 ·· F.A. Bailey
L.G. Musk
1912 ·· Ed A. Steiger
1902 ··Ed E. Hoffman
Andrew McCormick resigned in 1915, before the
1913 ·· Dan Westergard
1903--Chas. J. Johnson
end of his term , and Cornelius Hollestelle was ap1914 ··Dan Westergard
1904 ·· F.S. King
pointed to replace him until the next election.
1915 ·· Dan Westergard
1905 ·· F.S. King
1906 ··Jesse V. Long
1916 ··C. Hollestelle
Mayors of Benson
1917 ··C. Hollestelle
Appointed as chairman of the Board of Trustees :
1897 ··Samuel Finlayson
1898 ··Fred A. Bailey
Rampant crime was never a cause for alarm in ear1899 ·· C.W. McCoy
ly Benson . Recognizing that any community might
1900 ··William C. Hackman
occasionally have lawbreakers, the Benson village
1901 ··Joseph McGuire
board in 1901 ordered a jail to be built. J.H. McGuire
1902 ··Joseph McGuire
had been appointed marshal in 1899. Names of
1903 ··Joseph McGuire
others
who might have served as marshals in the ear1904 ··Joseph McGuire
ly years have not been found.
1905 -·Joseph McGuire
1906 ··James A. Howard
Charles G. Keller was elected police judge in the
Elected in City Elections:
1907 election. He served in this capacity for many
1907 ··James A. Howard
years.
1908 ·· Chester C. Williams
Jonas Fry, who lived in Douglas County since
1909 ·· Charles A. Tracy
1873, came to Benson in 1906. He served as police
1910 ··Charles A. Tracy
chief and water commissioner for a brief period,
1911 ·· R.L. Robinson
resigning in 1907. After the waterworks were built,
1912 ··Joseph McGuire
the chief of police also served as the water commis1913 ··George Hill
sioner. He received a separate salary for each posi1914 ·· Ed Sorensen
tion, $55 a month for police work, and $25 for water
commissioner. Follow ing Fry was Fred Schneider
1915 ·· C. L. Mather
1916 ··Fred Bailey
who served in both capaci ties until after the city
election in 1908.
1917 ··Fred Bailey
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City Councilmen
(Year elected*)
1907 ·· Ed Sorensen*
1908 ··Ed Soresen
Wm. Clarke
Hans V. Anderson *
Wm. Clarke*
Hans V. Anderson*
Harmon Hawkins*
John D. O'Conner*

Law and Order

The new city council of 1908 voted to separate the
position of water commissioner from that of chief of
police. The chief of police, however, was charged
with being the Overseer of Streets, adding an extra
$10 a month to his base salary. He also was reim bursed for every stray dog that he killed and buried.
In May, 1908, Schneider was succeeded by James
Maney, who would become a legendary figure in
Benson history. Maney, a native of New Jersey,
moved with his parents to Washington County. He
married Ella McMahon (a sister of Mrs. Joseph
McGuire, a pioneer Bensonite) and became a
homesteader. After si xteen years of farming , Maney,
his wife and four children moved to Benson in 1906.
Soon after, he took the position of chief of police, or
" marshal," as he was more popularly called .
Stories have been told about his no-nonsense
interpretation of the law. Some of his statements,
found in various issues of the Benson Times, bear
this out. He threatened to arrest children who
coasted on the sidewalks of Benson. He warned that
anyone caught taking house plants from houses or
yards would be given the full penalty of the law-without leniency. And he gave notice that he would
prosecute to the fullest anyone who violated the ordinance limiting the tethering of horses on Benson
streets to two hours. His strict attitude on adherence
to the law was offset by his concern for the welfare
of the townspeople, and by his sense of humor. On
one occasion, he said he would " clean up the town"
by sweeping up the debris in the gutters in preparation for the city engineer to haul It away. After

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate
The making of a Marshal. Handcuffs, choke chain, brass knuckles,
pistol, night stick and badges belonging to Marshal James Maney.

eight years of service , Maney resigned on Sept. 10,
1915.
During its existence, Benson 's city government
was not without a certain amount of political
machinations. This seems especially evident in the
records of city council proceedings during the
spring and summer of 1915. Newly elected Mayor
C.L. Mather attempted to appoint B.S. Phelps to
replace Maney as chief of police. Since Mather was
an official in the Woodmen of the World insurance
company and Phelps was a clerk in the same
organization, some thought that this was political
patronage.
In accordance with city ordinance, the mayor
needed the approval of the city council to appoint
certain city officials. With the council vote tied on
the appointment of Phelps, the mayor used his tiebreaking vote to approve the appointment. Maney
took the case to District Court and the judge ruled
that it was illegal for the mayor to vote on the matter.
A few weeks later, Mather contended that Maney
was inelig ible for the position because he had failed
to produce a bond and had not been sworn in. When
these matters were resolved, Mather then asked the
Council to approve the dismissal of Maney on the
grounds that he was derelict in his duties. The council refused to do this, maintaining that Mather presented no evidence of dereliction. During all of this
time, Mather also tried to remove Andrew McCormick, a supporter of Maney, from the Council.
Although no charges were formally made, Maney
resigned on Sept. 10, 1915. McCormick also resigned
from the Council as he no longer resided in Benson.
Mather appointed James Hughes as Maney's
replacement. By 1915, the police department had expanded to include several police officers. One was
assigned as a motorcycle officer to arrest speeders .
John Drift, the newest rookie on the police force,
served a scant two months before annexation. He
transferred to the Omaha Police Department and
spent most of his career on the beat in Benson ,
where he endeared himself to adults and children
alike.
Most of the population of Benson was lawabiding , yet there were enough transgressions to
keep the town marshal busy. A story is told of the
proprietors of Wulff's General Store unconcernedly
counting the day's receipts while seated near the
front store window. In contrast, there were occasional newspaper reports of a house being ransacked, a business burglarized, or a person robbed
while waiting for a streetcar late at night.
Bensonites had to contend with vandalism as far
back as 1910. When sidewalks were being laid along
Maple between 62nd and 63rd , adjacent to the Grove
and Wharton lumberyard, someone raked through
the wet cement, dug holes in it, and then threw dry
cement into the holes. Many of these episodes were
traced to juveniles.
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Major crimes , however, were rare in Benson. Early
records mention a " western-type shoot-out" as a
result of a brawl that occurred about 1905. According
to the recollection of August Hansen, who was 13 at
the time, three men emerged from the Military Park
Saloon , a beer garden at about 59th and Mapl e. Two
of them faced each other, and one drew a gun. The
second man barely had time to shout, " you' re too
coward to shoot," before the bullet struck. The
murderer escaped, along with the third man who apparently didn 't want to stick around to explain .
A crime that rocked the community was the
murder of the well known James Maney. Shortly
after he resigned as Benson 's police chief, the
Douglas County Agriculture Society hired him to
guard its fairgrounds and racetrack, which were on
the land that Benson High School now occupies . On
a rainy November night in 1915, Maney apparently
surprised some lumber thi eves. One of them shot
him. Maney staggered to the street. Before he col lapsed, he attracted the attention of a streetcar conductor by firing his revolver into the air. The conductor put him on the rear platform of the streetcar.
When they neared Dr. Hall 's house, which was between 58th and 59th on Maple Street, the conductor
called for help. Maney was taken to his home, where
he died on Nov. 8, 1915.

many townspeople. The fund grew to over $1 ,000,
but no one was ever convicted for the crime.
On the day of the funeral , all Benson bu si nesses
closed as the funeral cortege passed through the city streets from t he Maney home to St. Bernard 's
churc h. A special train with two coaches too k the
funeral party to Blair, Nebraska, for the burial service. Heavy rains had made the road to Blair impassible for automobile travel. James Maney's widow and
children continued to live in Benson . The two sons,
James and Francis, lived out their lives in the family
home on the northeast corner of 60th Avenue and
Miami Street.
Through the years, Benson has been the scene of
a number of bank robberies. One that caused a sensation occurred at the beginning of the roaring
1920s, the heyday of the gangster mobs. A gangstertype hold-up of the Farmers and Merchants Bank on
Dec. 31 , 1919, ushered in the era. The thieves got
away w ith $10,000 in cash and $90,000 in Liberty
Bonds (issued by the federal government during
World War I). Four or five men sped away in a blue
Cadillac w ith an Iowa license. The police had a list of
20 suspects, some from as far away as Ch icago, Illinois, and St. Paul , Minnesota. Bank officials were
unable to identify two suspects who were brought in.
The governor of Minnesota, refusing to extradite two
other suspects, audac iously suggested that they
would not have wanted to spend New Year's Eve in
Benson when they could be in St. Paul. Later it was
rumored that the crime had been allowed to happP.n
in order to discredit the law-and-order administration
in control of Omaha at that time.

Marshal James Maney

A search by bloodhounds resulted in the arrest of
four suspects, all of whom lived just east of the fairgrounds. There was not enough evidence to prosecute the suspects. Many believed that the real
criminal remained at large. Some speculated that it
could have been someone who held a grudge against
Maney for having been arrested by the marshal.
The reward offered for the arrest and conviction of
Maney's slayer grew to a substantial sum. Amounts
donated ranged from $200 or more pledged by James
Walsh , the president of the Douglas County
Agriculture Society, by the city of Benson and by
Douglas County to those of $2 to $25 contributed by
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Courtesy Herb Anderson
Benson's fire barn before 1918. It was sold to builder Charles
Anderson and moved to 2914 N. 59th Street, and used as a
workshop.

Fire Department
Protection from the ever-present threat of fire was
one of the first concerns addressed by the Benson
village board . In 1901, the board formed a volunteer
fire department by obtaining a hook and ladder cart,
a chemical pressure pump, and a few dedicated
volunteer firemen. A small building to house the few
pieces of equipment was erected. Later, the department prevailed upon the school district to provide a
high pressure hand pump and a suction hose that
could be used with a cistern .
The advent of the municipal waterworks was a
boon to the firefighters. The town installed 19 fire
hydrants and obtained 600 feet of hose.
The agitation for improved fire-fighting equipment
was about as constant as the fires that occurred in
Benson in the early part of the century. The
volunteers frequently appeared at council meetings
to plead for the needed apparatus . At the first
meeting of the council in January, 1911 , O'Unn
McGuire explained the importance of having extra
hose to stretch between fire hydrants in case of two
fires at the same time. He stressed the acute need
for rubber hats and coats. He summed up the needs
of the fire department by reminding council
members that it was important to have auxiliary hose
so that there would be dry hose in readiness at all
times.

Courtesy Elaine Buller
The Eagle's Hall after the fire of January 18, 1911. Photo taken
from the alley a half·block south of Maple on 62nd Street.

His warnings were borne out on the night of
January 18, 1911, when one of the worst fires in the
history of Benson broke out. The "Eagle Hall Fire ,"
which started in the stables back of the Omaha
Lumber Company, quickly spread to the Eagle Hall
and the Dworak store. Firemen moved from the
original site of the fire to first one building and then

the other, but even with the aid of units from
Omaha's 40th and Hamilton station, the entire south
side of the block between 62nd and 63rd on Map le
was destroyed.
The heat was so intense, and the high wind
swirled so many flying embers, that most of the Benson volunteers who had no protective clothing had
to fall back. Chief Dineen from Omaha sprayed a
hose on Benson firemen to prevent their scorched
clothing from burning them. With the strong winds,
it was feared that the whole town would catch on
fire.
School board pres ident, Mr. F.S. King, with the aid
of a small hose, doused the burning embers that
threatened the roof of the schoolhouse across the
street. Nearby householders soaked blankets to
cover roofs. In spite of the danger from the fire and
the downed electric wires, crowds of spectators appeared, some coming al l the way from Omaha on
streetcars.
As the last ember was extinguished , the volunteer
fire department could take comfort in the fact that no
serious injuries or loss of human life was sustained,
and that they had prevented the fire from destroying
the whole town. Nevertheless, the loss of eleven
head of horses and a block of valuable property was
a great misfortune. The Eagle Hal l, the on ly place
large enough to accommodate large crowds, had
been the center of much social activity for three
years.
The effect on the townspeople was to galvanize
them into action. A special meeting gathered support for a special bond election. Mayor Tracy issued
a proclamation declaring a special election for the
purpose of purchasing better fire fighting equipment. This election took place on February 28, 1911,
and the issue carried by a margin of 5 to 1.
With the approval of the bonds, Bensonites felt
reassured that they would now be receiving better
fire protection. This was not immediately true. Two
years of planning, indecision and bickering preceded the purchase of the necessary equipment.
The first major argument was whether to buy a
team and wagon or an auto firetruck. A representative of Murphy Auto was in Benson just after the
Eagle Hall fire to demonstrate a 30-horsepower vehicle. One winter afternoon, at least 25 men and boys
hung on the truck as it raced up and down the hills of
Benson . It was agreed that the truck made good time
on all of the grades except Binney Street between
61st Street and Military Avenue, which had a 30 percent grade part of the way and was considered one
of the worst hills in Benson. Despite the truck's impressive performance, a team and wagon remained
the preference of most.
As the town grew, the need for additional equipment became more acute. The council had funded a
25

few necessities, but had not taken any action on acquiring adequate transportation , whether team or
auto, nor on providing a better fire alarm system .
Jibes at the council for their procrastination became
frequent. One comment was that when the f ire
department complained about needing more equipment, they received a new pail -- making a total of
seven pails to fight fires.

might be annexed provided the impetus to speed up
these plans. In 1915, t he citizens approved the bonds
to build the combination fire station and city hall,
but, by the time it was built , the Benson Volunteer
Fire Department was able to use the new quarters for
barely a year.
The volunteer fire department was a wellorganized unit with officers for administrative duties
of the organization as well as officers in charge of
the fire-fighting sections. Although no complete
roster of members for all of the years of its existence
is available, a 1912 roster shows names that were
often seen in reports about the department. Joseph
Johnson, who earlier had served as fire chief, was
president of the organization. Other familiar names
were: O'Linn McGuire, chief; George Hill, assistant
chief; William Talbott , P.J. Flynn, William Tindell Jr.,
Ernest Tindell , Harry Knudsen , James Morton, Ray
Culver, Louis Schweibald , G.B. Williams and E.L.
Mather.

-....,
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Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The fire bell that called the volunteers to action, located at what is
now the intersection of Military and the Radial Highway. Buildings
to the rear include the old Town Hall and McGuire's feed, coal,
general store and livery businesses.

The city council (which had changed four times
since the passage of the bonds) finally agreed in
1913 to purchase a team and wagon plus all of the
necessary apparatus. They established one paid fulltime firefighter position with the provision that the
team and the man could be used for street work if
needed. John "Jay" McGuire, the son of Joseph
McGuire, was the first paid fireman. He was said to
have been chosen because he was the only one who
could handle the pair of runaway horses, George and
Bill , that the department had bought . George and Bill
was supposed to have been named after the mayor,
George Hill, and a councilman, Bill Wright.
Not long after acquiring the team, plans began to
form for the erection of a new firebarn to house the
animals and wagon, and to provide sleeping qu.:1rters
for the paid fireman . The anticipation that Benson
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Courtesy Harriet Knudson Weaver
An invitation to the "Firemen's Ball." The volunteers had an active
political and social life in addition to their duties as firefighters.

Many of those persons served for many years.
Still, the need for added volunteers was second to
the need for fire equipment. To address that need,
the fire fighters developed a social agenda that was
as warm and lively as the fires that they fought. To
encourage more volunteers, they spent a good deal

of time during their meetings making plans for banquets, balls, chili suppers , oyster suppers, organizing a baseball team, etc. Excerpts of minutes of their
monthly meetings reveal that the dance committee
was satisfied with their finances because they had
"$45.00 on the safe side." The entertainment committee decided to lease the Moose hall so that it
could " spread itself" on meeting nights.

station, a position he held for many years. Gates had
lived in Benson as a youth.
From the first mild days of spring until late fall , the
outdoor area around the firebarn took on the air of a
town square. Firemen lounged on the long benches
set out in front of the station. Any empty space was
taken up by passersby stopping to swap stories or
catch up on any interesting news about the community. Over the sound of laughter and conversation
could be heard the incessant clanging of metal as
firemen took turns pitching horsehoes alongside of
the station.
The friendly sight and sound of the firemen and
the fire trucks ended in Benson on January 31 , 1966,
when the Benson crew moved to a new fire station
north of 61 st and Ames. This was a result of a major
reorganization of the Omaha Fire Department which
resulted in reducing the number of fire stations from
24 to 14.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Benson 's new Town Hall and Fire Barn, built in 1916.

Annexation brought an end to the fire fighting
duties of the volunteer department, but a Benson
Veteran Volunteer Firemen Organization was quickly
formed and carried on many of the social activities. It
also took an active part in promoting improvements
for the Community Center, particularly the gymnastic programs.
Two of the Benson firemen, Jay McGuire and Bill
Bowes, joined the Omaha Fire Department and remained at the Benson station. George G. Gates, Sr.,
an Omaha fireman , became the first fire chief at the

Courtesy George Gates
George Gates, Sr., and his crew of firemen at the Benson Fire sta·
tion after annexation in 1917.

Board of Health

Courtesy George Gates
Fire Captain George Gates, Sr., and Fire Department horses
"Daisey" and "Dick". Photo from 1918. An earlier team was known
as "George" and "Bill".

With the increase in population, Benson had to
deal with the problem of community health. In early
days, the Board of Health needed to be a working
board. It was composed of four members, the mayor,
the city physician, the council president and the
chief of police.
Those were the days when contagious diseases,
from chicken pox to typhoid fever, were prevalent.
The physician 's duty was to diagnose the illness and
to determine whether the patient should be quarantined. The marshal's duty was to see that houses of
patients had quarantine placards posted on the front
of the house, and that people abided by the law. In
the event of an outbreak of one or more diseases, the
mayor would order public gathering places such as
pool halls, theaters and bowling alleys closed.
Schools and churches were also closed. This occur-
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red in the spring of 1917 when 21 cases of scarlet
fever, 10 of chicken pox, 21 of measles and 2 cases
of smallpox were reported in one week.
The city physician was responsible for testing the
purity of the water and also of the ice that was sold.
For many years , an icehouse stood on the west side
of what is now the Benson Park lagoon. Ice was cut
from the pond and stored in the icehouse. The city
doctor frequently reassured citizens of the purity of
the water and ice.
On the other hand, waste disposal was of prime
concern to citizens and to the Board of Health. The
installation of a sewer system alleviated a major part
of the concern, but there continued to be problems
with the dumping of solid waste .
The city physician regularly attended city council
meetings to give a report on the condition of public
health in Benson.

Benson Historical Society flies
Benson's earliest Post Office, located in the Charles Dodson
store In 1892. Dodson's was on the east side of Military, where
Terkelsen 's OX is now.

Post Office
One of the earliest governmental services in the
community was the Benson Post Office, established
in the spring of 1892. B.L. Snow was the first
postmaster, but held the post only unti I October of
that year, when C.B. Dodson assumed the position.
Subsequent postmasters of the fourth class post office were Joseph McGuire, C.B. Smith, Mrs. Joseph
McGuire and Mrs. C.B. Dodson. In 1899, John
McGuire was appointed and served until the Benson
post office consolidated with the Omaha facility. At
that time, O' Linn McGuire succeeded his father. The
Benson post office still remained its own entity.
Beginning with the first location of the post office
in the C.B. Dodson store, each change of
postmasters brought a change of postoffice sites.
For a number of years, the post office was located in
the same building with O' Linn McGuire's newsstand. The newsstand, later operated by Ernest
Tindell, was approximately where the Jewel Box is.
The post office then moved to a building along the
north side of Maple at 60th Avenue, where it would
remain until the present post office was built in 1941.
In the late 1890s, Mrs. Marwood, a sub-contractor,
carried the mail to and from Benson once a day. In
those days, 25 pieces of mail was an average daily
count. Later the street car company brought the mail
to Benson four times a day. A special mail car, which
the Benson Times described as the " snowy white"
car, began service on July 1, 1910.
Originally, the postmaster was compensated
through a commission based on the amount of
receipts garnered during the year. In 1899, the
receipts amounted to $488.73 and the commission to
the postmaster was $268.00. In February, 1907, when
the post office attained third class status, John
McGuire received a regular salary of $1 ,200 a year.
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Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Tindell's newsstand store/post office at 6119 Maple St. Pictured
are Marshal Maney, William Tindell, Agnes Tindell, two uniden·
titled men, " Meech" McMichael, and Postmaster John McGuire.
Photo from the 1910s.

The Benson Station, U.S. Post Office, built In 1941. 1987 photo.

The post office receipts jumped from $488.73 in
1899 to $4810.14 in 1913. This amount of volume entitled Benson to city mail delivery. Since almost
everyone knew the color and shape of every house
and business in town , there had been little need for
accurate street and house numbers until the city requested home mail delivery in 1913. Federal regulations required street names and house numbers
before granting house to house delivery. To facilitate
this, the city changed all of the named streets running north and south to numbered streets . These
numbers did not correspond to the present-day
numbers.
Streets running east to west:
Figures in parentheses are block numbers north and
south of Main Street prior to 1917, and north of
Dodge Street after 1917.
Prior to 1913
1913 to 1917
Present
(500) Polk
(900) Polk
(2000) Biondo
(400) Lincoln
(800) Lincoln
(2200) Burdette
(400) Hopkins
(700) Hopkins (2300) Grant
(300) Hayes
(600) Hayes
(2400) Erskine
(300) Allison
(500) Allison
(2500) Lake
(200) Garfield
(400) Garfield
(2600) Ohio
(2700) Miami
(200) Reed
(300) Reed
(100) Arthur
(200) Arthur
(2800) Corby
(100) Mayne,
(100) Main
(2900) Maple
Main
(200) Bryan
(200) Bryan
(3000) Binney
(300) McKinley (300) McKinley (3100) Wirt
(400) Riggs
(400) Riggs
(3200) Spencer
(500) Evans
(500) Evans
(3300) Bedford
(600) Lucas
(600) Lucas
(3400) Emmett
(700) Karl
(700) Karl
(3500) Pinkney
(800) Hontz
(800) Hontz
(3600) Evans
(900) Effie
(900) Effie
(3700) Pratt
(undeve loped)
(undeveloped)
(3800) Manderson
(1000) Alice
(1000) AI ice
(3900) Spaulding
(undeveloped)
(undeveloped)
(4000) Ruggles
(1100) Emma
(1100) Emma
(4100) Sprague

Streets running north to south:
1913 to 1917
Prior to 1913
(north of Main) I (south of Main)
52nd Ave.
Wadsworth
53rd St.
54th St.
(100 block) Border Ave.
(200 block) Stirling Ave .
55th St.
56th St.
(300 block) Rosehill Ave.
(300 block) Marrietta Ave. 56th Ave.
(400 block) Im ogene/Erwin 57th St.
57th Ave.
(400 block) Haro ld
(500 block) Orphanage Ave. 58th St.
(500 block) Lynn Ave.
58th Ave.
59th St.
(600 block) Clinton Ave.
59th Ave.
(700 block) Weir Ave.
(800 block) Cottner Ave.
60th St.
(800 block) Morton Ave.
60th Ave.
(900 block) Halcyon Ave.
61 st St.
61st Ave.
(900 block) Leroy Ave.
(1000 block) Burnham Ave. 62nd St.
62nd Ave.
(1000 block) Sunrise Ave.
(11 00 block) Clarke/
Meridian
63rd St.
63rd Ave.
(1100 block) Sunset Ave.
(1200 block) Kennedy/
Brown
64th St.
undeveloped
undeveloped
65th St.
(1300 block) Hawley Ave.
undeveloped
undeveloped
(1400 block) Herbert Ave.
66th St.

Present
52nd St.
53rd St.
54th St.
55th St.
56th St.
57th St.
58th St.
59th St.
60th St.
60th Ave .
61 st St.
62nd St.
63rd St.
64th St.
65th St.
65th Ave.
66th St.
67th St.
67th Ave.
68th St.
69th St.
70th St.
70th Ave.
71 st St.
72nd St.
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Courtesy Joe Marcuzo
The first door-to-door mail delivery; I to r Postmaster John
McGuire, mailcarriers John Woodruff and Charlie Brumfield,
Mayor George Hill and Mr. McMichael.

Courtesy Glen Knudson
The " snowy white" street car that brought mail to Benson four
times a day. The first run was July 1, 1910.

City mail delivery began in November, 1913, with
two mail carriers servicing the town. John Woodruff
carried the north side of the city, and Charles Brumfield the south side. Two superintendents from the
Omaha Post Office, Proulx and Kleffner, helped
29

establish the new system . Street mailboxes appeared, and, by 1914, there were three rural carriers.
About this time, the post office moved to the
building at 60th Avenue and Maple.
With the annexation into Omaha, Benson 's post
office lost its independent status. It became a
substation under the Omaha Post Office. The title of
postmaster was changed to superintendent and then
to station manager. A temporary superintendent,
Charles Johnson, served for a short time between
the tenure of O'Linn McGui re and Vern D. Musgrove.
The present station manager in 1987 is Joseph
Marcuzzo, who has been manager for three years .
The Benson station , at this time, has si xty
employees making approximately 14,932 deliveries a
day on 34 routes. The post office staff handles
61,875 pieces of mail daily.

son rates were lower than those of Omaha; there was
no added cost for fire protection even though fire
hydrants were first installations; interest was paid
promptly on the outstanding bonds; enough revenue
was received to continue extending water mains as
well as to acquire extra equipment at the plant.
In 1912, the installation of a new air pressure
pump increased the pressure of the water so much
that, according to the Benson Times, Mr. Hansen
declared that " he could get enough water to float a
battle ship inside of an hour."
In 1913, more bonds were approved to build an addition to the waterworks and to install a triplex
pump . These improvements were planned to service
a population that could grow at least three times
larger than the 4,000 to 5,000 people who inhabited
Benson in 1913.

Waterworks
Long after the closing of the waterworks, a
100-foot water tower near 61 st and Lake Streets
reminded Benson residents that they had once had
their own municipal water system. In 1905, voters approved a $20,000 bond issue to provide a building
and the necessary machinery. The initial system,
built in 1906, was primitive, with limited water
pressure at times. But many Bensonites were quick
to install plumbing in their homes.
The plant was chiefly a one man operation. The
water commissioner, Mr. Hansen, not only operated
the plant, but sent out and collected all of the bills,
oversaw all installations, made minor repairs, and
submitted a monthly report to the City Council. He
had a part-time assistant in the summer to keep the
pumps running at night.
The bare bones operation may explain why the
waterworks was always a paying proposition . Ben-

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The Benson Waterworks building, 61 st and Lake. Cylindrical
storage tower Is in the rear to the left. Smaller tower to the right is
unidentified. Front portion of the building was finished in 1913.
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Cornerstone of the Benson waterworks building. The building was
actually built In several sections. The cornerstone is In one of the
most recent additions to the building.

About this same time, the method of charging for
water changed from a flat fee to a metered rate.
Customers also paid for the meter.
Despite reasonable rates, there were people who
could not or would not pay for city water. If
necessary, a person could obtain a key from the
water commissioner to open a hydrant for water. The
minimal fee for this was $1.00 . Still many people
helped themselves by attempting to open the
hydrants without a key or with a homemade one. The
practice damaged many hydrants. The city council
was forced to impose a stiff fine for anyone caught
in the act of opening the hydrant, or found with an
unauthorized key, or even with a pattern to make a
key.
As the town expanded , so did the requests for
water service. When residents in a new addition requested service, they were told that a main could be
extended, but that they would be required to dig the
trenches for it under the supervision of the water
commissioner.

Bensonites were proud of the purity of the water
from the Benson well. The city physician, Dr.
Loechner, would often caution people to carry a supply of drinking water if they planned to spend much
time in Omaha or other nearby towns. Diseases carried by contaminated water were more common in
those locations. When the Omaha Country Club installed a bubble drinking fountain on the grounds,
members said the water from the Benson system
was so good that ice was not necessary.
With annexation to Omaha, the Benson waterworks suspended operation in 1917. Benson
residents claimed that drinking Missouri river water
could not compare to the taste of the cool sweet
water that they were accustomed to. They also complained of the limited water pressure and worried
that it was insufficient in case of a major fire.
Residents and merchants were dissatisfied with the
lack of regular street sprinkling to control the dust.
Today, there may be few people who remember
the quality of the hometown water, but folks in the
Benson area are still complaining of low water
pressure .
After the waterworks building was abandoned, it
was used to grow mushrooms until the Benson
American Legion acquired it about 1937. It was the
home of Post 112 for fifty years before the Legion
moved its gathering place to the southeast corner of
62nd and Maple Streets.

The Benson waterworks building, until recently the home of
American Legion Post 112.

Library
When the Benson school system was barely four
years old, Bernard H. Post, one of the earliest
pioneers of the region, donated $270 to buy books
for the school library. A considerable number of
books could be purchased for that amount of money
in 1894. Post 's gesture probably can be considered
the first effort to provide library service to the community. With no other library in town, the school
library was open on Saturday afternoons during the

summer to make available reading material for the
children of Benson. This arrangement remained for
about twenty years. Sporadic attempts were made to
organize a regular library, but the necessary bond
issues met with resistance at the polls.
At one time, Bensonites tried to receive one of the
2,800 libraries that the Carnegie Foundation built in
small towns across the United States. That attempt
failed .
Finally, in 1914, the Benson city council worked
out a plan with the Omaha library board to establish
a branch station at Sprague's Pharmacy. Payment to
the Omaha library was based on the assessed valuation of property in Benson. The first payment to
Omaha was $485.77. To cover his expenses, Charles
Sprague received a penny for every book circulated.
Everyone had free use of the library. To secure a
card , it was merely necessary to verify an address
within the area (the same requirement as today.) The
branch station started with 100 titles and a promise
of delivery of different books each week. This plan
continued until April 1918.
After annexation , Bensonites expected to have a
full-service branch library. When several years
passed without any library service, residents and
organizations began a letter-writing campaign to the
mayor, city commissioners and library board
members. A lack of funds held up making any decision to bring library service to Benson. Early in 1923,
when funds were found, a portion of the second floor
of the Community Center was allocated for library
use, and on June 8, 1923, the Benson Branch Library
opened. Daily circulation averaged about 100 books
during the first weeks of operation .
The library faced sparse resources, since no direct
appropriation had been made for it. The Benson
Women 's Club held a benefit movie at the Benalto
Theater to provide funds to buy books.
People living in the school districts under city
supervision were eligible to borrow books free, while
those who lived in the rural sect ions of Benson
could receive a card by paying fifty cents quarterly.
During the nearly twenty years that it was in the
Community Center, the book-lined room would fill
with the everpresent aroma of the firemen 's cooking
in the kitchen below. During the Depression years,
some students came to the library to do homework
because they had little heat or no electricity at
home.
Although it served hundreds of people, the
upstairs library was a cramped and makeshift affair
at best. With bookshelves in front of some of the
windows, the facility had reached its limit by 1940.
With the prospect of being able to use WPA labor to
build a new library, supporters urged the city to find
a site. (WPA was the abbreviation for the Works Progress Administration, a federal program begun in the
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depression to provide construction jobs for the
unemployed.)
Following the pattern of previous attempts to acquire a library throughout the years, progress was
slow in this attempt also. After the WPA funds were
assured, a conflict of opinion delayed approval of the
plans. The controversy was whether all of the space
should be devoted to library fac ilities, or whether an
assembly room for organ izations should be included. The Benson Women 's Club , with the strong
support of Finance Commissioner Harry Knudson,
wanted a meeting room with a kitchen for its use,
and for the use of other organizations when not
reserved for th e Women 's Club. Others, including
Bertha Baumer and some members of the library
board , felt that since library funds were so scarce ,
the bu ild ing shou ld be design ed for library use only.
The final compromise was to reserve the basemen t
area for a community hall, open to all organizations
on an equal basis for cultural , edu cational or civic
activities .
The groundbreaking for the $40,000 library took
place on a frigid day in November, 1941 . With the
stockpiling of materials for defense already taking
place even though the United States had not entered
the world war, obtaining building supplies posed a
problem. The year before the library construction
began , 20th street in downtown Omaha had been rebuilt and the c ity had saved the old cobblestones.
Those, along with other salvage materials, were used
to build the library. By the time the building was
completed and ready to be stocked with books, the
planned metal shelving was unavailable. Substituted
were wood bookshelves, which actually enhanced
the interior woodwork. The slowness in construction
was also due to a shortage of skilled workmen . Many
were recruited for defense projects, and many others
were drafted into the armed forces. The bricklayers,
carpenters and electricians had gone to war!

The Benson branch of the Omaha Public Library. It was built In
1941·2, at the beginning of World War II. Due to shortages of
building materials, the exterior was faced with used cob·
blestones. 1987 photo.
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The library held Its grand opening in September,
1942, and has been one of th e busiest branch
libraries in the city. In the mid 1970s, when the faci lity again became cramped , there was speculation
that a larger library might be built o utside of the Benson business district. Citizens expressed concern
that the Benson branch be retained, and that if a new
bui lding was necessary, it remain in the heart of Benson . Every assurance has been mad e by c ity officials
that the Benson branch will remain open . A study
has been made that gives three options for possible
expansion on the present site at some future date.
Today, the Benson library, open 57 hours a week,
has five full -time and three part-time employees.
Mrs. Nancy Hamlin rep laced Mrs. Lucy Lewis as
head librarian in the fall of 1986.
Whether enjoyed for the literature that it holds, or
for the distinctive architectu re that enhan ces th e
business district, the library has always been valued
by Benson citizens.

Omaha World-Herald files
Another example of WPA (Works Progress Administration) labor
in the Benson area. This picture looking northwest from 65th and
Military was taken In the fall of 1937. Brick paving had replaced the
dirt paving of the old " Military Road," and was now being repaired.

Omaha World-Herald files
looking southeast from 63rd and Spencer during construction of
the Northwest Radial Highway. The elevator In the center burned
In 1971.

Transportation
Adequate transportation ranks high on the list of
facilities needed to create a thriving town. Erastus
Benson planned for this when he purchased the
Creighton farm. His application for a street railway
franchise was granted the same week that he platted
his townsite. The route of the Benson Motor Railway
Company ran from what is now 40th and Cuming
Streets to 63rd and Maple Streets. The streetcar barn
stood in the middle of 63rd Street.

son line then extended to Albright, a settlement
south of the South Omaha business district.
In later years , the east end of the st reetcar line
ended on the west side of Hamscom Park. It turned
around in Benson at the intersect ion of 65th Avenue
and Maple Street. After World War II, the streetcars
gradually gave way to buses . Several neighborhood
and crosstown bus routes presently serve the Benson area.
Whatever improvements might be made, the re
always seemed to be dissatisfied customers. When
the streetcar ran on a ten-minute schedule, some
wanted It to be seven minutes; when that was
achieved , some complained that it shou ld be every
five minutes. Periodically, these complaints were
brought to the Benson city council. Their response

Courtesy Steiger Family
" Gettln' 'er back on track." The wheel from the car apparently left
the track. The men are using a heavy plank as a lever to lift the car
and swing the wheel back In place. Picture from the late 1890s at
the end of the line for the Benson and Halcyon Heights Street
Railway, at 63rd and Maple. St. Paul's Methodist Church is in the
background.

Touted as being modern and efficient, the steam
engine, a Baldwin " dummy" as it was called, proved
to be noisy and troublesome. Complaints that it
frightened horses along the road were frequent. It
was soon converted to a horse-drawn car, but was
still unable to fulfill the glowing promise of quick
and frequent service to Omaha. In 1890, a Chicago
syndicate that had acquired the Halcyon Heights addition teamed up with Erastus Benson to Introduce a
modern electric transit system. The improvement in
service of the new Benson and Halcyon Heights
Company encouraged people who worked in Omaha
to settle in Benson.
The route changed through the years. The late
Edna Snell , a lifelong Benson resident and longtime
teacher, told of having to transfer at 45th and Grant
Streets to the Omaha line when she was attending
the Omaha (Central) High School. Eventually, the
Benson and Halcyon Heights Company merged with
the Omaha Street Railway, as did a half-dozen other
independent systems in the Omaha area. The Ben-

Omaha World- Herald files
An open-air "summer" street car, similar to the ones which ran on
the Benson lines. This photo was taken at the end of the line at
Fairmont Park in Council Bluffs.

GETTING OFF THE CAR

Omaha World-Herald files
Streetcar riding did have its hazards, particularly if you were a lady
with a long skirt.
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was to threaten to raise the occupation tax if the
streetcar company did not satisfy the customers.
Sometimes this worked. Complaints continued after
annexation , but this particular leverage was then
lost.
People who lived on the edges of Benson regularly
pushed for extended servi ce. Developers encouraged this as in the case of the Morningside Development Company which hoped residents could persuade the transit company to extend a line south to
Biondo Street. Those living in additions on the north
side of Benson tried to get an extension of the line
along Military Avenue as far west as Mount Hope
Cemetery. For many years, residents in outlying
districts had a long hike to reach the streetcar line.
Benson Historical Society flie s
Mrs. Nellie Jensen's home, confectionery and lunch room on the
southwest corner of 65th and Maple. The streetcars jumped the
tracks and damaged the house several times. · 1915 photo.

Courtesy David Henry
Conductor Carl Zlch (standing on the street) and a streetcar that
ran on the Benson line.

the ground. Supplies were brought to Benson by a
team of horses or mules and a wagon . Fragile items
were lucky to arrive in good condition after be ing
bounced over the deeply-rutted roads.
Around 1904, W.E. Johnson started a freight line
between Omaha and Benson. At first he operated out
of the Wulff Brothers General Store. Later, he built a
garage on the north side of Military at the intersect ion with Lynn Avenue (60th Avenue). In 1906, he obtained an auto freight truck, one of the largest in the
area. This was a vast improvemen t for the freight service to Benson.
Another freight sevice, the Morton Express , was
started by Ben Morton for his son , James. This company had offices in Sprague's Drugstore. In 1914 it
was sold to Russell and Ward Walsh .
This freight service that started as a small -town
operation, grew into a part of the Greyhound Cor-

Courtesy KMTV · Bostwick Frohart collection
The end of the streetcar line · at 65th Ave. and Maple.

As the population increased, businesses that supported it needed more goods. Getting those provisions to Benson in the early years was difficult.
Though there was much talk of the need for a
railroad to bring in supplies and to haul produce
from the surrounding farms, the project never got off
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Courtesy Richard and Dolores Lindsay
Freight trucks belonging to Benson Transfer company, In front of
the office on the east side of Military, between Maple and Binney.
Th ird man from the left is Fred Whe_tstone.

poration . Russell Walsh started his Benson Transfer
Company with a team of horses and a wagon. He
operated out of Tindell 's Newsstand on Military
Avenue. In 1919 he moved his office to 6120 Military
Ave.
Walsh's ambition went beyond hauling merchandise between Omaha and Benson. He bought the
Omaha-Nebraska City bus line in 1923, equipping it
with a new 25 passenger bus. This was the beginning
of bus service that covered Nebraska and Iowa. The
Interstate Transit Lines was headquartered in the
Post Block on Military Avenue. Walsh , in 1923, joined
with other bus lines to provide transcontinental bu s
service. In that same year, Union Pacifi c bought Interstate Transit Lines and asked Walsh to remain as
president. In 1952 the Greyhound Corporation
bought the bus company from Union Pacific and retained Walsh as head of the organization.

Travel By Motor Bus .I

Inter-State Transit Company
Omaha, Nebraska
Courtesy Don Albright
Russell Walsh's bus line of the mld·1920s. A trip to Fremont took
1Y2 hours - to Lincoln, 2V2 hours.

Courtesy Douglas County Historical Society
Russell J . Walsh, pioneer in midwest transportation .

Whatever the mode, t he smoothness of traffic
depended on the condition of the roads and streets.
Grading and paving new streets within Benson occupied the attention of the city government for
years. In early days, unpaved streets aroused the ire
of Benson citizens who had to put up with traveling
either hub deep in dust or hub deep in mud. The first
paving project covered two blocks of Maple Street
from the intersection with Military Avenue east to
60th Avenue. Steady progress was made in the paving of Benson , but residents still had to contend with
rough passage on roads- sometimes barely
paths- surrounding the town. An especially
treacherous stretch was the county section of
Military between the Benson city limits at 52nd
Street and the Omaha city limits at 48th. Many a vehicle got stuck before the road was paved in 1914.
In the late 1920s, proposed routing of Ames
Avenue aroused concern among Benson merchants.
North Omaha businessmen attempted to persuade
the city to grade and pave Ames Avenue straight
west to a point where it would meet Military Road
near Mount Hope Cemetery. This would make a
direct east-west route to North Omaha. Benson merchants feared the people might bypass Benson. Park
Commissioner Joseph Hummel , who was working to
acquire and develop the Williams' tract for a park, opposed the plan and it was soon dropped.
In the 1950s, construction began on a major
thoroughfare that would extend from downtown
Omaha to the growing resi dent ial area beyond Benson. The Northwest Radial Highway angles through
Benson, bypassing the main commercial area, and
then northwest on Military Avenue. At its completion
in 1957, the Benson community celebrated the opening of the street with a "Jubilee Days " festival.

Another step In the development of Benson was the Northwest
Radial Highway, opened In 1957. It was designed to speed traffic
from the downtown area to the developing housing areas to the
northwest of Benson by taking through traffic away from the com·
mercia I areas on Maple Street. The net result was new commercial
development on the Radial Highway Itself.
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Communication
Newspapers
The advent of newspaper publishing in Benson
coincided with the community's rapid growth around
1900. The initial reference to a Benson-based
newspaper was recorded in the minutes of the
village board meeting in December, 1899. It was
mentioned that a bill had been submitted by the Benson News. This apparently was a short-lived publication, as no copies are known to exist.
The Benson Times, founded by Lew Raber,
debuted on November 7, 1903. A four-column , eightpage paper, it contained a smattering of local news
and a few columns of advertising. Many doubted that
this paper would survive, but it became the voice of
the community for many years.
A stranger in town could quickly become acquainted with Benson by reading The Times .
Besides being the official voice of the proceedings
of city government, it published real estate transactions and other legal notices. It occasionally printed
items concerning town history. News of church ,
school and club activities shared space with the
news of the day-to-day experiences of individuals.
Residents with telephones in their homes could
expect a weekly call from the editor seeking news of
their social life or the state of their health. For those
without phones, the editor urged that they stop by
the newspaper office or mail items of interest. The
homespun advertisements often gave insight into
the personality of local merchants as well as
description s of their merchandise.
In the spring of 1904, the Benson Times moved into a building at 705 Main Street (so uth side of Maple
Street between 62nd and 63rd). In that year, the
village board gave the paper the first legal notice for
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Benson Historical Society files
Lew W. Raber, editor and publisher of the Benson Times, about
1904.
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publication , an ordinance to regu late and license the
sale of liquor.
The Benson Times was one of the three largest
country papers in Nebraska by 1907. About this t ime,
the newspaper office had to be moved to the north
side of the street to make way for the bui lding of the
Eagles Hall.
In 1908, the Times was purchased by Arthur
Thomas, who installed a job plant with a $4,000 printing press . To accommodate the size of the press, the
paper had to be reduced from eight co lumns to six
columns. Lillian Ste iger was assistant to the editor.
The plant was equipped to print everything from milk
tickets to large posters. Formal items such as cal ling cards and wedding invitat ions co uld also be
printed. Soon it was necessary to purchase another
press to accommodate the thriving business.
In the fal l of 1908, Thomas incorporated a Douglas
County Times ed ition with the Benson Times. This
edition, in existence only a short time, covered news
of many communities in Douglas County.
A special interest newspaper was started by the
Rev. J.M. Leidy, the anti-saloon preacher, about
1908. The Benson Enterprise was the voice of the
Anti-Saloon League of Douglas County. Rev. Leidy
was a leader in the movement to close saloons in
Benson , and the beer garden in Krug Park. His
followers said that "Leidy's pen is as keen as the
scimitar of Saladin. He will put Rosewater (the editor
of the Omaha Bee News) and other brewery apolo·
gists to rout before the campaign gets very old." The
Enterprise soon merged with a weekly call ed the
Douglas County Issue.
Ownership of the Benson Times had changed
hands again by 1910. E.M. Jacobberger was the proprietor and editor, while Lillian Steiger became the
city editor. At this time the paper returned to its
eight-column format. The office was located in
Tindell's store. A later move put it into the Oleson
Building at 5914 Military with a new owner, George
Lawson.
Throughout the fi rst few decades of its existence,
the Times was a tireless booster of Benson. It frequently exhorted c it izens to be more vigorous
boosters of their town -and of their newspaper. To
encourage peop le to subscribe, the paper commented that , " A newspaper is like a wife; every man
should have one of his own and not borrow his
neighbor's. " In urging merchants to advertise, it
reminded them, " Don 't let the first place that your
name is printed be on your epitaph. "
In 1920, another paper, called th e Benson Leader,
was started by the Norman and Burkett Printing
Company. Mrs. Mary Morton Young was news editor.

George Lawson sold the Benson Times to the Norman and Burkett Company in 1921. Norman subsequently bought Burkett 's interest in the paper and
combined the Leader and the Times under the Times
masthead.
The paper continued to carry news of the activities
of the many groups in Benson as well as stories
about major happenings in the community, but its
editorials gradually lost the flavor of small town concerns.

The Benson Times

It's just a little paper from the
northwest part of town;
A far cry from the dailies, that on
Sundays weigh us down.
It 's printed every Friday, and has
no supplement,
Nor colored rotogravure, but most
all are glad it's sent.
It gives no clever verses by syndi·
cated bards,
But states that Mrs. J. W. Fitch
entertained at cards;
"Ye Scribe" saw Jim Howard shaking
hands with friends today;
It says the Heider family have
sold out and moved away.
On some things it's silent, and
there's nothing on finance.
It tells that the Rebekahs will soon
give a dance;
That Miss McNamara has returned
to open up the school;
That L.L. Porter is no longer driv·
ing mules.
It's glad that J. L. Corbaley can
be around again.
And claims that the crops are
much in need of rain.
The worldly ones may smile at it,
but their's are tender smiles.
These home-town items form a bond
through many years and miles.
Oh, little "small town paper," with
your little weekly talks!
Most every one likes to wander with
you, down remembered roads and
walks.
···Benson Times

The first move to consolidation with other
neighborhood papers came in 1954 when the Benson
Times and the North Omaha Booster were purchased by David Blacker.
Blacker, who operated the South Omaha Sun ,

combined his acquisitions into Sun Newspapers of
Omaha. By the 1960s, the Sun printed seven
neighborhood editions each week- first on
Thursdays and later on Wednesdays. The Benson
Times still contained much news of the business
district and of the neighborhood schools.
Blacker subsequently merged all of the
neighborhood papers into the Omaha Community
Newspapers. They were named the Sun Newspapers
of Omaha on Oct. 30, 1958. The Benson Times
became the Benson Sun.
When Blacker d ied in 1965, his son-in-law, Stan
Lipsey, took control of the company. Warren Buffett
bought the Sun chain in 1969, and sold it in 1981 to
Bruce Sagan, a Chicago newspaperman. Sagan 's
ownership was short-lived. The paper began to
flounder. In an unsuccessful lawsuit, Sagan contended that unfair competit ion from the Omaha
World-Herald had made the Sun papers unprofitable.
By 1983, the Sun was unable, financially, to continue. The last issue was published Oct. 9, 1983. For
the first time in 80 years , Benson was without a
publication reflecting its area.

The Telephone
Although a city ordinance was passed in 1901 to
allow telephone wires to be strung in Benson ,
telephone service did not begin unti l February, 1906.
The Nebraskas Telephone Exchange, located on the
second floor of the Howard bui lding at 6105-07
Maple, began service with 62 customers. Joseph
McGuire was the first to install a telephone in his
home. Within months, the list of subscribers grew to
200 and continued to steadily increase.
In 1911 , the townspeople were able to reach
beyond the confines of Benson by using the longdistance telephone wh ich had been installed in E.H .
Tindell 's store.
By 1912, Benson residents had been enjoying the
convenience of te lephone communication a scant
six years, but during that time it had changed f rom a
novelty to a necessity so quickly that they were
already clamoring for more ope rators and repairmen
to improve and expand the system. Their complaints
about service brought a response from the Benson
Times in the form of a poem:
If at first you don 't succeed
Call, call again.
If your " central" does not heed
Call, call again.
Don 't get angry, start to swear,
Throw a book, or kick a chair.
Central, too, has things to bear
Call, call again.
39

technological advances occurred in July 1938. In
that month, the 15,000 customers of the Walnut and
Glendale exchanges began to dial the phone
numbers they wanted, instead of having the operator
connect them .
Today, nearly a half-century later, Benson
customers of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company have numerous electronic devices and a wide
range of services available that make communication instant and effortless. The operators at
"central " have been replaced by relays, switches
and transistors, and the promise of even greater
wonders in the future .

Courtesy Northwestern Bell Telephone Co.
The Benson Telephone exchange In October, 1906. F.F. Linder, on
the left, was in charge of the office. " Hello girls" were: Cella
Christensen (chief operator), Darlene Longacre, Hattie Esmay,
Rose Davis, Emily Davis and Gertrude Childs. Ida Bowes was not
in the picture. Mrs. Thomas Hawkins had previously been the
chief operator.

Courtesy Sandy Christofferson
The James A. Howard general store on the southwest corner of
61st and Maple, before 1900. The Odd Fellows and Modern
Woodmen met In the upstairs hall. Note the wood "sidewalk" and
mud street. This photo was reproduced from a glass·plate
negative found In the former Martig home.

Courtesy William Sprague
The Howard Building, built in 1904. The telephone exchange was
located on the east side of the second floor. The decorations were
for a convention of the Order of the Eagles in 1907.

Customers had to ring "central ," as the telephone
operator was called, in order to reach the party they
wished to speak to. In small towns, central soon
became the " ears" of the community.
With the population of Benson nearly 4,000 in
1912, the city directory listed 440 telephone
numbers. By 1915, the listing had increased to 695.
After annexation into Omaha in 1917, Benson
customers were served by the Walnut exchange of
the Omaha telephone system. All of the telephone
numbers began with WA-. By the 1930s, a new exchange, Glendale (GL-), served some customers in
the Benson area.
For Bensonites, the beginning of modern
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Benson Historical Society files
Store fronts on the south side of Maple between 61st and 62nd,
looking east. Photo taken sometime between 1904 and 1912.

Commercial Development
The first known commercial endeavor in the Benson area, which probably started in the 1860s, was
the way station on the Military Road across from
what was then Williams' Lake, now Benson Park. It
was appropriately known as " Robber's Roost" .
Little else is known of commercial enterprises until the platting of Benson In 1887. Few records exist
from that time as to specific businesses. During the
'60s , '70s and early '80s, the area was primarily family farms. The 1880s was a time of economic expansion , of immigration into the state, of good farm
crops, of real estate speculation and of a general
upswing in the economy. In the 1890s, though , the
pendulum swung the other way- crops were bad ,
businesses failed , speculators lost a great deal of
money and the general economy slowed. This
period, the 1890s, was the first full decade of Benson 's history- hardly an auspicious beginning .
In the 1890s, a few businesses were able to start
near the intersections of the dirt roads called
Military and " Mayne" streets. Erastus Benson
named Mayne Street (later called Main Street and
still later called Maple Street) after his friend and
business associate, real estate speculator Clifton E.
Mayne. Most of these early Benson businesses were
housed in easily and economically erected wood
frame buildings.
One of the earliest businessmen in the area was
Jacob Gehrig, an immigrant from Switzerland, who
delivered milk in 1889 to the new homes. He later
bought a saloon on the northeast corner of what is
now Military and Maple, and still later sold it to Mr.
Kurten .
George Snell 's family came to Benson in 1888. He
was a carpenter and built many of the early stores

Courtesy Gehrig Family
Interior of Gehrig's Saloon; I to r: Dr. Loechner, John Camenzlnd,
Sr., a drifter, Jake Gehrig, Sr.

and homes, as well as the Benson Central School at
63rd & Maple. His daughter, Edna Snell, taught at
Rosehill School for 35 years.
In 1892 Joseph McGuire came to Benson and
opened a meat and grocery store. The McGuire fami ly was very involved in the commercial and political
activity of Benson for many years as everything from
postmaster and owners of a barbershop/cigar stand
to operators of a grain elevator and coal yard .
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Joseph McGuire's businesses, which included a general store,
meat market, feed and grain elevator, livery and a coal yard.

Benson Historical Society flies
Jacob Gehrig's Saloon on the northeast corner of Military and
Maple Streets about 1905. Earlier In his business career he had
delivered milk.

James Howard came in 1893 to open a general
store on the southwest corner of what is now 61st
and Maple. He later sold this store to the Wulff
brothers, and became more involved in real estate
and banking business.
By 1894, Mrs. Etta Romer had the distinction of be41

ing the first, and for sometime the only, woman who
actually owned and ran her own business, Romer's
Bakery. It was located on the south side of Maple,
between what is now 60th Ave. and 61 st St., about
where Ben Franklin now stands. Many women
worked in their husbands' stores, but she was
unique in that time in being the proprietor of a
business.
Also, sometime prior to 1894, William Hackman
set up a blacksmith shop on the north side of Mayne
Street, approximately where Haney Shoe store is
now located.

Benson Historical Society files
Peter Gravert's Saloon on the northwest corner of Military and
Maple, probably in the late 1890s. Box-shaped object in front of
the building Is the scale for weighing grain or coal wagons. A gas
street lamp is next to the scale.

An eight-room hotel had been built on the southwest corner of 62nd and Maple quite earl y. In 1897 it
was operated by J.H. McGinnis. With no railroads or
seasonal industry to bring transient residents to
town , the hotel business seems to have been a losing proposition in Benson.
Courtesy William Sprague
The William Hackman blacksmith shop of the late 1890s and early
1900s, located about where Johnson's Hardware is now. Hackman
moved away, but his daughter, Sophia, stayed and married phar·
macist Charles Sprague.

In 1895, the W.H. Tindell family arrived . Their son ,
Ernest, was to remain in Benson as a businessman
for many decades, operating the newspaper distribution for the Omaha Bee and the Omaha Daily News.
He also sold a variety of other items, from " soda
pop " to fresh cut flowers, which were grown on their
acreage on Maple Street to the west of the town.
Many of the pictures of early Benson which remain
today are from " picture postcards" that were taken
by photographer George Barr, and which Mr. Tindell
sold from his "news stand."
Peter Gravert, an immigrant from Germany, arrived
in 1895 and bought a saloon on the northwest corner
of Military and Mayne. He became embroiled in a
feud with Joseph McGuire because he allowed
women to be seated in an area of his saloon. This affront to the customs of the times outraged McGuire,
who lost no opportunity to comment on the moral
character of anyone who would allow such behavior
in his place of business. Gravert opened a rival feed
and grain business, reportedly in an attempt to ruin
McGuire financially and thus " even the score" with
him. The result was that no great economic harm
came to either party in the dispute, and Benso!l had
another new business.
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Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The Benson Hotel on the southwest corner of 62nd and Maple,
around the turn of the century. It was built in the early 1890s, and
had 8 guest rooms.

Mrs. Henry Hoeker did operated a boarding house
around the turn of the century, which was
sometimes referred to as a hotel. It was located at
the corner of 60th and Maple and was quite a popular
gathering place.

Courtes y Ernest Tindell collection
Inside the Wulff Brothers general store; I to r: W.H. Tindell,
unidentified man, E.H. Tindell , Gus Wulff and W.E. Johnson.

Courtesy Steiger family
A barber shop of the 1890s. Note the gas lights.

By the 1900s, economic times were better. There
were still only dirt (or mud) streets throughout the
area, and a few wooden sidewalks. Walking on these
sidewalks could be tricky, as stepping on the wrong
place could cause a loose board to trip the unwary
pedestrian. As the years went on and the population
increased, more and more wooden store fronts appeared on Mayne Street. Occasionally, a more permanent brick structure replaced the wood. Fires
were not uncommon, and many a business moved to
better quarters after being burned out.
The brick " Howard Building" was built about 1904
at what is now 6105-6107 Maple. The lower floor
housed the newly formed Bank of Benson on one
side and the Benson Drug Store on the other. The
telephone exchange and Dr. Loechner were on the
second floor. The Benson Drug Store was bought in
1904 by Charles Sprague, and continues in business
to this day.
By coincidence, Mr. Howard was the president of
the Bank of Benson and Peter Gravert was on its
board of directors. A few years later, the Farmers and
Merchants Bank was formed, with Gravert's rival ,
Joseph McGuire, as one of the incorporators. The
original building of the Farmers and Merchants Bank
still stands, at 6124 Military Ave., now occupied by
Rita's Tavern . The bank later moved to the building
two doors west of its rival , The Bank of Benson.
The Odd Fellows Building, on the southeast corner of what is now 61st and Maple, was built about
1904. The lower floor has housed various businesses
throughout the years, from the combination furniture
and undertaking business of the early years,

Benson Historical Society files
E. Kuerten and his Benson Busy Market, featuring meat, fish and
poultry; located mid·block on the south side of Maple between
61 st and 62nd. Later this became Olson's Meat Market. Photo
from 1900·1910.
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Interior of Anna Nissen's Millinery Store. She sold not only hats,
but all sorts of sewing materials and notions. The store was on the
south side of Maple, at the intersection with Military Ave.
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operated first by I.C. McPherson and then by G.H .
Tuttle , to Randall 's, Grossman's and then
Pancoast's dry goods, and now Benson Arts and
Crafts. The hall on the upper floor has served as
much more than a meeting place for the lodge. During the early years, more than one church group
used this space for Sunday services while they were
first organizing.

Courtesy Lois Sharp
Photographer Goerge Barr, who bought the Lancaster Photo
Studio at 2722 N. 62nd St. The large window on the side of the
building took advantage of the north light for portrait work. Many
of the scenes in this book are copies of Barr's photos, which were
originally sold as "picture post cards."

..

decade of the 1900s gives an idea of the wants and
needs of the customers of that day:
1901 . Wulff General Store
1902 . Schneider-Leach Auto Service;
Breitinger Harness Shop; Chris Lyck
Bakery; Rivett Lumber & Coal; Kaiser's
Paints
1903. Zellar's Restaurant; Thoelecke Jewelry;
Stuchlik Shoe Shop; Benson Times
Newspaper
1904. Burmeister Tin Shop; Benson Cement
Works; Johnson's Freight & Transfer
1905. Chalupsky's " Fair" Store; Balster Meats;
Searson 's "Ye llow Front" Drug Store;
Crossett Jewelry; Heyden Bros. Hardware; Grove-Wharton Construction;
Regan Bakery; McCandless Restaurant
& Pool Hall ; Gravert's Elevator; Baker &
Meisinger store
1906 .
Lancaster Photo; Benson Ice & Coal;
Hills Plumbing ; Peska's Cash Store;
A.E. Seelmire, blacksmith
1907. Gatz Tailor; Wm. McKeown Blacksmith;
Benson Steam Laundry; J.W. Barlow's
Saloon; Nystrom's General Store
1908. Olson 's Meat Market
1909. Anna Nissen's Dry Goods; J.A. Gould,
blacksmith
Also, numerous saloons were in the area,
doubtless serving as one of the "drawing cards" for
the farmers to come to Benson for their Saturday
trading, as well as providing places for locals to
quench their thirst the rest of the week .

Courtesy David Henry
William McKeown's Blacksmith Shop on 62nd Street just south of
Maple.

The hard times of the 1890s passed, and the first
decade of the 1900s showed a great deal of commercial activity; the town was growing, houses were be·
ing built , and the farmers had come to consider Benson a "good place to trade." Many a business was
started, only to be sold a year or so later to a new entrepreneur. By 1905, there were twenty-five retail
businesses on Mayne and Military streets. A partial
li sting of the businesses that began during the first
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Courtesy Dick Watson I Olson Family
Interior of Olson's Meat Market. Charlie Olson at the cash register
with son, Carl, next to him. Customer is unidentified.

During this general period a number of dairies and
nurseries appeared on the o utskirts of the growing
town. At one time or another, there were over 100
smal l producer/deliverer dairies in the general area.

One of the largest dairies near Benson was the Post
Dairy, located west of 72nd street, between Biondo
and Maple, in the area that would later be developed
as Benson Gardens. The Posts were to be influential
in the area for many years. The triangular brick
business building on the northwest corner of Maple
and Military, built in 1918, is known as the Post
Block; the two-story building across Maple to the
south, now housing West Omaha Appliance, was
called the Post Building.

Notice from the names of the producers that most
dairymen were from Denmark, Northern Germany or
Switzerland, where this had been the primary occupation.

Courtesy Bernice (Bucher) Buckingham
The Sunnyside Dairy delivered the milk in 1932. Pictured are owner
William Bucher and his son George.

Benson Historical Society files
One of the large dairy barns of the Post Dairy, located west of
72nd Street, near Biondo.

Other large and successful dairies in the area were
the George Sorenson dairy northwest of 66th and
Redick Ave. , Underwood Dairy southwest of 90th and
Maple, Camezinds near 63rd and Evans, Sam Sorenson's Keystone Dairy just off of Maple near 80th
street and the Vercruysse Dairy on the southwest
corner of 52nd and Ames. Other dairies and their
operators as they are remembered:
Sunnyside Dairy
Bill Bucher
Royal Dairy
Bob Pettit
Parkwood Dairy
Ed Buller
Locus Lane Dairy
Chris Jensen
Famous Dairy
Louis Jessen
Western Dairy
Verner and Rask
Terkelsen
Nels Petersen
Prettiest Mile
Producers Dairy
John Kratz
Jim Jensen
Freesland Dairy
Louis Andresen
Central Park Dairy
Woodland Park Dairy Rask Terkelsen
Max Johansen
West Benson Dairy
Chris Karr
Sunnyslope Dairy
Ole Jensen
Elmwood Dairy
Alfred Neilsen
Underwood Dairy
Mr. Brodegard
Peoples Dairy
Jack Horn
Horns Dairy
Midwest Dairy
Nils Jensen
Keystone Park Dairy Pete Bang
Russ Thompsen
Walnut Hill Dairy

One of the early horticu lturalists was Theodore
Williams, who had a large orchard in the Benson
Park area. He developed several new strains of fruit
trees which were sold commercially.
The gardens in Krug Park were planted and tended
by landscape gardener Rudy Timmler, who had a
nursery north of Maple on 57th Street. Florist
Charles Bonde also cared for the Krug Park gardens
at one time.
Flynn Nursery's warehouse was located at 65th
and Spencer, with nursery space southwest of 72nd
and Maple and an orchard just north of Maple on
Keystone Drive. The first sugar beets in Nebraska
were reportedly grown by the Flynns on ground that
is now Benson High School.
Sophus Andresen operated an apple orchard on
72nd and Redick that produced unti l a few years ago,
when the property was finally swallowed up by
Omaha's growth.
The decade of the 1910s has been called the
" golden years" of Nebraska agriculture. Benson,
relying heavily on farm trade, prospered accordingly.
The population of approxiamtely 500 in 1900 had
grown to over 3,000 in 1910, and was headed for over
5,000 by 1920.
The 1910's brought several men whose
businesses still remain in Benson. C.C. Johnson,
born in Benson, bought the Byars Bros. hardware
store in 1914. Max Feierman opened his jewelry
store in 1916. Benson Transfer was started by Ben
Morton for his son , James. They sold it in 1914 to
Russell and Ward Walsh ; Russell Walsh went on to
develop Interstate Trans it Bus Lines and eventually
to head the Greyhound Bus Lines .
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Courtesy Francis Maney Estate
Johnson's Cafe, on the north side of Maple between 61st and
62nd. Mrs. Johnson and the children reportedly ran the cafe, and
Mr. Johnson drove a streetcar.
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The Schaefer building on the north side of Maple in the 6100
block. Built in 1907 by Anton Schaefer, and replaced in 1923 by the
Bank of Benson building. Johnson's Restaurant and Bailey's
Billiards shared the main floor; meeting rooms and a dentist were
on the second floor.

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate
Morton's Express building on the southeast corner of 62nd and
Maple Streets; I to r, Marshal Maney, Charles Brodegaard, Ben
Morton, Mrs. Loechner.
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Other businesses that are now gone or have
relocated, but wi ll be remembered by many are:
1912- Lou ie Larsen Meats; Fred Bailey Real
Estate & Insurance; John Martig Plumbing; Kun cl's Market
1914- Bob Gronemeyer, blac ksmith
1915- The Yel low Front Drug Sto re became
Schille r' s Drugs
1918- J & R Motor Supply; Corbal y's Dry
Goods (later changed to Co rbaly's
Shoes)
1919- C.N . Wo lfe Grocery
In 1915, Charles Olson , of Olson's Meats, went into a new bus iness when he opened the f irst Ford
Motor agency in Benson. He once said that he made
more money on cars than he ever did by selling meat.
By the time that Omaha annexed Benson in 1917,
numerous other landmarks had come into bei ng. The
European Hotel was constructed, and still stands, on
the southwest corner of what is now 60th Ave. and
Maple. A bowli ng alley, operated by Fred Jenkins,
was across Maple on the north side of the street, and
the Benson Theater had set up business f urt her to
the west, originally on t he south side of Maple where
the building housing the Pegasus Book Store now
stands . George Stoltenberg was operating the grain
elevator at 6130 Military, and Benson boasted its
own auditorium on the second floor, over Bailey's
Billards, at 6104 1/2 Map le.
Most businesses of those day.s were open from 6
or 7 a.m. in the morn ing to at least 6 or 7 p.m. On
Saturdays, the stores stayed open unti I the farmers
had finished their trad ing, vis iting and drinking,
which was often 11 p.m . or midn ight. In addition,
prior to the " Blue Laws" enacted during the First
World War, the stores that sold pe rishables were
open Sunday mornings.
Numerous small grocery stores sprang up in this
period, independent as well as chain st ores. During

Courtesy Glen Knudsen
Knudsen's Grocery at 60th and Maple about 1915. This building
had briefly been the European Hotel.

this general tim e period , many groceries, meat
markets and bakeries existed, all apparently finding
adequate customers to survive. Old timers will
remember grocers Frank Rouse, Kunc l's Market,
Alford & Goodin, Paul Wolhner, H.F. Knudsen , C.N.
Wolfe, F.C. Wolf's West End Grocery, Jackson 's,
Benson Potato Market, Tuchman Bros., Steinberg 's,
Levine's Market and The Benson Market. Leo's Food
Market was known for displaying its fruits and
vegetables in open wooden racks in front of the
store. No doubt many a youngster yielded to the
temptation to pluck a grape as he passed by. Ross's
grocery remained in business until the early 1980s
when it became Bill 's Grocery. The early chain or
franchise stores were the Basket Store, O.P. Skaggs,
and much later the A & P, Hinky Dinky and Safeway.
Early meat markets were Olson 's, Louis Larson ,
G.A. Barr and Porter Meat s. Olson 's Meats was
known for miles around, and operated until the early
1970s when it was sold to the Stoysich family.

Courtesy Bob Wolf
Santa came to visit at F.C. Wolf's West End Grocery at 66th and
Maple. Checkerboard Stores was an early association of indepen·
dent grocers.

Benson Historical Society files
Dworak Grocery and Searson 's Drugs on the southwest corner of
62nd and Maple, built after the previous building was destroyed in
the fire of 1911.

Courtesy Rose McCurdy
Interior of the Benson Bakery, June 1926. Mrs. Manion is behind
the counter.

Courtesy Rose McCurdy
Making dinner rolls at the Benson Bakery. L to r, Vic Hansen, Sr.,
Chris Pallisen, Mrs. Manion. Photo June 1926.

Bakers were James Lyck, Sunlite Bakery , and C.R.
Carlson, Later came Vic Hansen, who sold to Joe
Drozda, who has now been succeeded by Olafer
Jonsson, the present proprietor of Benson Bakery.
Shoppers had to visit the grocer and butcher more
frequently because of lim ited facilities in their
homes to store perishables. Most homes still rel ied
on a regular visit from the Ice Man to replenish the
block of nature's coolant that kept in the ice box, or
even in a washtub in the basement. More frugal
residents saved a few pennies by sending their
youngsters with their coaster wagons to one of the
ice houses to bring home a block of ice.
The independent grocers all offered de livery service. Because many homes did not yet have
telephones, the grocery boys would go on foot to the
homes of their customers in the early mornings, collecting orders that would be filled and delivered in
the afternoon.
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Besides the established businesses, door to door
salesmen plied their trade. The early milkman would
ladle milk out of his large milk can into whatever
contai ner the housewife provided . A man with a
grinder made his rounds to sharpen knives and
scissors; another man carried a supply of floor
brooms and whisk brooms . " Banana Joe" would
stop by with a friendly word and a huge bunch of
bananas on his shoulder. Other solicitors brought
fresh vegetables and fruit. Many families raised
chickens and had large gardens.
A regular visitor in the winter was the coal man,
who dumped a load of coal into the basement. In the
process, he raised enough dust to keep the
housewife busy for several days.
The 1920s was a time of continuing bumper crops
for the farmers, but they were plagued by many of
the problems which are present today. Many farmers
had over-expanded during the high prices of World
War I. They had bought land and machinery on credit
at high prices, and prices for crops had not kept up
with the rest of the economy. In 1923 the Bank of
Benson had optimistically moved from the Howard
Building, across Maple to spacious new quarters.
Apparently they, too, had over-expanded, because in
1926 the State Guarantee Fund Commission began
the process of closing the bank.
Business in Benson was still good, but new
businesses were not being opened at as rapid a pace
as during the two previous decades. Some new
businesses of the 1920's were:
1920- P.A. Clark Supply
1921 - F.C. Wolf's West End Grocery at the
" end of the car line " at 65th Ave. & Maple
1922- Thomas Benson 's Benson Cleaners
1923- Bethard's Dry Goods - later sold to
Topp's and now the Junior League's
Jumble Shop ; Green's Pharmacy
1925 - Sunlite Bakery
1927- Benson Furniture & Radio; The Benson
Master Hatchery; Leslie Berry Men's
Wear; White Castle Restaurant

One area of the economy that showed growth was
that of the businesses catering to the automobile.
With the increase in the number of autos came an influ x of garages, auto parts stores and filling stations
that began to take the places formerly occupied by
blacksmiths. Williams Brothers garage, Western
Tire, Folsom Auto and Galbreath Motor Co. were
among the new businesses answering this need.

Courtesy Russell Williams
Inside the office of Williams' Ford Garage, a half block north of
Maple on the west side of Military.

Courtesy Russell Williams
Changing the tire and overhauling the whole axle at Williams' Ford
Garage just north of Maple on the west side of Military. Notice the
chain and pulley used to "jack up" the car. Photo from about 1921.

Courtesy Don Benson
Clean clothes delivered to your door by Benson's Benson
Cleaners.
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Prohibition had changed all the saloons to " soft
drink emporiums," but this did not have a great effect on the farmers ' trip to Benson on Saturday
night. They still had their shopping and trading to do,
as well as a possible stop at the movies, a lot of
visiting with friends, and some time spent in one of
the various " emporiums." It Is reported by one who
remembers, that the legally bottled " near beer"
could have the same effect as regular beer, if a
" shot" of moonshine was added to it. Reportedly,

Courtesy Lloyd Johnson
A shipment of oil stoves and cook stoves waiting to be unloaded
for Johnson's Hardware. The buildings in the background were on
the south side of Maple Street, across from the hardware store.
Interior of Max Feierman's Jewelry Store and Ice Cream Parlor,
located in the Post Block building at Maple and Military.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Schiller's Drug Store, located on the southeast corner of 62nd and
Maple. Photo from the 1920s.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The northeast corner of 60th and Maple, occupied In the period of
World War I by G. H. Tuttle, Furniture and Undertaker. The next oc·
cupant was Green's Pharmacy. The Benson Times offices were
two doors east, upstairs.

some of the dispensers of soft drinks were able to
discreetly provide this service for their patrons.
The end of Prohibition occurred in the early '30s,
but with it came a devastating economic depression
and a period of drought. Only those who lived

through those times can fully apprec iate the hardships that were shared by townspeop le and farmers
alike.
The Farmers and Merchants Bank had survived the
problems of the '20s that had proved fatal to its rival
Bank of Benson. However, in August, 1931, it was
forced to close because of the " domino eff ect" of
the closing of the State Bank of Omaha, which had
$125,000 of Farmers and Merchants cash funds on
deposit. Farmers and Me rc hants had always been a
strong, well-run ban k, and a reo rganization pla.n was
soon begun. It was almost a year before money was
raised , depositors ' waivers were signed , and the new
Douglas County Bank opened for business. It now
ranks fourth in size in the city of Omaha, exceeded
only by the "big three" downtown banks.
The closing of the bank caused a great deal of
financial hardship on both businesses and individuals, even though they did eventual ly rece ive a
portion of their money back. Businesses suddenl y
had no cash to pay their suppliers, and were forced
into selling off their inventory at huge losses in order
to come up with some funds. There were lots of
bargains to be had, if anyone was left with money to
take advantage of them.
By the mid to later '30s, times were somewhat better, and several more new businesses were st arted.
Hulac Chevrolet was located on the southwest corner of 60th & Maple; Sundsboe's Mobil Station
opened on the west end of the same bloc k; Reeds
Ice Cream opened where Morris Men's Clothes is today; the Ben Franklin sto re opened in the building
where Haney's Shoes is now; and Lou is Market
began as Louis Fru it Market.
The 1940s brought the end of the Great Depression and the drought, but it also brought World War
II, with more jobs, bu t with stortages of many items
and rationing of food and shoes. A few new
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Courtesy Gertrude Kampfe
The Kemple Center on Military Avenue across from Benson Park.
Gas, groceries, beer and a barber shop were all available at a one·
stop shop. The location is very close to the way-station that
welcomed tired travelers on the Military Road of pioneer times.

businesses of note from this period were: Hollywood
Ice Cream in the building now housing Christian's
Books, Topps' Department Store replac ing Bethards
Dry Goods, Decker Motors in the building on 60th &
Maple that Hulac Chevrolet had started in, Clark Furniture and the Mercury Cleaners .

Courtesy Michael Grossman
Cars lined up at the 61st and Maple intersection to use the new
"Auto Teller" window at the Douglas County Bank. Photo taken
March, 1961.

In 1942, Paul Haney began a shoe repair business
on the southeast corner of 62nd and Maple. After the
war, he began selling shoes as well as repairing
them, and soon had to move to larger quarters. His
family now operates a number of stores throughout
the area.
A temporary occupant of Haney's Shoe Repair
was Ole Olson, the son of Oscar Olson and grandson
of Charles Olson who founded Olson's Meat Market.
Ole sold model airplane kits and supplies, and eventually expanded to open the Hobby Center that still
specializes in model airplanes, but now in radiocontrolled planes.
The 50s and 60s brought two new phenomenas to
Omaha business- the shopping mall and discount
stores. They both, in different ways, changed the
business climate in Benson as neither depression,
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A new "front" for Sprague's Drug Store· January 1947 photo.
Sprague's occupied the west half of the Stoltenberg building at
6103 Maple. J & R Motor Supply Company occupied the east half
until Sprague's expanded in 1950.

drought nor war had ever done. Early in the 1950s
Markel O'Connell Motors replaced Decker Motors,
Hested variety store and J.M. McDonald opened
stores, Johnny Baxter Motors built a new garage and
showroom on the recently-completed Radial
Highway, and Commercial Federal Savings & Loan
opened a branch office in the Post Block Building.
Businesses in established commercial areas all
over the city began " moving to the malls, " leaving
empty stores behind. Discounters, too, lured
customers away with promises of bargains. This
trend continued into the 1970s, and produced a great
deal of soul-searching among the Benson merchants
who remained. Customer parking had already been
considerably improved by the clearing of a number
of lots behind the stores on both the north and south
sides of Maple. What else did the malls offer besides
parking? It was thought that modernizing the exteriors of the buildings to appear more like the malls
would be more attractive to prospective shoppers
than the every-one-different, no-two-storefronts-alike
appearance that was natural for the area. A project to
give a mall-like appearance was started on the north·
east corner of 61st and Maple, including Virgies,
C.C. Johnson Hardware and Haney Shoe stores. No
further co-operation could be found for that project.
Since then, exterior refinishing has been along more
classic lines, maintaining the individuality of the
stores.
Proposed changes in Benson traffic patterns also
caused concern among the merchants. When the
Northwest Radial Highway was constructed, first
thoughts were that customers, as well as traffic,
would be diverted from the main streets of the
business district. In 1957, City Planner Alden Aust
proposed that Corby Street be cut through between
60th Street and 63rd Street, making an "island" of
the business district between Corby and the Radial

Highway. Other proposals have been advanced periodically by the city to change traffic flow, such as
making Maple a one-way street and constructing a
"Benson By-pass " around the business area.
In 1977, Maple Street was reconstructed by rem oving the old bricks and street car tracks, and replacing
the pavement with concrete. The project dragged on
from July until December, disrupting business.
Although some opted for less adventurous shopping, many customers climbed over piles of dirt and
walked across temporary wooden planks to reach
their favorite businesses .
The rebuilding of the street marked a new era of
cooperation between the City of Omaha and the Benson area. A Mayor's Committee of businessmen was
formed to work with the various city departments to
improve the public areas. Warren Rushing of the
Douglas County Bank and Ole Olson of the Hobby
Center were co-chairmen of this committee. Their
dedicated efforts created the momentum for the improvements that have happened since then . Marty
Shukert, a Bensonite himself and the present city
planner, provided a great deal of enthusiasm and expertise. Park benches, new waste receptacles,
flower boxes and trees appeared after much planning and effort.

Omaha World-Herald flie s
The Benson Rebeautlflcatlon Project of the late 1970s created a
mall·llke appearance with brick sidewalk accents. A man and his
son take time to rest and enjoy a warm autumn afternoon.

other words, Benson , the only town in Douglas co unty that grew and prospered without benefit of rail road or major industry, is still alive and well because
it is home to so many people.

The building of the main branch of the Douglas County Bank. At
present there are four branch buildings throughout northwest and
west Omaha.

Commercial Federal Savings and Loan on the southeast corner of
60th Street and the Radial Highway. The office had previously
been located in the Post Block building at 6200 Maple. This present building was formerly a Safeway grocery store.

With the improvements in the general area,
business owners began to improve the appearance
of their storefronts, and new businesses moved back
Into most of the empty buildings. A hundred years
from its beginnings Benson has more than 100
businesses in a mile-long strip along Maple Street.
Former city planner Alden Aust once described Benson as " perhaps the last suburban community of its
kind ; a free-standing community which evolved a
special personality because of its homogenous
social , professional , business and religious life." In
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Churches
It has been said that Benson people must be
either very good or very bad , because there is a
church on almost every corner. In fact , a number of
strong , active congregations , throughout the years,
have provided strength not only to individual
members, but to the community as a whole.
The summer of 1906 might be thought of as the
time Benson " got religion." The town 's first church,
the Benson Methodist Episcopal Church, had been
conducting services since 1892 in a frame building
located where the Kremer Funeral Home is today. On
June 15, 1906, the Baptists organized their first
church. Then 11 days before the organization of the
Presbyterian Church, the Catholic mission church
formally became an independent congregation St. Bernard's.
An outstanding example of cooperation among
the various churches was an outdoor Christmas
pageant presented in December 1936. More than 250
people from every church in the community took part
in a dramatization of the Nativity that was complete
down to a live burro and a small herd of sheep. The
pageant was written and directed by Rev. John
Streng of Immanuel Lutheran Church. Rev. George
White of the Benson Baptist church read the prologue. Also part of the event were a combined choir
and a re-enactment of the Nativity, complete with
shepherds, wise men and soldiers. It was reported
that thousands of persons crowded the streets, and
listened in hushed silence to the performance, in
spite of the fact that the night was bitterly cold.
Other community-oriented activities throughout
the years were the many dinners, card parties and
bazaars that were held by individual churches, which
did much to promote friendship and understanding.
Many of the pastors have also been highly involved
in the community, in addition to their primary
responsibilities to their congregations.
Most of the churches that were started in Benson
have remained to the present time. A few, for various
reasons, were started here and then moved to other
areas of the city or merged with other churches.
The Church of the Advent , an Episcopalian mission, was meeting in the Odd Fellows Hall as early
as 1907. Harry McCandless and Byron Hall were
mentioned in newspaper articles as being early
members of this congregation . The Rev. Father M.W.
Ross served as its priest. Father Ross was also the
pastor at St. Andrew 's Episcopal Church which was
located at that time at 41st and Charles.
Reportedly, St. Andrew's congregation was considering relocating to the Benson area. Newspaper
articles from that time report the activities of the
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women 's guild of the Benson church in the ir efforts
to raise money for the construction of a church
building . Lots 16 and 17 of Block 13, were purchased
for the church site. St. Andrew's congregation,
however, decided to remain in the Orchard Hill area.
In 1917 they bui lt a church at 42nd and Hamilton. Apparently the Benson members merged with them.
A Swed ish Luthe ran church, part of the Augustana
Synod, and called Augustana Lutheran Church, was
organized Dec. 22, 1909, with 34 members. The
church building was begun in April 1910 on the
southeast corner of Orphanage and Reed , now 60th
and Miam i. By 1912, it was st ill only partially completed . The congregation numbered 63 persons, and
services were offered in both Swedish and Eng lish.
The building was formally dedicated April 19,
1914, and Pastor E.J . Ellman delivered the sermon in
the Swedish language. Some early members were:
Anthony and Rupert Johnson, G.W. Palmer, Charles
T. Olson, Charles Adamson, F.J. Allman , Misses
Margarite and Karin Liljenstolpe and Miss lngeborg
Blomberg. Mergers apparently occurred with Immanuel at 19th and Cass and Zion at 36th and
Lafayette, both of which merged to form the present
day Augustana Church at the old Zion location.

St. Paul Methodist
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 5410 Corby St.,
traces its roots to the Benson Methodist Church , the
first church formed in Benson. Incorporated Aug. 22,
1892, it was served for a decade by seminary
students or by min i sters shared with other
Methodist churches in Omaha.

Benson Historical Society flies
The original frame Benson Methodist Church at 63rd and Maple
with Benson Central School In the background, In the late 1890s.

The first church building, a wood frame building
just west of 63rd and Maple, was dedicated on Sept.
30, 1894. William H. Tindell , the treasurer of the
fledgling church , has been credited with being
responsible for th e early financial success of the
congregati on. He also was a lay pastor when no
regular pastor was available . In spite of this, it was
necessary for Benson Methodist to merge temporarily with Monmouth Park Methodist for a couple of
years during the economic depression of the
mid-1890s.

the only church in town , but there were five saloons
- and few restraints on activities in the small
village . Benson was not alone in being wild and wooly, as the city of Omaha also had the reputation of being a " wide-open " town at that time. Rev. Leidy
declared war on " demon rum ," and succeeded in
having three bar owners tried for illegal sale of liquor. Krug Park and its saloon also were closed for a
time for the same offense.
The year 1909 brought the young, energetic Rev.
Arthur Atack to the congregation . He organized the
construction of a new $25,000 brick church and parsonage on the northwest corner of 63rd and Maple.

Courtesy Louise Harm on
On the left, Rev. John Crews, pastor of Benson Methodist Church,
1902·04.
Courtesy Steiger Family
On the right , Rev. Tonge, one of the temporary pastors of Benson
Methodist Church in the 1890s.

The first full-time pastor was the Rev. John Crews,
who came in 1902. During his pastorate , a parsonage
was built and the church was very active.
The Rev. J.M. Leidy, who earned the title of " the
fighting parson, " served the church from 1904 to
1908. When he arrived, Benson Methodist remained

Benson Historical Society files
Members of the congregation in front of the frame Benson
Methodist Church, about the turn of the century.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell Collection
The Benson Methodist Church at 63rd and Maple, now the Kremer
Funeral Home.

Rev. John Calvert , known as " the athletic pastor,"
served from 1915 to 1921. His service was interrupted for a year in 1918, when he volunteered to
serve with a branch of the YMCA that was providing
support services to the U.S. Army in France. The
church mortgage was burned at a farewell program
as Rev. Calvert prepared to leave for France.
Membership began to decline in the 1920s, and
the church faced a financial crisis during the Depression. Purchase of several lots in the Country Club addition had been contracted for, and the payments
were in default. Funds were lacking to pay a full-time
pastor.
Two other area Methodist churhes were also
economically depressed. Walnut Hill Church at 41st
and Charles, which had also been established in
1892, and Centenary Methodist Church, at 48th and
Erskine, which had only been in existence since
1923, were urged by Bishop Frederick Leete to consider merging with Benson Methodist. In 1930, the
three congregations approved the merger and appointed an interim corporation to carry out the
necessary details. The trustees from Benson were
J.L. Corbaley, W.W. Loseke, W.O. Green and H.F.
Reed; from Walnut Hill, J.J. Lamoraus, O.E. Pearson,
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John Day and J.P. Johnson; and from Centenary,
Fred Kavan.
The trustees were refused permission from the
Omaha Board of Education to hold an organizational
meeting in the Benson High School auditorium.
Meeting space was finally found in the Military
Theater, at Military Avenue and 45th Street. The
bishop preached a sermon encouraging the congregations in the difficult process of merging their
three separate identities into one new congregation .
It was decided to build on the lots in Country Club
that Benson Methodist had contracted for. Four additional lots were purchased , and the cornerstone
was laid on October 9, 1932. The basement and first
floor was finished in 1933, and the first services were
held in what is now the fellowship hall on June 11 ,
1933.
That Sunday the merging congregations met at
their old churches. The Benson congregation then
marched down what is now Maple Street to the new
church. The other two congregations arrived in
automobile parades.
St. Paul, which at that point still did not have a
name, sprang into life with a membership of about
1,000. The Rev. B.O. Lyle, who had been the minister
at Walnut Hill, became the first pastor.
The properties of the three former congregations
were sold. Benson Methodist 's building became
Kremer Funeral Home.
In the search for a name, Rev. Lyle passed out
slips of paper to each child in Sunday school. One
small boy wrote. "If it's going to be a church, let's
call it St. Paul."
The merger caused some dissention. According to
Harry F. Reed, long-time chairman of the Building
and Finance Committee, " The congregation had a
personality of its own. After a few years Dr. Gomon
was sent to us as pastor. He was blessed with extraordinary ability as a conciliator, and under him the
three congregations were united into one." Dr.

St. Paul's Methodist Church - 1987 photo
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Gomon was Charles D. Gomon, pastor from 1933 to
1935.
Building went on. The parsonage was erected at
the corner of 55th and Corby Streets for $8,000 and
dedicated in May 1937. In 1940 the sanctuary was
completed. In 1947 the ground floor of the educational unit was completed, and three years later the
second floor was added. An educational un it and bell
tower were dedicated in 1955. Ten years later Wesley
Hall, the nursery and child-care unit were completed.
Membersh ip in St. Pau l, which reached a peak in
the mid-1960s of around 3,500, is still well over 2,000.
The decrease in membership resulted from
members moving into newer areas of the city and
from a deliberate decision of the congregation. Instead of seeking new members, the church has
sponsored new churches in the areas to which
members have moved. New churches aided by St.
Paul are St. Luke, Rockbrook and Maplewood.
One of the goals of St. Paul is to be creative in
meeting the needs of the community. It has a very
active group for senior citizens, as well as a preschool and child care facility. A new endeavor that is
just being started is a " Latch Key" program for
superivsed after-school care of children of working
parents. In such programs, St. Paul continues to be a
vital participant in the life of the commu nity.

First English Lutheran
In 1903, a survey of the Benson community was
made by the Board of Home Missions of what was
then the Nebraska Synod of the General Synod of
the Lutheran Church. Rev. M.l. Melick of Grace
Lutheran Church in South Omaha was assigned to
begin preliminary work when the board decided a
church was needed. On July 21, 1904, the Rev. H.L.
Yarger began work as a mission developer. He
organized a Sunday school that first met in t he old
Town Hall at about 62nd and Military. Thirty-five to 40
people were present for the first session. The Sunday school soon outgrew the space and moved to
the second floor of Gravert's Hall. Peter Gravert,
owner of the hall, donated the use of that faci.lity.
Gravert 's Hall also was to become the fi rst meeting
place of the congregation when it was organized
three years later.
On June 20, 1905, Ralph W. Livers took charge of
the work in Benson. He was paid a salary of $50 per
month, $20 of which was provided by the Home Mission Board. Livers returned to his seminary studies
in January 1906, and the Rev. M.L. Melick once again
assumed pastoral duties. Livers also had the duty of
officiating at the funeral of 13-year-old George
Thompson, who died of Black Diphtheria on Jan. 28,
1906.
John Sorenson, a seminary student, took charge

of the work for the summer of 1906 at a stipend of
$100. During his term of service, Sorensen secured
pledges of over $1 ,000 toward the purchase of a parsonage and a church site.
On June 18, 1907, the Rev. B.F. Kistler arrived as
the next mission developer. On July 21 , 1907, the
first meeting of the congregation was held at
Gravert's Hall. Prior to this time, the only Lutheran
missions in the area conducted their services in the
German language, so the new congregation took the
name " First English" to show that services would be
offered in English.
The congregation was formally received into the
Nebraska Synod at the synod's annual meeting in
September 1907. By that time , construction of the
new church building was started on a site on the
southeast corner of Weir Ave. and Reed Street (now
62nd and Miami). Gravert donated the land. The first
unit of construction was a basement facility which
was put into use in February 1908; George Snell was
in charge of construction. In April the first class of
27 members was confirmed . By December 21 , 1909,
the upper story of the wood frame bu ilding, costing
.$10,000, was finished and dedicated.

Courtesy Art Lindberg
First English Lutheran Church, 62nd and Miami, constructed in
1909.

As early as 1907, before the congregation was formally organized, the women of the church organi zed
a Ladies Aid Society. For several years the society
women paid monthly installments toward the
building fund until the debt was paid .
The Women 's Missionary Society of the congregation was organized in 1910. Mrs. B.F. Kistler, the wife
of the first pastor, was its first president.
In August of 1915, the Young Peoples ' Society was
organized . This later became the Luther League.
Some early officers of the congregation were: L.D.
Thoelecke , A.A. Newman, Charles A. Gustafson,
C.G . Anderson , Jake Gehrig Jr., and Christ Johnson.
The congregation grew considerably during the
following years. During this period, mergers were

t aking place nationally in the Lutheran church, and
First English became part of the United Lutheran
Church Synod, and later of the Lutheran Church in
America.
On January 8, 1961 , the congregation dedicated a
new $165,000 education unit wh ich included a
chapel , church offices, a library, nursery, sacristy,
choir room, projection room, social hall , kitchen and
13 class rooms. Future plans included replacing the
original church with a large sanctuary and fellowship
hall.
The growth in membership, however, reached its
peak by the end of 1954, when the membership
numbered 916 baptized and 543 confirmed . By the
time of th e dedication of the educational unit in
1961 , the membership had declined to 725 baptized
and 377 confirmed. This was during the period of the
great shifts of population to the suburbs , and
declines were being felt throughout the community.
In 1967, Pastor Robert Haut resigned after 16 years
of service. The congregation at this time entered into
a dual parish arrangement with Luther Memorial
Church, which is located at 61st and Western .
Pastors Walter E. Rowoldt and Glenn W. Lundahl
were the pastors from Luther Memorial who served
First English during this time.
A year later, after a congregational self-study, it
was decided not to merge with Luther Memorial. Instead, the option was given to relocate; this vote
passed in February 1969.
Pastor Lundahl was called as pastor, and the
church began plans to move to 138th and West
Center Road . The new church took the name of Rejoice Lutheran Church , and has had a successful
transition . Few of its present members have ties
with Benson ; many people of the congregation
chose to join other Benson Lutheran churches rather
than travel so far to worship.
The nearly-new educational unit has been able to
fill a particular need. The Madonna School, formerly
using facilities in the St. James complex, acquired
the property.
Pastors who served First English Lutheran were:
1907-1910 Rev. B.F. Kistler
1911 -1911 Rev. J.H. Albrecht
1912-1915 Rev. C.J. Ringer
1915-1917 Rev. C. Wilbur Nelson
1918-1918 Rev. W.T. Kahse
1919-1923 Rev. O.W. Ebright
1924-1931 Rev. G.B. Weaver
Interim
Rev. Luther Kuhns
1932-1935 Rev. W. Frederick Martin
1935-1943 Rev. Carl P. Berhenke
1944-1951 Rev. Alfred W. Young
1951-1966 Rev. Robert J. Haut
1967-1969 Dual pastorate with Luther
Memorial Church
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St. Bernard's Catholic
Church
St. Bernard 's Catholic Church , at 3601 N. 65th St .,
began July 11, 1904, as a mission from St. Cecilia
parish . The only church in Benson at the time was
the Benson Methodist Episcopal Church , which had
been established in 1892.
St. Bernard's was incorporated at a meeting called
by the Right Rev. Richard Scannell , bishop of the
Omaha diocese, at his residence in Omaha. The Rev.
D.R. Harrington was named pastor. Two lay members present at the organizing meeting were Joseph
McGuire and Bernard H. Post. Post and his family
were to figure prominently in the development of the
church in ensuing years.
The first church, a frame building, was completed
in 1905 at what is now 61st and Miami streets. Slight·
ly more than two years later, on Sept. 12, 1906, St.
Bernard's became an independent parish. The Rev.
D.W. Moriarity was appointed pastor.

tion to establish a school. Each member of the congregation was asked to sign a written vote; the vote
was 60 for moving, 28 against.
The land Post offered was the block north of
Military and west of Halcyon Avenue (65th Street),
but as the congregation preferred the block east of
Halcyon, Post bought it from B.F. Kistler and gave it
to the congregation instead of the block to the west.
On June 24, 1912, it was decided to move the
church building . Margaret Schwaibold, who had
become a member in 1907, recalled that the church
building was placed on rollers and moved along
Military Avenue.
Contracts were let for a parish house and a school.
P.O. Edquist was given the contract for grading the
property at a cost of 16 cents per cubic yard . The
school , a four-room brick building , was erected at a
cost of $6,837.
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Co urtesy Ernest Tindell collection
St. Bernard's Church after it was moved to 65th and Military in
1912.
Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The original St. Bernard's Catholic Church, built on the southeast
corner of 61 st and Miami, built in 1905.

In its July 31 , 1906, edition, the Benson Times carried a long obituary on Mrs. John Camenzind . It was
noted that this was the first funeral to be held at St.
Bernard's church .
On April 20, 1907, Bernard Post offered to donate a
block of land in Post 's Addition on Military and to
cancel the mortgage of $3,000 which he held against
the church property on Miami Street, on condition
that the congregation move the church. Acceptance
was delayed as some members of the congregation
thought that the location was too far from town. At
the same time, Post offered adjoining land on
Military to the city of Benson for a nondenominational hospital, but no action was ever
taken.
Post's land offer was not accepted until 1912,
when the bishop was urging St. Bernard 's congrega56

By 1914, the Rev. Jeremiah C. Buckley was assigned to the parish . He had been ordained 10 years
earlier in his native Ireland. Under his guidance the
parish grew rapidly, requiring both a larger church
and a larger school. By 1919 the parish was debt free;
but, foreseeing Benson 's continuing growth as a
suburb of Omaha, Buckley urged that money be set
aside for expansion .
On the Feast of St. Bernard, Aug . 20, 1939, the
cornerstone for the present church was laid. The
completed church was dedicated the following year.
To make room for the new structure, the little frame
church was moved again, this time to what is now
the site of the school playground on the southwest
corner of 65th and Manderson . It continued to serve
the congregation while the new church was under
construction . After that, it was torn down and the
lumber sold.
In June 1953, the Rev. Anthony S. Kluthe succeeded Monsignor Buckley. Building was almost

St. Bernard's church · 1987 photo

continuous during the 14-year tenure of Father
Kluthe. In 1954 an eight-room addition to the school
was built, and in 1965 another eight-room addition
was completed.
As the parish grew in numbers, the boundaries of
St. Bernard 's shrank. The parish of St. Pius X was
created on the south; on the east, a portion of St.
Bernard's was transferred to St. Richard 's; and on
the west, the new parish of St. James was established.
The church was remodeled and redecorated in
1960; in 1966 the altar was modified in response to
the guidelines of the post-Vatican II liturgy.
Monsignor Edward P. McCaslin came to the parish
in 1967. Under his leadership, St. Bernard's became
one of the first parishes with an elected council and
lay (extraordinary) ministers. In the late 1970s there
was a dramatic remodeling of the church, changing
the interior to conform as fully as possible to the
guidelines of Liturgy.
In 1984, Monsignor McCaslin died, and Father
Thomas Ward, an alumnus of St. Bernard 's school,
replaced him.

Benson Baptist Church
The substantial brick building at 64th and Maple
streets, in which the Benson Baptist congregation
worships today, is far removed from the tent in
which the congregation began holding services over
three-quarters of a century ago.
Credit for the initial move to establish this church
must go to Miss Christine Johnson, who was inspi red by the need she felt for a Baptist church in the
co mmunity. The church began as a Sunday School
that was formally organized on June 3, 1906, with
J.K. MacPherson as superintendent. There were
three officers, six teachers and 36 pupils. One of the
pupils was the 7-year-old nephew of Miss Johnson,

Courtesy Benson Baptist Church
Benson Baptist Church, 64th and Maple, before the addition of the
educational unit.

Eldin Benson , who is still a member of the congregation.
The immediate success of the Sunday school apparently sparked further enthusiasm, for 12 days
later the First Baptist Church of Benson was organized by 16 people meeting in Miss Johnson 's home
at 2342 N. 63rd St. Two ministers and their wives
were among the founders, the Rev. and Mrs. A.F.
Green and the Rev. and Mrs. A.M. Totman.
Rev. Green conducted the first two services in the
Benson Odd Fellows Hall. From there the congregation moved to a large tent pitched on a lot south of
Maple on 64th Street.
Stormy weather and the approach of winter made
it obvious that the congregation would need a more
substantial structure. One storm had caused a large
rip in the canvas of the tent, but the dauntless Mi ss
Johnson and Miss Millie Simmons sewed the rip
shut with hand stitching. At this point, Miss Simmons offered to donate a lot, the second or third
south of the alley behind the present church on Morton Avenue (now 64th Street).
The energetic Johnson canvassed Benson for funds,
and Simmons solicited Omaha Baptist churches.
The women apparently got quick results, for by Nov.
4 the fram e structure was dedicated free of debt,
with 203 persons in attendance.
While the frame building was an improvement over
the tent, it had neither furnace nor running water.
Water for the baptistry had to be heated in neighboring homes and carried to the church in buckets.
When not in use, the baptistry was covered by a
trap door and the area used for Sunday school.
Classes were separated by curtains hung from wires.
Totman, who like Green had been among the
church organizers, became pastor. As in the case of
Green, his tenure was short. Most likely the early
pastors served other congregations as well as the
one in Benso n. In 1908, Rev. Donovan was the first
full-time pastor.
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The congregation grew rapidly, and on Sept. 24,
1913, while the Rev. C.H. Burrill was pastor, a
meeting was called to consider expansion . It was
decided to sell their present lot and buy two lots on
the southeast corner of what is now 64th and Maple
Streets.
Five days later ground was broken. Pastor Burrill
and six men of the congregation dug the basement
for the building . Four days after the groundbreaking,
the wooden structure was moved onto its new foundation. In October, a furnace was installed and water
was brought in. Coal was bought in small quantities,
and board members sometimes had to pass the hat
to pay for a ton.
In 1919, the name of the church was changed to
Benson Baptist Church . The name change was made
to avoid confusion with the First Baptist Church of
Omaha.
In 1922, during the pastorate of Rev . G.L. Sharp ,
the present sanctuary was built adjoining the frame
building . The old church was converted to Sunday
school use. Miss Johnson turned the first shovel of
dirt at the groundbreaking.
The sanctuary was completed in 1923 at a cost of
$30,000. Debt incurred for the building was paid off
in 1945. The mortgage was burned at a special service, and the ashes are still preserved under a glass
dome at the church.
In 1959-60 the frame building was demolished and
the present chapel , education rooms, offices and extended basement was added. This addition cost
$105,000.

retarded children. A Korean congregation used the
chapel for serv ices each week, and a house on 64th
Street that the church owns serves as a soc ial cen ter
for young people. The Senior Caring Ministry aids in
meeting the needs of the elde rly in the commun ity.
Among other things, the church provides space for
the Benson Nutrition Site and for the Department of
Agriculture distribution of butter and cheese.
The congregation, under the presen t leadership of
Dr. Nelson Griffiths, is working to find new and effective ways to be of service to the Benson community.

Benson Presbyterian Church
The Benson United Presbyterian Chu rch, at 5612
Corby St., began w ith an organ izational service in the
Odd Fellows Hal l on July 22, 1906. Of the 28 charter
members, 21 were women.
Action was swift. Two weeks later, on August 5,
the first Sunday School class was held. The next day
the Women 's Association was organized. In September, the church was formall y recognized by the
Presbytery in Omaha, and the Rev. J.C. Wilson
received the call as pastor.
On its first anniversary, the Benson Presbyterian
Church had a membership of 47. The offering that
Sunday was $21.17. By the following year the
membership had grown to 60.
Within a year of organ ization, the Presbyterians
had bought a lot on the north side of Maple, near
60th Avenue, for $550, and in August 1908, began
construction . On July 3, 1909, just short of three
years after organizing, the congregation dedicated
their first bu ilding. Difficult as it may be to visualize,
this frame church at 6024 Maple sat on a hill that was
nearly a dozen steps up from the level of the street.

The Benson Baptist Church with its educational wing. 1987 photo.

The church belongs to the American Baptist Conference, and for its first 28 years it received help
from the national organization . The church became
self-supporting in 1934.
This congregation has worked with the Benson
community in various ways. For a number of years,
starting in 1968, the church housed a school for
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Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The original Benson Presbyterian Church building, located on the
north side of Maple, near 60th Ave. It was situated on a high bank,
which has since been graded to street level.

George Snell, who built many of the early buildings
in Benson , was the contractor.
About a month after the church was opened , the
Ben Morton family became members. Two Morton
daughters still belong to the congregation . They are
Mrs. Helen Knudsen and Mrs. Mary Young . Another
long time member is Jack Manion.
In the summer of 1915, " It was decided to
dispense all services on the Sabbath and weekdays
in order that all could attend the Billy Sunday Tabernacle."
In 1917, long before today's ecumenical movement, " It was decided to have union evening services for the summer with the Baptists on their
lawn."
At the 1921 annual meeting the congregation approved a budget of $5,150. The largest item was the
pastor's salary of $2,400. Next largest item was
benevolence , $1,650. The music director was to
receive $250, as was the janitor. Budget for repairs,
$150; for fuel , $100; for lights, $50; for gas, $50; and
for miscellaneous, $250.
What appears to be a little sly humor crept into the
minutes of the 1922 annual meeting . The minutes
read , " The spiritual condition of the church was
discussed as was the general condition of the
church property. It was agreed that both needed to
be in better condition. "
A year later (1923) the minutes sounded a little tart ,
at least by today's standards: " A request by the gymnasium class of the ladies of Benson to use one
room of the church for a few weeks was denied for
good and sufficient reasons."
By 1924 total communicants had risen to 227, and
sabbath school enrollment was 255. The 1925 annual
church dinner and meeting was held in the Odd
Fellows Hall, "owing to inadequate facilities for
holding the dinner in the church parlors. "
In 1927 permission was granted to the Rev. R.R.
Brown of the Gospel Tabernacle to use the vacant
lots the church had acquired at 56th and Corby for
the purpose of conducting a series of revival
meetings open to all people. The following summer a
series of evangelistic tent meetings was held on the
same ground. The record does not indicate whether
these also were conducted by the Rev. Brown.
After serving the congregation for 20 years, the
Maple Street property was sold in 1929. For the next
four years the congregation met in the Benson
Masonic Temple.
In 1931 bids were accepted for building an educational unit on the Corby Street property, which was
dedicated on Jan. 7, 1934. It was intended to serve as
the sanctuary " for a few years" and then be remodeled for Sunday school purposes. The " few
years" grew to more than 20.
As the congregation approached its 50th anniver-

sary, it was evident that expansion of facilities could
no longer be put off. In September 1954 the congregation elected a building committee, and the Leo
A. Daly Co. was hired to plan a major church . The
new sanctuary would provide seating for 360 people.
In April 1956, groundbreaking ceremonies were
held and contracts signed for the $257,000 addition.
The first service was held in the new sanctuary on
Sunday, March 31 , 1957.

Benson Presbyterian Church· 1987 photo

The pastors who have served Benson Presbyterian
are:
Rev. J.C. Wilson
1906-1912
Rev. A.J . McClung
1912-1918
Rev. Earl Moneymaker
1919-1923
Rev. E.C. Raue
1924-1927
Rev. A.C. Fiske
1927-1928
Rev. William Hunter
1929-1939
Rev. John R. Glassey
1939-1943
(Rev. Glassey served in the armed
1943-1946
forces as a chaplain , returning in
1946)
Rev. Elmer G. Froyd
1947-1958
Rev. James Cottrell
1959-1966
Dr. Arthur Cruickshank
1967-1976
Rev. Raymond K. Brown
1968-1971
(associate pastor)
Rev. Glenn B. Ogden
1977-1983
1984-present Rev. Philip W. Barrett
A highlight of recent times was the dedication on
Dec. 12, 1971, of a pipe organ . The organ , which had
been a dream since the sanctuary was planned, was
designed and built by Casavant Frerers of Quebec,
Canada. Memorials and contributions by members
and friends of the church and a matching grant from
the Eugene C. Eppley Foundation , financed the installation.
Two professional musicians who had grown up in
the congregation returned to take part in the dedica59

tion . They were Pam Wilkins Hendershot of Laramie,
Wyoming, and James Sharpe of Dearborn, Michigan.
The Youth Center Building on Maple Street has
provided space for numerous civic needs such as a
polling place and a meeting place for a veterans'
group. At present it provides space for the ECHO
program for handicapped children. This program
allows these children to take part in activities and
entertainment that greatly enrich their lives.
Various groups within the church take turns in providing worship services on Sunday afternoons at the
Benson Tower for senior citizens who are otherwise
unable to attend church services .
Benson Presbyterian members also are active in
supporting the Pantry Program and provide relief for
the needy in the community.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
For a church that has long been highly visible in
the Benson community, Immanuel Lutheran Church
at 2725 N. 60th Ave., had remote origins- remote at
least in terms of the horse and buggy days at the turn
of the century.
Two Lutheran preachers of the Missouri Synod
labored separately among German immigrants in
Florence and in the farm area west of Omaha.
In the early 1890s, the Rev. J.F.S. Herr preached to
the farmers around the old Underwood School at
what is now 78th and Cass, but there is no record of
a church being established. He was followed by the
Rev. Otto Erbe, who lived with the Claus Ernsts on
their farm at 98th and Biondo Streets, and held services in Underwood School.
In the summer of 1901, Erbe helped form Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church with 11 members. They acquired five acres of land at what is now 90th and
Harney Streets, two for the church and parsonage
and three for a cemetery, which , as it turned out, was
never used. On Jan. 2, 1902, the small congregation
dedicated their wooden church.
Erbe served the congregation until 1907, when he
accepted a call to Boone, Iowa. He was to make a
return visit to the congregation on June 12, 1952, to
help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the cong regation.
Meanwhile, a cousin of Erbe, the Rev. Henry Erck,
was canvassing the settlers in the Floren ce area. He
soon established St. John's Lutheran Church on
Calhoun Road.
In 1911, the Rev. Frederick W. Seesko accepted a
call to Trinity. Under his ministry the church grew
rapidly. Seeking a wider sphere of influence, Seesko
began canvassing the Benson area with a view to
establishing a Lutheran mission there.
On July 30, 1911, he conducted the first Sunday
school and worship service in the Odd Fellows Hall
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for four or five famil ies. That fall the small congregation got perm ission to worship in the basement of
the Swedish Lutheran Church on the southeast corner of 60th and Miami.
On June 16, 1912, a const itution was adopted and
a congregation was formally organ ized under the
name of the Evangelical Lutheran Emmanuel 's Congregation of the Unchangeable Augsburg Confession of Benson, Nebraska.
Seesko served both congregat ions, driving between the two churches in a buggy drawn by two
horses. Church services were conducted in German,
and the sexes were seated separately, according to
the old country custom .
Within a year, members of the congregation
donated several lots on the northwest corner of 59th
and Wirt. Money was borrowed from the Synod, and
on May 23, 1914, a contract was let for the construction of a building designed so that it co uld later be
remodeled into a parsonage.
The building was dedicated as a church on Sept.
20, 1914. At this time it was decided to abolish the
practice of having the men and boys sit on one side
and the women and girls on the other. The German
language was retained until 1917.
In the spring of 1919, Emmanuel congregation ,
which like Trinity had reached a membership of
about 130, expressed interest in merging with Trinity
since they were served by the same minister.
Trinity's congregation initially opposed the merger,
but attitudes changed when Seesko received a call
from St. Stephen 's in St. Paul , Minn.
Both congregations were eager to keep Seesko
and persuaded him to stay to unite the two congregations.
A building committee was established and a down
payment made on land at the present location of the
church. The West Dodge and Wirt Street properties
were sold.
On Aug. 15, 1920, a contract was let to build a

Immanuel Lutheran Church- 1987 photo.

church , and the following May the new structure was
dedicated.
At this time Kate and Ott Bruder came in from
their farm every Saturday night to clean the church.
In the winter they would sleep on the church pews
so they could get up early Sunday morning and start
the fire to warm the church in time for services.
In mid-1926, the Missouri Synod suspended
Seesko for having permitted several lodge members
to partake of Holy Communion. The men involved
were elderly and not active in the lodge, which they
joined many years earlier for the sake of insurance.
The congregation supported Seesko and voted to
sever relations with the Missouri Synod. It immediately applied for membership in the Iowa
Synod, which was then in the process of uniting with
several other state synods to form the American
Lutheran Church.
Failing health caused Seesko to resign on March
3, 1935. He had served the congregation for 25 years.
The Rev. John Streng, who was called as replacement, was immediately instrumental in the purchase
of a pipe organ from a private home in Fremont.
Streng remained for three years and was succeeded by the Rev. G.C. Becker in 1939. In 1941 , a
long-planned parsonage was erected on the church
grounds.
On Dec. 6, 1942, the congregation adopted a new
constitution , and the cumbersome name of the
church was shortened to Immanuel Lutheran
Church. Becker served the church until 1954, when
he resigned following a stroke. The Rev. A.M. Meyer
became the next pastor.
Plans for Sunday school expansion had been
made in 1952, but it was not until 1956 that the congregation felt able to implement them. Groundbreaking ceremonies were held on June 22, 1956.
The new addition provided offices and five classrooms on the first floor and 12 classrooms and an
assembly hall on the second floor.
In 1964, when the decision was reached to
renovate the church, the cost came to $180,000,
almost three times the cost of the original building.
Meyer left in December of 1968 and was succeeded by the Rev. Clair Geibert. In the fall of 1971 ,
Geibert suffered a heart attack. He continued on a
part time basis until his death the following summer.
After several interim pastors, William Mantei and
David Zellmer were called as co-pastors. They were
succeeded in 1976 by the Rev. Harold Becker, a
nephew of G.C. Becker.
During Pastor Becker's tenure, the congregation
celebrated its 75th anniversary. Due to failing health,
he resigned in 1984. He was followed in the fall of
1984 by Pastor Norman Lillegard , who remained for
two years.
In July of 1987, Pastor Wayne Mesecher became

pastor. The congregat ion has promoted organ izations involving commun ity res idents. For a
number of years there has been an act ive " GoldenAge" group for seniors, as well as a Scout Explorer
Post.

Benson Church of Christ
The Benson Chu rch of Christ dates to July, 1916,
when the Benson Christian Sunday School was
organized with 17 members. At first meetings were
held in the Odd Fellows hall, but before the end of
the year the organization moved to the Commercial
Cafe.
On March 18, 1917, the congregation offic ially
began as the Benson Christian Church , with 28
charter members. In 1919, two lots were purchased
at its present location, 58th and Miami. A small
building was erected the next year and a basement
added the following year, with much of the work
done by the men of the congregation . On April 25,
1926, the present brick church was dedicated.
In the 1950s, the membership was about 200, and
the pastor was a Benson ite, Rev. Ray Phelps . By
1964, the membersh ip had grown to 300, and Rev.
Gerald Zuck was the pastor. Expans ion was planned ,
doubling the size of the church. Again the members
did much of the work, saving about $15,000 of the
cost. The new add ition added 4 classrooms, a
pastor's study, office space and expanded seating
capacity. Additional space was also gained in the
basement for future classrooms.
The dedication of the congregation is shown not
only in the willingness of the members to donate
their labors, but also in the number of young people
of the congregation who have gone on to Bible
school and then into the ministry.

The Benson Church of Christ • 1987 photo
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Bethany Lutheran
Bethany Lutheran Church, at 5151 Northwest
Radial Highway, soon to celebrate its 50th anniversary, Is a relative newcomer among the major
churches of Benson.
On Jan. 22, 1939, a group of about seven families
met at Bethlehem Lutheran Church for the Deaf, 51st
and Lake, to officially form Bethany Lutheran Congregation of the Missouri Synod. As early as the year
before, pastors of other local congregations had
been conducting services for this small group of
people. In the fall of 1938, Pastor Norbert Mueller, a
recent seminary graduate, had come to organize the
group. The congregation continued to use the
facilities at the Church for the Deaf until December
1949, when the present church building was
dedicated.
Pastor Mueller accepted a call in 1942 to begin
another mission congregation in California, and
Pastor Albert Burroughs began his ministry at
Bethany in 1943. During his pastorate the congregation purchased the property at 52nd and Military and
prepared plans for a new church to be built as soon
as the building restrictions of the war years were
lifted.
The resulting Gothic style church is built of
Wisconsin Lannon stone , and is a landmark in the
community because of its prominent location on the
Radial Highway.

Bethany Lutheran Church · 1987 photo

In April 1953, Pastor Burroughs left, and in May of
the same year Pastor Lloyd Behnken was installed.
The congregation had almost doubled its membership in the four years since the church was finished ,
necessitating two services on Sundays and straining
its educational facilities. In 1954 and 1955, the congregation erected a tent on the parking lot to accommodate all the children who attended Vacation Bible
School. In June of 1959 an assistant pastor, David
Ludwig, was added to the staff.
In 1956, Bethany was responsible for the establishment of a new congregation. Some members liv62

ing west of Benson began holding services in the
West Maple School in June 1956. A committee from
Bethany scouted the area and found a suitable lot at
90th and Parker streets. With planning and financ ial
help from Bethany, the new congregation was able
to build St. Mark's Lutheran Church .
In September 1961 , a second mission was promoted. This group took over property northwest of
Benson, which had been bought earlier by the synod
in anticipation of a congregation in that area. This
second daughter church of Bethany is now known as
the Lutheran Church of the Atonement, at 85th and
Meredith.
The Rev. Daniel Ondov served as pastor of
Bethany from 1966 unti January 1977. Pastor William
Keller, Bethany's present pastor, was installed in
May 1978. Mr. Oscar Hackbarth has been LayAssistant since 1969.
Today Bethany has 670 members and about 100
children in Sunday school. Bethany also operates a
Christian pre-school during the school year.

Temple Baptist Church and
Academy
On May 20, 1942, 51 people with strong convictions concerning scriptural inerrancy met to form
Temple Baptist Church. The articles of incorporation
were adopted on Oct. 6, 1942, and the congregation
began to hold regular Sunday services.
In 1946 a lot was purchased on the northwest corner of 61st and Miami, and construction of the basement began the following summer. Dedication of the
basement church, the first phase of construction,
took place on May 16, 1948.
The church grew rapidly after that. By 1952, Sunday school attendance had more than doubled that
of the preceding year. A five-classroom basement
annex was added to accommodate the additional
students. Completion of the second phase of construction , the main floor of the sanctuary, was begun
in 1953 and dedicated on June 6, 1954.
By 1956, further expansion was needed; so the
property adjoining the church on the north was purchased, and the house was remodeled for additional
classroom space. The house was eventually removed and the space used for a new, larger sanctuary; the original church was remodeled for classroom space. The first service in this new sanctuary
was held on Sept. 22, 1965.
With the beginning of the school term in the fall of
1972, a new ministry of the congregation began with
the opening of the Temple Christian Academy. The
original enrollment was 31 students in grades
kindergarten through fifth . Enrollment has grown in
15 short years to a present 150 students in grades

kindergarten through ninth.
A tradition appreciated by the merchants of Benson is a visit at Christmastime by carolers from the
Academy, making their rounds of the stores to sing
Christmas greetings, and thus to remind their
listeners of the meaning of the season.
Pastors at Temple Baptist have been:

At first there were mi xed feelings on the part of
those who were leaving to form the new church.
Many families had attended St. Bernard's for several
generations, and their roots were deep in the "old
church ". Father Kempker, however, proved to be a
dynamic leader. He had served during the war with
the Marine Corps in the South Pacific, and applied
many of the principles learned there to his task of
forming the new parish .
The new church structure was unique in that it
was built of corrugated aluminum sheets bolted to a
steel frame. It was modeled after a similar church in
Central City, Nebraska. It was relatively inexpensive
to construct, and was designed to serve the congregation until it was financially able to build a larger
structure . By the time Father Kempker retired in
1968, the membership had tripled , and classrooms to
accommodate 1700 children had been built, as well
as a gym and a rectory.

Temple Baptist Church · 1987 photo

July 1942-Sep. 1945
Oct. 1945-Feb. 1946
Feb. 1946-Aug. 1949
Aug . 1949-July 1950

·Rev. Harold Sanders
·Rev. Albert Schultz
·Rev. Louis M. Skow
· Rev. John L. Patten
(interim)
Aug. 1950-Aug. 1958 ·Rev. Robert L. Peterson
Aug. 1958-Mar. 1961 · Rev. Ervin Butler
Apr. 1961-Sep. 1961 ·Rev. Vernon Bliss
(interim)
Oct. 1961-Aug. 1969 ·Rev. Herbert A. Anderson
Oct. 1969-Aug. 1976 ·Rev. T. Reynolds Hall
Oct. 1976-Mar. 1978 · Rev. Herbert A. Anderson
(interim)
Oct. 1978-Jan. 1985 ·Rev. James F. Hunt
Feb. 1985-June 1985 ·Rev. Scott Harris
(interim)
June 1985-Aug. 1985 · Rev. Duane Tramp
(interim)
Sep. 1985-Present
·Rev. John Hippard

St. Plus X Church, a unique structure originally built of corrugated
aluminum sheets over a steel frame. 1987 photo.

The grade school , started in 1957, grew to be the
largest elementary school , public or private, in the
state. It is one of the largest parochial schools in the
nation. It received the National Exemplary Elementary School Award for the 1985-1986 school year.
The success of the parish is also the source of one
of its concerns. The congregation was so large, that

St. Pius X
The post-World War II building boom had filled in
any vacant residential areas around Benson. The increase in population of the area lead to the necessity
of forming a new parish in part of the area originally
assigned to St. Bernard's Catholic Church. In July
1954 an organizational meeting took place in St. Bernard's School gymnasium. The name of the new
parish was to be St. Pius X; the new pastor was to be
Father George M. Kempker; the site was to be five
acres southwest of 69th and Biondo.

St. Plua · St. Leo E'-mentary School, one of the largest parochial
schools In the nation. 1987 photo.
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concern was felt over being able to be in effective
communication with the individual members. In 1970
a " neighborhood " approach was developed to put
each of the four priests in contact with smalleF
groups of members.
In 1978 part of the congregation was split off to
form St. Leo's on 102nd and Biondo, but the school
remains consolidated as St. Pius X · St. Leo's
School .

Luther Memorial Church
Luther Memorial Church has only been part of the
Benson community since 1957, but its history goes
back to the early 1930s. On March 29, 1935, 43
members held their first worship servi ce in a hall at
49th and Dodge. The next year, the church officially
became a part of the Nebraska Synod of the United
Lutheran Church.
The congregation purchased several lots at 53rd
and Seward for the eventual construction of a church
building . Temporarily, a building at 52nd and Dodge
was rented and used for the next two years. On June
23, 1940, the congregation dedicated the church at
53rd and Seward. The total cost of construction was
$10,000; the membership totaled 60 confirmed persons.
The congregation experienced tremendous
growth in the mid 1940s, and gave serious thoughts
to the necessity for expansion . Several options were
considered, but in the meantime, Beth Israel
Synagogue purchased the lots behind the church,
facing on 52nd Street. As it became obvious that expansion on this site would be limited, a new site was
finally selected.

Luther Memorial Church · 1987 photo

In early 1954 the present site at 61st and Western
was purchased, and groundbreaking ceremonies
took place on June 19, 1955. Another year and a half
passed before the day of dedication of the new
building, Jan, 20, 1957. The old church and parsonage were sold to St. Mary's Syrian Orthodox
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Church ; the building is now used by the Catholic
Church for the Deaf.
Ten years later the mortgage of $143,000 was
burned, and plans were made to begin construction
of an educational unit and bell tower. About this
time, First English Church of Benson entered into a
dual parish arrangement with Luther Memorial. In
1969, First English moved to 132nd and Center and
became known as Rejoice Lutheran . Many of its
members became members of Luther Memorial.
The latest major improvement to the structure is
the installation of a new pipe organ costing over
$150,000.
The congregation voted in 1983 to contribut e to
the support of three missionaries, and, particularly
through the women 's organization, contributes
monetarily and materially to a number of charitabl e
endeavors.

Schools
Public education in Benson preceded the founding of the community. The first schoolhouse in the
area, Sheely House or Sheely School, was built in
the early 1870s across the street to the east of the
present Benson West Elementary School, at 66th
and Maple Streets. Among those that attended the
school , part of the Douglas County system, were
Charles Creighton and his sister.
When the platting of Benson took place in 1887,
Erastus Benson donated land on the northeast corner of 63rd and Maple tor a school , which became
known as Benson Central in school district No. 9.
The first teachers were A.E. Agee, principal, and
Miss Winnie Hiles. Later teachers were A.M. Walton
and A. Mathews.
Fire destroyed the original Benson Central in
1891. Classes were held in the village hotel on 62nd
and Maple and at Principal Walton's home on Binney
Street while a four-room frame building was constructed on the site . The new school cost $8,000 and
became occupied in the fall of 1892. Salaries tor the
three teachers who worked the 10-month, 1892-93
school year were a combined $1,097.50.
As enrollment grew from 20 students in 1890 to
281 in 1901, the teaching staff grew from three to five
and the school basement was needed tor classroom
space. Other advancements included patterning the
course of study after that used in the Omaha
schools , a school library that began in 1894 with the
aid of a $270 donation from B.H. Post, and the add ition in 1899 of music classes taught by Mrs. J.S.
Morgan. Property valuations in the village increased
through the decade, resulting in more funding for
the schools.
The 1900s began a rapid expansion of school
facilities. In 1903, a four room wing costing $3,785

Courtesy Mr. & Mrs. Sophus Andresen
The student body of Benson Central School- 1904.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Benson Central School, 63rd and Maple, showing the annex added
to the school's north side.

was added to the building 's north side. Fire prevention equipment was installed in 1904, when a furnace
and a new entrance were added. Electric lights were
installed in 1905, and a two-room annex on the
school's west side was built in 1906.
To keep pace with the district's growth, changes
were occurring in the structure of the school 's administration. In the 1890s, three directors were
elected to run the district - one being chosen as
moderator. John Sheely, the d istrict's fi rst
moderator, retired in 1892 and Dr. D.F. McCoy replaced him. In 1903, when some classes were being
held in the town hall, the board voted to form a high
school district and an entirely new school board of
six members was elected.
Freshman and sophomore classes were first offered in 1904. Fourteen students were in those
grades, and studied English, mathematics, history
and Latin . To complete their high school educat ion,
they had to transfer to the old Omaha High School
(now Central High)- traveling several miles by streetcar. The district added an 11th grade- and classes in
Latin and German- in 1905, and completed the
series of high school grades in 1908.
When Ben~on became a city of the second c lass
in 1907, it necessitated the organizing of a city
school district. The new board of education consisted of A.C. Christianson , F.H. Hawkins, H.E. Bon,
F.S. King, W.F. Rice and S.A. Morrison. Facing them
was the dilemma of overcrowding- an enrollment of
498 students housed in a 10-room building .
The board purchased three lots along the west
side of the Country Club grounds at 56th and Miami
for construction of a 2-room, 2-story building, known
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as Rosehill School. The lots cost $1 ,320 and the
building $4,050, both financed with the town 's first
bond issue, approved in a special election Sept. 23,
1907.
By 1909, classes again were too much for the
district's buildings. School was being held in the
storeroom of the International Order of Odd Fellows
hall , and various other places . Compounding the
overcrowding was a July 1909, fire that gutted the
original four-room building and library. At Benson
Central school in 1910, primary grades were meeting
in the basement, and the eighth-grade room was partitioned to accommodate the high school classes
while the fire-damaged portion was being reconstructed.
An election was held to approve a bond issue to
build a four-room brick school on the northwest corner of 66th and Maple. The site was to be across the
street from the original Sheely House school. Burnham Street was the name of the street that is now
66th Street, hence the name was to be Burnham
School.
Controversy arose because the residents of the
central and north areas of Benson favored building
two small schools , one to the west and one to the
north, instead of a larger school on the "west end."
The bond issue passed by a simple majority. At first
it was thought that a two-thirds majority was necessary, and that the issue had failed. The state laws
were researched, and it was learned that Benson's
population figures at that time put it in a special
category that required only a simple majority. So the
bond issue passed and the school was built.

Courtesy Ernes t Tindell collection
The original Benson West School, then called Burnham School,
built about 1911 .

Margaret Fedde is the first person acknowledged
as principal of Benson High School. Miss Fedde
began her teaching career at Benson in 1904, and
became principal in 1909 ·the first year of 12th grade
classes. She left Benson in 1911 to teach at Colum66

Courtesy Mrs. Mabel Mortensen Bald win
Benson Central 11th and 12th grade classes of 1913. Teachers pic·
tured with the class are: 1st ROW, left end, Miss Howe; right end,
Margaret Feddle. 2nd ROW, left end, Mary McNamara; right end
Ruby Jessen. BACK ROW, center, Principal John Speedie.

bia University in New York, then returned a year later
to the University of Nebraska to become chairman of
the home econom ics department.
Her elected replacement was Mary McNamara,
who was principal for 38 years before retiring in
1950.
Miss McNamara was a 1902 graduate of Omaha
High School (now Central High). She applied immediately to the Douglas County schools for a
teaching position , but was told she was too young
and too small. Undaunted, she taught a year in a rural
Custer County school, then spent a year at a rural
school near Irvington. In 1904, she taught second
grade in Millard, then a predominantly German village. " The majorit y of the pupils spoke no English,"
she told a World-Herald interviewer, " and I could
speak no German. "
Miss McNamara taught kindergarten and the primary grades after the Benson district hired her in
1905. She eventually taught high school English,
history, mathematics and French before becoming
principal. By virtue of going to summer school and
taking a year's leave-of-absence, she earned
bachelor's degrees in education and the arts from
the University of Nebraska. Later, she studied at the
University of Colorado in Boulder.
One condition of Benson 's annexation was that
the school system be retained. That meant Miss
McNamara became the first woman principal of a
high school in the expanded Omaha district. One official said during the 1940s, " We treat her just like a
man. She can dish it out and she can take if."
Miss McNamara's reputation was that of a strict
disciplinarian, but she also understood the typical
Benson teenager. Her " Dutch uncle" talks were a
staple of senior-c lass banquets . "I have to confess,"
she said once, "that my speech at the sen ior banquet has been the same year after year, though I've

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
Miss Mary McNamara, principal of Benson High School from 1912
to 1950.

garnished it in a few places to make it appear different."
Miss McNamara was principal in 1913 when Benson graduated its first four-year class, consisting of
six girls and two boys . In 1914, high school students
moved to the Benson West building after construction of a brick addition. Courses were added and the
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools accepted the school as a full member.
Those who taught at the new building included Latin
and English teachers Miss Ruby Jessen and Miss
Edna Reap; Miss Ruth Macklin, math; H.D. Stapleton, science; Miss Howe, subjects unknown.
Benson West became part of the Omaha School
district when Omaha annexed the city in 1917.
In the early 1920s, the Omaha school district approved building a Benson High School and a Monroe
School on a 22-ac re site northeast of 52nd and Maple
Streets. The land was part of Nebraska Territorial
Governor Alvin Saunders' claim before becoming the
county fairgrounds. Oldtimers remembered that Indians held powwows in the vicinity, as it was among
the highest plots of land in Douglas County .
The push for a new high school came from the
Benson School Association, which was organized
January 28, 1924. Members successfully fought for a
building program that included Benson High,
Monroe and Adams, a four-room wooden school in

the Keystone addition.
Benson resident Henry W. Colson filed a friendly
lawsuit in 1925 to determine the legality of building
the schools outside the corporate limits of the old
village of Benson. When Benson was annexed, a provision called for the same style of school that was
existing to be maintained within the village limits.
Colson 's attorney said he acted to " iron out a flaw
that might later prove costly to the city."
The new high school, which opened for classes in
January, 1927, was designed in the Georgian Colonial style, with stately columns at the south entrance and three cupolas on the roof- that would
lend the school 's yearbook its name. A gymnasium,
auditorium and stage, library, and excavation for a
swimming pool were included in the two-story brick
building, which cost $481,000.
Moving day came December 17, 1926, the Friday
before Christmas, and had Miss McNamara's personal touch. Unwilling to trust the movers to handle
some of the school's mirrors, statues and knickknacks , she organized an overall and apron parade of
the juniors and seniors.
Crowds of spectators watched the parade down
Maple Street and Military Avenue. Boys attired in
overall s pulled wagons brought from home, and girls
decked out in aprons each carried something to the
new building. Bill Sprague carried the flag to lead the
process ion. Drummers from the school orchestra
provided the cadence for the march - even though
Ernest Tinden, the bass drummer, fell into an open
manhole in front of the Benson Theater.
" This proves there is a Santa," Miss McNamara
said as the procession reached the school.
Upon completion of Benson High, the Benso n
Central building was abandoned in January 1927,
and elementary students went to either Benson
West or Rosehill. Condemnation of the old building
occured in March, 1928.

Benson Historical Society files- John Savage photo
Benson High School, looking northeast, about 1947.
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After 45 years in the Omaha schools, Miss
McNamara retired at the end of the 1949-50 school
year. The Benson Booster Club gave her a 10-week
tour of Europe as a retirement gift. She received the
Benson Lions Club Youth Award. The Benson
American Legion Post gave her its Community Service Award in 1962. Miss McNamara was 84 when
she died in 1968.

Headline Highlights from the Benson
High News
Oct. 2, 1929- Benson High News started . Says
North is their rival school. The predecessor of the
News was the Pep-o-Graph in 1924.
'29- Cupola first published. First activity stamps.
'32- A group of parents formed the Benson
Booster Club.
'34- Supt. Homer W. Andersen allowed dancing in
schools. Said Mary McNamara: "We do not plan to
have any formal dances at Benson High; however,
the various student organizations may give small
dances if they care to do so ."
'37- First Military Ball.
'39- First Cornhusker Boys and Girls Staters.
'41 -First Pep Club, organized by Art Harris.
'42-'43- Baseball added as a varsity sport.
'43-'44- Treasury Department flag awarded for
100% sales of war stamps and bonds.
'44-'45- Servicemen's edition of Benson High
News sent to 500 former students ...Vote on the
stadium name in Jan. '45...Swing-ln is THE gathering
spot...School participation 100% in March for war
stamp and bond sale; wins Treasury Flag ... 79 former
students were killed in the war.
'45-'46 - Plans started for the northwest wing expansion, plus gym and library... 10,000 spectators at
the Coliseum for Benson-Lincoln Northeast state
basketball final.
'46-'47 - Benson Memorial Organ Fund raises
$2,500.
'47-'48- First homecoming royalty, Carol Moluf
and football captain Dick Woolery ... Cupola in creased price from $1.75 to $2... First driver's education program ... beginning of tradition of a Christmas
tree in the lobby.
'48-'49- Stadium scoreboard installed ... First year
for a marching band ... Fund drive to purchase
uniforms for the band .
'49-'50- First All-City Music Festival ... Tennis
courts built. Assistant principal Earl Schroer was
promoted as Miss McNamara's successor.
'50-'51 -Library renovation ... Ruby Jessen retired .
'51-'51- Benson basketball games broadcast on
radio, sponsored by the Douglas County Bank... Gunnar Horn and Josephine Frisbie author the school
play, " Please Admit" .
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'52-'53- Cafeteria remodeled ... School enters three
floats in the Omaha Centennial parade.
'55-'56- Band to the Orange Bowl Parade
(Oklahoma vs. Maryland) at a cost of $8,500 ...First
"Bunny Brigade" appears at basketball half times group later went into hibernation until '69 ...205 incoming freshmen sent to Monroe.
'56-'57- Monroe's new gym is used for Benson 's
home basketball court.
'57-'58- Auditorium is renovated , including new
lights ...$900,000 in improvements made, including
cafeteria, band rooms, southeast wing for science
and math, boys' gym.
'60-'61 -New telephone system ... May Leach
retired ...Oak tree planted in honor of World War II
dead.
'61-'62- Howard Sorensen replaced Earl Schroer
as principal.
'62-'63- First wrestling team with Fred Pisasale as
coach ...Susan Turner and Robert Chandler won national debate tournament.
'63-'64- 190-member Benson band at NU band
day ... 2,517 students in the four grades...opening of
Gallagher Pool parking lot...Gunnar Horn ends 26
years as the Cupola's sponsor... Harry Duncan
named outstanding physics teacher in
Nebraska... Anna Cass retired after 51 years (age 70),
Max Winters retired after 30 years ... Beveridge High
School (later renamed Burke High) opens on 120th
Street, reduces Benson 's overcrowding.
'64- '65 - Band to Presidential Inaugural parade,
$18,000 for trip ... First Honors Banquet at Peony Park,
sponsored by Benson Boosters (previous honors had
been awarded at senior convocations in the school
auditorium).
'65-'66- Beatles haircuts banned ...Randy Reeves
was Boys State governor.. .First Junior-Senior
Prom ...King's was the new har:~gout after Tiners or
Shada's on the Radial lost popularity.
'66-'67- Powder Puff Football game for girls ... Miss
Ehrma Donley retired after 33 years .
'67-'68- New lockers installed ... Gallagher Park
fountain completed ...Stadium brick wall was torn
down.
'69- '70- Studio Singers began ... First "Spirit
Week" .
'70-'71 -Northwest High opens.
'73-'74- First '50s Day.
'74-'75- 128 minority students on racial balance
transfer... KIOS radio station tower erected on
ground between Benson and Monroe ...Pians for Orcutt Field scrapped although mone'y was
available ... Benson High News ceased publication for
one issue because of financial problems ...Controversy over naming of Northwest 's football stadium for
Nile Kinnick.
'75-'76 - Media center opened ... New lights at the
stadium.

Howard Sorenson retired after the 1976-77 school
year, and Leslie George, who had been Papillion
superintendent of schools and principal at McMillan
Junior High in the Omaha system , became Benson
High's fifth principal.
George administered the school during a period of
steep decline in enrollment. Black students in Benson's attendance area chose to attend other schools
under the Omaha district's racial-balance transfer
program. Many white students living south of Maple
Street opted to attend Central High, which, because
of the district's open-enrollment policy, quickly
became the state's largest high school with 1,900
students in the 1987-88 school year.
" Project Re-Entry, " a program during the 1981 -82
school year, attempted to help former dropouts earn
their diplomas. The project met with limited success. In another recruitment program , Benson
became the center for humanities studies in the
Omaha schools. Special classes in theater, English
and the arts were established to encourage interested students in enrolling. The school received a
$20,000 grant from the Ford Foundation in 1983 to
further the humanities· program .
Frank Hoy replaced George, who retired after the
1984-85 school year. School enrollment dipped
below 1,000, and the school district approved the
return of freshmen classes to Benson beginning
with the 1987-88 year.
Benson High teachers who taught 25 years or
more Include:
Ella Barrett- 1926-1953
Anna Cass- 1932-1964
Gertrude Dietrichs- 1944-1971
Ehrma Donley - 1934-1967
Caroline Gurney -1918-1 944
Art Harri s - 1939-1 977
Gunnar Horn - 1937-1977
Allee Horsfall - 1938-1961
J. lhm - 1925-1951
Ruby Jessen- 1910-1950
Irene Johns- 1930-1971
Eva Jones- 1932-1958
Kathryn Kendall - 1930-1961
Roberta Kiewit - 1936-1971
Art King- 1945-1970
May Leach - 1924-1961
Gladys Line - 1936-1966
Charles Matthews- 1935-1973
Helen Maynard - 1943-1969
Mary McNamara - 1907-1950
Edward " Scotty" Orcutt- 1942-1970
William Powers- _ _-1985
Lucille Barbe Sandy- 1946-1983
Earl Schroer- 1932-1961
Cecil 0 . Sharer- 1948-1975
Edith Smith- 1934-1961
Doris Stevens- 1944-1973
Alice Tesar- 1930-1973
Esther Weitkamp- 1939-1969
Max Winters - 1934-1964

Helen Yont- 1934-1971
Marguerite Zweifel - 1940-1977
Benson High faculty who have taught 25 years or
more, and who have not yet retired:
Charles Davey
Nancy Land
Milton Lorenz
Herbert Penner
Fred Pisasale
Roger Sorensen

Hall of Fame
Benson High School can be justly proud of the
achievements of its graduates. In order to formally
recognize these accomplishments, the Benson
Boosters initiated, beginning in 1978, annual awards
to alumni who have distinguished themselves in
their businesses and professions, or in their service
to the community. Those who are not graduates of
Benson , but have distinguished themselves in service to Benson High School , are also recognized as
Outstanding Benson Boosters. The list includes a
wide range of vocations and careers , from entertainers and broadcasters to businessmen , political
leaders, educators and professionals.
A few of the nationally known honored alumni are:
Gale E. Davis- 1926- President , United of
Omaha Ins.
Nile Kinnick- 1936- Heisman Trophy winner
Floyd Kalber- 1942- Newscaster on national
TV
Julie Wilson- 1942 - Stage; TV and night club
singer
John Madden- 1947 - Real estate developer
Janice Dunkle Stoney - 1957 - President, Northwestern Bell
Hal Daub- 1959- U.S. Congressman , 2nd Dist.,
Nebraska
David K. Karnes- 1967 - U.S. Senator,
Nebraska
Many others, though not nationally known, have
excelled in their own fields as presidents of corporations, owners of businesses, professors at universities, ministers, physicians, lawyers and artists.

Grade Schools
Benson West Elementary is the latest of four
names given to the school sitting on the hill at 66th
and Maple Streets.
The original four-room brick school was built in
1910 after voters approved a bond issue. It has been
known as Burnham School , then West Benson , Benson Elementary, and finally Benson West. Voters approved bonds in 1914 for an addition to the school.
Two more additions were built as the school grew to
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~=·,}~lCourtesy Ruth Savin and George Robbins
Horses and motorcars brought the people to Benson West, then
Benson High School, probably for graduation. The section on the
east had been added In 1916.

the west, the first in 1932, and the last in 1958.
Benson West became a grade school in 1927, after
high school students had moved to the new Benson
High building on 52nd and Maple Streets.
When the Hattie B. Munroe home for crippled
children operated across Maple Street from the
school, a Benson West teacher instructed those children.
Enrollments have overflowed the school several
times, with classes being held in portable
classrooms, the Benson Park Pavilion and in area
shops. On occasion, half-day sessions were needed.
To relieve overcrowding at Benson West, a new
school was proposed in 1950 for the 66th and Ames
Avenue area, east of Benson Park. Those plans were
scrapped in 1953, replaced by the construction of
Fontenelle Elementary, at 52nd and Spaulding
Streets. Completed in 1954, the original 18-room
building, which included an auditorium and combined cafeteria-gymnasium, cost $662,773. A
$150,000 six-room annex was added in 1958.
Fontenelle accommodated students who lived in
several subdivisions built to the north of the old Benson city limits.

1912 Telephone Directory
The original Rosehill school, a two-story frame building, built In
1907.

Rosehill Elementary, at 56th and Miami Streets, is
the oldest school in the Benson area to have been
used continuously as an elementary school. It was
built in 1908 as a 2-room, 2-story wood frame
building . This was replaced by a brick structure in
1917. It had been planned for completion for the
beginning of the school year in 1916, but was not
ready for occupancy until later. The students from
the Rosehill area were taken to Benson Cent ral
School each day by " jitney" buses - the first record
of " busing " of students in the Benson area.
A major addition on the west end of Rosehill was
constructed in 1928. A $243,000 combination
gymnasium-cafeteria-auditorium was in use by the
beginning of the 1968-69 school year. A new library
was dedicated in March, 1978.

-r-

Rosehlll Elementary School- 1987 photo.

Benson West School- 1987 photo.
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Adams Elementary School , at 78th and Pin kney
Streets, housed students living in the Keystone additions for 63 years until an April 1987, fire severely
damaged the original eight-classroom wooden
building built in 1924. Strangely, the students had
gone through a fire drill earlier in the day before the
fire occurred. The building suffered an estimated
$193,000 in damages.

A $1.6 million project was to restore the Adams
building by August 1988. Ten classrooms were to be
constructed, with the five classrooms and multipurpose room housed in a 1954 brick addition
remodeled. Students attended classes at District
66's former Westbrook Junior High School , closed in
1987, during construction.
Pupils from Benson West, Fontenelle, Rosehill
and Adams for the most part comprise the student
body at Monroe Junior High School, which had its
original structure- consisting of a kindergarten and
three classrooms- built in 1926. Two years later, the
office and four more classrooms were added. In
1935, construction more than doubled the size of the
building as the school enrollment grew.
Ninety-nine students attended the kindergartenthrough-eighth grade school in 1926. By 1942, that
number increased to 913- which included part of the
freshman class from Benson High. The Benson High
News devoted sections of the paper to Monroe activities.
Another addition in the 1950s included home
economics and industrial education rooms and a
1,600-seat gymnasium in which Benson and Tech
Highs would play some of their basketball games. A
six-lane, 25-foot-long swimming pool was built in
1965. Portable classrooms were needed for classes
from the 1970s up until 1987, when ninth-grade
students returned to Benson High.
Monroe became the Omaha district's first alljunior high school in 1964. It took in students from
Lewis and Clark Junior High in 1975 after the May
tornado heavily damaged the school on 69th and
Burt Streets.
St. Bern ard's and St. Pius X Grade Schools, the
only Catholic schools in the Benson neighborhood,
feed most of their students to Creighton Prep or
Marian, city-wide parochial high schools. Some
Benson-area students attend Holy Name and Roncalli high schools.

Monroe Junior High School· 1987 photo.

St. Bernard's School
The year of 1912 was very busy for St. Bernard 's
Parish. Prompted by the urging of Bishop Scannell,
the congregation moved its church building from
61st and Miami to 65th and Military Avenue, and built
a new parish house and a fo ur-room school house.
The cost of the school was $6,837. Bernard Post
donated the Military Avenue land.
The Sisters of Mercy agreed to take charge of the
operation of the school, which enrolled 75 children
the first year. The school building was adequate during the '20s and '30s, but by the end of World War II,
it was extremely overcrowded. The property across
the street from the school was purchased , and the
new school was in use by the fall semester of 1950.
It, too, was soon outgrown, and five years later an
eight-room addition was built. This was followed in
1966 with yet another eight-room addition.
The Sisters of Mercy who taught at St. Bernard 's
had been living at St. James ' Orphanage. In 1963 a
convent was bu i It for them across the street to the
west from the sc hool. By 1971 , the number of nuns
on the faculty at St. Bernard 's had decreased to the

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The original four-room St. Bernard's school building, built in 1912.

St. Bernard's school student body, about 1916.
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point that the convent was too large. A private home
was purchased for them, and the convent became a
monastery for the Poor Clare Sisters.
·
The Sisters of Mercy continued to teach through
1979. Through their efforts and the support of the
congregation, St. Bernard's has held the reputation
of being one of the leaders in the field of elementary
education in the city of Omaha.

Madonna School
"When one door closes, another opens ,"
describes the beginnings of the Madonna School for
Exceptional Children. Sister Evangeline , a member
of the order of the Sisters of Mercy, had been
teaching the primary grades of the school at St.
James' Orphanage. About 1960, it was decided that
it would be better for the children to attend classes
in the neighboring Catholic schools. This left Sister
Evangeline with only two students , who tested
retarded. The neighboring schools had no facilities
for them; so the obvious conclusion was to develop
a program for these and other retarded children.
Rev. Roman Ulrich, superintendent of schools for
the Omaha Archdiocese, was supportive of the idea,
and classes began in an old building at St. James'
Orphanage. In a few years, the number of students
had grown to 38, but the old building was condemned by the Fire Department for use as a -school.
About this same time, First English Lutheran
Church had vacated their building at 62nd and
Miami , and the facilities seemed to be ideal for the
needs of Madonna School. The only problem was the
asking price of $100,000, and Sister Evangeline had
no funds. The tuition of $35 per month per student
did not even cover operation expenses, let alone provide money for new facilities. Parents and friends
launched a fund -raising drive and collected enough
for the down-payment. Most of the rest of the purchase price eventually came from the generosity of
Omaha businessman D.J. Witherspoon.
Most of the students are moderately or mildly
retarded; they are accepted non-denominationally on
the basis of their capacity to benefit from the program. Some students are of normal intelligence, but
have severe learning disabilities.
There are many success stories to be told of
young lives that have eventually been able to find a
place in society because of the training they have
received at Madonna. Recently the school opened
the Madonna Shop, at 6930 Maple, to give students
experience in factory-type jobs.
Sister Evangeline hopes for more doors to open in
the future. Hopes and dreams include plans for an
addition to the school, improvements at the Madonna Shop, and a half-way house.
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St. Bernard's elementary school · 1987 photo
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Monastery at St. Clare, across from St. Bernard's church. It was
originally built for the Sisters of Mercy who taught at the school.

Madonna School for Exceptional Children · formerly First English
Lutheran Church.
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The 8th Grade graduates of 1910, Benson Central School.
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Courtesy Douglas County Department of Roads
Map of the school districts In eastern Douglas County in 1885.
School District 119, whose residents are listed on page 14, con·
sisted of five sections of land. They were: Section 7, Township 15,
Range 13 (Biondo to Pratt, 48th St. to 60th St.), and Sections 1, 2,
11 and 12, Township 16, Range 12 (Biondo to Fort, 60th St. to 84th
St.).

Courtesy Elaine Buller
School days at Benson Central School In the early 1900s.

Cour tesy Gladys Babcock Cordill
Eighth grade graduating class, Benson Central School, June 1915.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The Fourth Grade class at Benson Central School in 1922, taught
by Mrs. Baldwin and Mrs. Swanholm. The background shows the
annex to the school, with a box-like structure for pipes from one
s ection to the other.
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Benson High Athletics
Benson High 's first athletic endeavor resulted in
its only state basketball title.
In the winter of 1919-20, a group of boys formed a
team with the Rev. John Calvert , the "athletic parson" of Benson Methodist, serving as coach. Playing
its home games in Rosehill School's gym, the team
went 16-2 and considered entering the state tournament in Lincoln.
Rev. Calvert sought permission from Miss
McNamara to make the trip.
"They wouldn 't have a chance to win, " she said.
"Sure we would ," the coach said. "we'd be in
Class D or E. "
She approved, and he funded the trip through the
$100 donation longtime booster J.L. Corbaley obtained from local merchants and professionals.
Playing two games a day in Class E, Benson High
swept through Gretna 17-13, Stella 17-13, McCooi
Junction 23-12 and Kenesaw 16-13 in overtime in the
finals.
" The whole town was in Lincoln for the finals, "
Miss McNamara recalled. "It would have been a fine
night for a second-story man in Benson."
A snake dance up Maple Street celebrated the
team 's win. Olson 's Market displayed the trophy in
its showcase window. A school assembly the following Monday included speeches from the boys, their
mothers, Miss McNamara and Rev. Calvert.
Players were John Calvert, Harold Jacobsen, Edwin Heckindorf, Ben Butler, John McKinley, Elmer
Gustafson, Eldon Benson and Arthur Olson . Benson
High has reached the state finals , and lost, six times
since.
May Leach, the school's first female physical
education teacher, coached the 1925 team that lost
16-12 to Arlington in the Class D final. Although she
was the only female coach in the tournament , she
recalled that everyone was very nice to her.
Benson High had its " Bunnies" nickname and its
green-and-white colors by the time football arrived
on the school scene in 1927. Benson's colors were
red and white until the school joined the Omaha
School District. Since Omaha Commerce, later
known as Tech, wore maroon and white, and South
High had red and white, Miss McNamara in 1918 felt
compelled to change to colors "harmonious with the
others."
The nickname resulted from a conversation in
January 1927 between Adams and World-Herald
reporter Harold George. Discussing the need for a
team nickname, and with three small players on the
first team having to exert great effort to jump as high
as their taller opponents, one of them suggested
"Bunnies", which appeared in World-Herald stories
later that season .
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Another year that Benson could have won the
state basketball tournament was 1928. But the team
had to settle for the Tri-City championship. The principals of all the Omaha high schools had agreed not
to send their teams to the Lincoln tournament
because of previous problems with overenthusiastic
fans.
A midnight parade through Benson did celebrate
the capture of the Tri-City crown. Ernie Adams was
the coach. Enthusiasm was so great that a fundraising drive was started to send the team to the National Class A tournament in Chicago. Lack of funds
was the apparent reason for the failure of the attempt.
A fan, Mrs. M.G. Rumbel , submitted a poem to the
Benson Times in tribute to the team. It was written to
be sung to the tune of "Marching Through Georgia."
Sound the good old bugle, boys, for Benson won
the cup,
Creighton tried to get it, but they didn 't have the
luck.
For Ernie Adams' basketeers came right up to
the front
And won it from the Bluejays with their skill and
clever stunts.
Hurrah! Hurrah! for our fine Benson boys.
Hurrah! Hurrah! you never heard such noise,
When they won the city championship the
cheers that rang were great
On Saturday night, the Third of March, nineteen twenty-eight.
There 's Jake and Sandy Armentrout, Norris and
Chastain,
Pedersen and Ptacek, all helped to win the
game,
And Chadwell, Strawn and Thoma,
Also Lindberg and Paul Fay
Are the green and white clad " Bunnies"- on the
Benson team they play.

Courtesy Art Lindberg
Benson High city championship basketball team of 1928. CENTER
FRONT, seated, Sandy Armentrout. 2nd ROW, I to r, Jack Norris,
Ed Pedersen, Roger Chastain, Larry "Jake" Armentrout, Lester
Ptacek, coach, Ernle Adams. BACK ROW, I to r, Paul Fay, Leroy
Thoma, Arthur Lindberg, Gene Chadwell, Ray Strawn.

Ernie Adams coached basketball until 1937, when
he entered county politics, followed by Ralph Ross,
Scotty Orcutt , Knauss and Shelsta.
Other state runner-up teams in basketball came in
1942,1946, 1951, 1954and 1981 . Benson lost to archrival Creighton Prep 54-53 in the 1981 title game at
the Universiy of Nebraska's Devaney Sports Center.
The 1981 Bunnies were the sixth and final state tournament team that Don Knauss coached at Benson.
Only the fourth coach in Benson basketball history,
Knauss announced his retirement from boys coaching prior to the state tournament.
The Bunnies, 21-4, advanced to the finals with a
pair of wild finishes. In their first-round game against
Lincoln High, future University of Nebraska star
Dave Hoppen, a two-time all-stater at Benson, who
would later play in the National Basketball Association, tipped in a basket with no time remaining to tie
the game, Benson 's victim in the semifinals. But
Creighton Prep, with two-time all-stater Kerry Trotter, proved too much to handle. Benson lost a threepoint lead in the final minutes and fell 54-53 in
Knauss' final game as a boys coach.
Terry Shelsta, Knauss' assistant coach, replaced
the 319-game winner and returned the Bunnies to the
state tournament In his first season . Their stay
ended in the semifinals when eventual champion
Lincoln Northeast bombed Benson 68-32, one of the
worst losses ever in the state tournament.
World-Herald All-State basektball players from
Benson High:
1931 - Max Egbert
1935- Nile Kinnick
1936- Robert Hobbs, Albert Randall
1938 - Jerry Dutcher
1943- Chuck Mulvaney
1944- Cliff Rose
1945- Glen Ritcher
1946 - Rod Dalbey
1950- William Mann
1951 - Don Muenster
1954 - Erick Olsen
1955 - Wayne Muenster
1961 - Ken Conner
1962- Grant Simmons
1969 - Doug Johnson
1970 - Larry Seg er
1974- Jeff Elmore
1976-77- Dan Clausen
1981-82- Dave Hoppen
1985- Jerry Johnson
. Orc~tt entered into a 30-year coaching career after
fmancral trouble caused him to abandon medical
studies at the University of Nebraska. He came to
Benson High in 1942, teaching biology while
coaching basketball and baseball. He started Ben so n High's American Legion baseball program in

Benson High School flies

Benso~ coach Scotty Orcutt discussing plays with his team In the

school s old gym. Photo from the early 1960s.

1946, and took two Omaha Dugdales teams to state
championships and regional tournaments. He died
in 1972, two years after suffering a coma after a fall
from a ladder while at his home.
Benson may have fielded a football team as early
as 1912, but the sport didn 't catch on until1927. The
Bunnies played Iowa School for the Deaf in their first
two games, losing 13-0 at Benson and 24-0 in Council
Bluffs. Spectators stood for Benson 's home games,
except for a band that numbered about 10 students.
Benson 's 1929 football schedule, its first Class A
competition, had games with Logan (Iowa), Council
Bluffs Thomas Jefferson, Fremont, Omaha North,
Nebraska School for the Deaf, Blair, Wahoo and
Cathedral. The 22-man squad wore kelly-green
jerseys.
Benson's first football standout later became
Omaha's first Heisman Trophy football player. Nile
Kinnick, who died during a World War II flying mission, played for the Bunnies in 1934 after his family
moved from Adel , Iowa. An all-stater in football and
basketball at Benson , Kinnick played four years at
his home state University of Iowa, where he starred
on the 1939 Hawkeyes' lronmen team. Iowa's football stadium in Iowa City is named for Kinnick, as is a

.
Benson High School flies
N1ght football game at Benson Stadium in the late 1930s. Before
World War II, Benson was the only high school in Omaha with a
lighted stadium.
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5,000-seat stadium at Omaha's Northwest High.
Benson's football stadium , a Works Progress Administration project, was ready for the 1936 season.
The first varsity game played was against South on a
Saturday afternoon as no lights were installed. The
bricks and lumber were recycled from the old Pacific
School, which had been a municipal flophouse
before its demolition.
The original stadium, which stood until 1977, was
the first lighted field available to the Omaha public
schools. The University of Omaha, which installed
the lights, played its games there until building a
stadium after World War II. Crowds as large as 8,000
filled the 4,500-seat stadium for tradition-filled
games against rivals Creighton Prep, North, South,
Central and Bellevue. The stadium's wooden fence
in the north end zone frequently was a target for
pranksters. The west grandstand was replaced in
1977 with concrete and steel bleachers. A new press
box and concession stand also were constructed.
Ernie Adams was Benson 's first football coach .

Benson High School files
"And the walls come a-tumbling down ..." Members of the Benson
High School band adding a touch of humor to the demolition of
the brick wall behind the west stands of the football stadium.
Photo from 1969.
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Following him have been Ralph Ross, Ken Kennedy,
Nigs Milenz, Art Harris, Rex Johnson, Roger Sorenson, Dan Carruthers and Lonnie Tapp.
Kinnick, an all-stater, preceded such Benson
gridiron notables as Homer Smith, a Princeton
graduate who has coached in the college and pro
ranks; Mike Kennedy, an all-Big Eight linebacker for
Bob Devaney at Nebraska; Randy Reeves , an
Academic All-American in 1969 at Nebraska; Archie
Gray, a star Wyoming wide receiver who would play
in the Canadian Football League; and Bobby Bass,
who set Metro Conference scoring records before
playing at Kansas and the University of Nebraska at
Omaha.
World-Herald All-State Football players from Benson High:
1935- John Krejci , tackle
1937- Bob Brown , halfback
1941 -Malcolm Watkins, tackle
1948- Raymond Johnson, center
1949- Dick Westin, back
1951 ·Rodger Lindwall, center
1952- Kenneth Moorhead, center
1953- Stuart Howerter, end
1954- Richard Reifschneider, end
1954- Ron Coyan, guard
1955- Mike Cochran , tackle
1960- Paul Meckna, center
1961 - Mike Kennedy, guard
1962 - Robert Fischer, tackle
1962- Morrie Bantner, guard
1963 - Larry Argersi nger, center
1964 - Bruce Fischer, tackte
1965 - Randy Reeves, back
1966- Doug Rothery, guard
1968- Scott Mitchell, guard
1969- Todd Sorensen, guard
1969- Bill Jessen, center
1970 · Archie Gray, end
1972, '73, '74- Bobby Bass, back
1974- Paul Sorensen, tackle
1974- Bill Auxier, guard
1975- Russ Basker, guard
1975- James Morrison, defensive back
1982 - Lee Jones, defensive tackle
1987- Jeff Jennings, tight end
Benson 's sports program grew with the addition
of boys golf, tennis and track in the 1930s; baseball
and gymnastics in the 1940s; wrestling, swimming
and cross country in the 1960s; soccer in the 1980s.
Girls athletics began in the 1970s after state restrictions were lifted. Benson's girls had stayed fit by
competing in Girls Athletic Association intramural
activities.
Art Harris, the father of boys gymnastics in the
Omaha schools, coached three Benson teams to
state titles in the 1940s. Benson plays host to a boys
meet each year honoring Harris.
Other state championships Benson has won are
boys golf in 1939, tennis in 1939, and baseball in
1974.

Recreation
Theaters
The earliest " movies" in Benson were shown at
the Gem Theater, located on the northwest corner of
Binney Street and Military Avenue, in one of Joseph
McGuire's buildings. The time was the early 1900s,
in the days of silent movies, and the piano player set
the mood for the action .
Often times there was as much action in the audience as on the screen , because the "fl re bell " was
located near the theater, and the " volunteers " would
often have to race to the storage shed to pull the
hand-drawn water-pumping cart to the site of a fire.
The Gem theater was closed in 1914, and remodeled by McGuire into a garage.

Courtesy Franics Maney Estate
The Benson Theater, then located on the south side of the street
at 6059 Maple.

In 1911 , Mike Chalupsky built a theater at what is
now 6059 Maple St. George McArdle bought it in
about 1917, and held a contest to give it a new name.
The name "Benalto," a combination of Benson and
Rialto, was chosen. The movies were still " silent ,"
and the piano player was now Howard McArdle, the
son of the owner. Mabie Turne r also played for the
" silents" for years.
In the early 1920s the theater was moved across
the street to 6054 Maple and was sold In 1929 to the
Nebraska Theater Corp., which named it simply the
"Benson Theater. "
Neighborhood theaters lost many patrons in the
early 1950s as more and more homes acquired televiCourtesy Steiger Family
A rehearsal for a play or a pageant. The scene is probably in the
old Gem Theater at Military and Binney Streets.

Courtesy Erna Abendroth
Benson school children In a program to mark the opening of the
Benson Theater in 1911.

Benson Historical Society files
The Benson Theater, located on the north side of Maple, just west
of 60th Ave. The west end of the building housed the "Oasis" con·
fectlonary shop, also known as the " Bensonette" .
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sion sets. The Benson Theater closed, and was
remodeled in early 1954 for Best Appliance Store.
Ironically, Best sold- among other things- television
sets.

Ebner, second clarinet; A. Knudsen , first coronet; B.
Polly, second coronet; C.H. Reideger, mellophone;
Emil Holub, bass viola; F.J. Boukal, piano and Ralph
Hughes, drums.

Benson Gymnastic Club

Benson Historical Society files
Interior of the "Oasis" in the Benson Theater building, operated
by the Rutherford family. Note the stairs to a small balcony where
customers could enjoy their ice cream. Photo from the 1920s.

In 1906, Jacob Gehrig Jr., organized the Benson
Gymnastic Club, which met in the old Town Hall on
Military Avenue. They had some basic equipment
such as parallel bars, a " horse," tumbling mats and a
horizontal bar. They even had shirts with a " B.G.C."
monogram embroidered on the front.
But not all their time was spent tumbling . Often
they would invite people to give talks to the group on
various subjects- from athletics to morality. They
also had devotional meetings, and sometimes
formed quartets and harmonized, barbershop-style.
They also had a reading room, the only other library
in town being the school library.

Music
Benson boasted many amateur musicians, even in
the very early days. A German singing society had
been organized about the turn of the century, and
met in the parlor of Hoeker's boarding house for
their rehearsals. Professor Evans was the director.
Henry Schleu and Charles Keller were the first
tenors. Henry Hoeker and Evald Kuerten, second
tenors, Jacob Gehrig and August Breitinger, first
bass and Charles Stanton, second bass.
The Benson Band was organized by A. Fairbrother
in December, 1909, with 10 members. He continued
to lead it for about a year, when Dr. Wilcox took his
place. During this first year, the merchants of Benson raised $300 to purchase instruments.
In 1911 , Dr. Laird became the leader of the group,
which by then had 22 members, all residents of Benson . To help with the continuing expenses of the
band , businessmen Mike Chalupsky, Guss Wulff,
William Huntzinger, Frank Rouse, Joe Peska, H.F.
Knudsen, Peter Gravert and Charlie Sprague ·each
pledged a contribution of $2 per month. They also
contributed $40 for lumber to build a bandstand.
The band participated in the Ak-Sar-Ben festivities
in the fall of 1911, and reportedly received many
compliments on their performance and appearance.
In the summer they called themselves the Benson
Merchants' Band and played outdoor concerts; in
the winter they called themselves the Benson Harmony Orchestra and played for dances in the I.O.O.F.
Hall. Members in 1912 were: Edward Arndt, director;
R. Houfek, second violin ; H. Hansen, first clarinet ; R.
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Courtesy Gehrig Family
The Benson Gymnastic Club organized by Jacob Gehrig In 1906.
Jake wears the white shirt.

Courtesy Elaine Buller
Then as now, baseball teams celebrated after the game with a cold
brew.

Some early members, in addition to Jake Gehrig,
were James and Tap Morton, Emil Erikson, Otto Selling, Christopher, Lee and Charles Johnson, Ross
McCandless, John Martig, David Washburn , Lynn
Daley, Russell Walsh, Oscar and Carl Newman, Edward Hansen, Walter Snell and Walter Congdon.
Jake Gehrig moved away from Benson for a few
years, and when he came back, the club had disbanded.

Courtesy Max Holdorf
A winning bowling team of yesteryear. FRONT ROW, I tor, Lonzo
Bethard, William Hinz. BACK ROW, I to r, Bert Ranz, Ed Larson,
Henry Buller, Arthur Buller, Dr. Allen (chiropractor).

Fairgrounds
The Douglas County Agriculture Society acquired
the land on the northeast corner of 52nd and Maple
Streets to build fairgrounds and to construct a racetrack. The first fair was held in 1915 during the week
of September 20 to 25. The list of agricultural entries
in the fair filled more than two full pages of the Benson Times.
One of the most advertised attractions was the
horse races. Considerable investment had been
made in the race track, but the attendance was
disappointing. Benson business houses closed on
Wednesday, and the merchants helped to swell the
attendance that afternoon and evening. Although interest in the horse races during the first season was
less than expected, races held several times during
the next three years proved to be more popular.
Dog races were also held at the track in December,
1915. A jackrabbit had been trained to run to a burrow. Opinion was that he would not have made it if
the dogs were not slowed down by the circular track.
In 1916, the fairgrounds was the site of a wrestling
match between Louis Stecker from Dodge ,
Nebraska, and Strangler Lewis, from Wisconsin. The
match was played according to "catch-as-catch-

can" wrestling rules . Stec ker's favorite hold was a
leg scissors, with which he cou ld reportedly burst
sacks of grain. Lewis' favorite hold was a headlock.
Neither contestant was anxious to allow the other to
use his best hold. It was reported that Lewis " ran"
from Stecker for 5 hours until the fight was called off
at 9:00 p.m. Reportedly fans were lighting matches
near the end of the fight, and f inally pulling up cars
and turning on the headlights, in order to see what
the contestants were doing.
One of the most successful racing meets was held
in June, 1917. With the United States' entry into
World War I only two months before, the racing event
took on patriotic overtones. The management
donated all prof its to the Red Cross for use in its war
effort. Mike Chalupsky, who entered his prize horse
in the race, announced that he planned to donate the
horse for use in the war. Twenty-five society girls,
wearing Red Cross uniforms, sold tickets at the gate
and acted as usherettes. The band played patriotic
airs between races.
The last Douglas County Fair in Benson was held
in August, 1917. It brought larger crowds than in
prior years , but by the next year, officials of the
Douglas County Agriculture Society had decided to
change the location to Waterloo, claiming that the
urban setting of Benson did not draw people.
The Ak-Sar-Ben, at one time, planned to stage a
large Wild West show on the grounds, but scrapped
the plans because of lack of interest.

Parks
At the turn of the centu ry, Benson residents could
find plenty of open space in their neighborhood. A
stroll of ten minutes could bring them to the edge of
town where they could enjoy long vistas of wideopen space. Sti ll, Benson residents felt that they
should have a park with landscaped paths, a bandstand for concerts and celebrations and benches on
which to rest whi le enjoying entertainment.
The desirability of a park became more apparent in
1908 when the Benson Commercial Club sponsored
the town 's first Chautauqua. A typical chautauqua
featured several days of politicians, musical groups,
short plays, speakers on various subjects, gymnastic displays or any of a variety of other performances. For nine days in June, a tent was pitched on
an empty lot near the old city hall on Mil itary Avenue
and Riggs Street (now Wirt). The Chautauqua was a
success, but many felt that a parklike atmosphere
would have enhanced the event.
Before the end of the summer, a committee of
Commercial Club members was appointed to investigate the possibility of acquiring parkland. This
was the beginning of intermittent attempts to find a
satisfactory answer to the problem of obtaining a
park.
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The first site that was studied was land just north
and west of St. James' Orphanage. But a bond issue
was voted down, as were several subsequent ones.
After each of these defeats, interest waned for a
while.
During the three years that Krug Park was closed
due to the loss of its liquor license (1909-1912), some
ministers urged its purchase as a "family" park.
Their objective primarily was to discourage any
future return to using the park as a beer garden.
In 1911 , another opportunity for a park arose. The
Morningside Land Company approached the city
with a proposition designed to give Benson a park
and at the same time to boost development of the
Morningside addition. N.P. Dodge real estate company offered to deed five to six acres south of Biondo and west of 63rd Street to the city, provided city
officials could persuade the Omaha Street Railway
Company to extend the carline south to Biondo, using one of the streets between 60th and 67th.
A City Council meeting , combined with a mass
meeting of citizens, was scheduled. The issue
seemed urgent enough that a special invitation was
extended to the ladies of the community. They were
promised that a special section with comfortable
seats would be set aside for them .
The meeting attracted a large crowd, but enthusiasm gradually faded -when Bensonites couldn't
convince the streetcar company to extend its line.
Agitati on for a park co ntinued to arise periodically,
but the goal was never accomplished w hile Benson
was an independent city.
After annexation, Benson residents could use
facilities at Omaha's Fontenelle and Elmwood Parks,
but their own area still lacked a park. In the 1920s,
the Williams' farm and orchard north and east of
72nd and Military Ave. became available for purchase. The first appraisal of $800 an acre was rejected. The Benson Improvement Association ,
armed with a petition containing 1,000 signatures,
requested another appraisal. That one included more
land, but the total cost was less than the original appraisal.

Before a public hearing could be held, a group of
citizens appeared, unexpectedly, before a city commissioners ' meeting. It represented residents who
protested the acquisition of any parkland because of
the added taxes. Their opposition lay in the manner
in which the park was to be financed. Every lot lying
west of 54th Street would be assessed added property taxes to pay 50% of the cost. The remainder would
be assessed to all Omaha taxpayers. By this time,
the Omaha City Council had become disgusted with
the bickering, and rejected the second appraisal.
Once again, Benson was forced to wait for a park.
After more than a decade of unsuccessful attempts to obtain a public park in Benson , some
citizens turned their attention toward a more attainable goal of obtaining a playground for Benson
children. For many years Dr. J.M.F. Heumann had
been a strong supporter of both a playground and a
library, pointing out that both the bodies and minds
of young people needed exercise.
In 1926, largely through the efforts of the Benson
Women's Club a playground was finally established
on Military Avenue between Bedford Avenue and
Emmett Street. The city bought the property from
Reginald Twadell. Mr. Twadell , a resident of Irvington for many years before moving to Benson , had
built his home and landscaped the block with many
trees and shrubs, giving it a park-like atmosphere.
Known officially as the Benson Playg round, it was
called Benson Park until the present Benson Park
was developed.

Grace Young Park at Emmet Street and the Radial Highway. The
playground here was due to the efforts of the Benson Women 's
Club.

Lagoon at Benson Park. There were once several small lakes In
this area.
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In the 1930s, after the death of Mrs. F.E. Young's
daughter, Grace, the playground was officially
named Grace Young Memorial Park. Mrs. Young , a
prominent member of the Benson Women 's Club,
had led the effort to develop the playground.
For a few years the Twadell house was used as a
pavilion and recreation center. Later the ho use and

barn were removed and replaced by a small building
and a wading pool. The pool area was later filled in
because it was felt to be hazardous.
It was not until 1931 that a major park in the Benson area became a reality. The city council voted to
approve bonds in the amount of $77,760 to purchase
the Williams' tract. This time, no special assessment
was imposed upon Benson residents.

named for George Dill, who donated money for the
development of the complex.
Across Ames Avenue, the city built Benson Golf
Course in 1964. The modern 18-hole layout, designed
by Edward Packard, includes land originally used as
the Benson Golf Club, a 9-hole course constructed in
the 1930s, which fell into disrepair after World War II.
Model airplane enthusiasts used part of the old
course for a landing area until the early 1950s.

Krug Park

Much of the subsequent development of the park,
such as building the pavilion, dredging the lake and
other improvements, took place during the era of
Works Progress Administration , the federal program
to provide employment during the Depression. In
later years, additional improvements have been
made. East of Cole Creek, softball diamonds replaced the temporary barracks-type housing which
had been erected because of the shortage of housing that occured when the veterans returned after
World War II to reestablish their homes and raise
their families. Skaters glide across an Indoor ice
rink, built in the early 1970s, rather than across the
lake.
From 1969 to 1976, Dill Softball Complex in the
park was the site of the women's college softball
tournament sponsored by the Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women . Dill Field was

A descendent of Charles Tietz is quoted as saying
that if his grandfather hadn 't married a barfly, Krug
Park would have never come to be. "Grandfather"
Charles Tietz came from his native Germany to the
United States about 1850, served in the Union Army,
and then acquired 160 acres of land bordering on the
northwest corner of what is now 52nd and Maple. On
the twenty acres nearest to the " Military Road," he
started a dance hall and beer garden that grew into
the Tietz Park of the 1880s and 1890s. It is said that
the tables in the beer garden were bolted down
because the farm boys sometimes got a little
"frisky" when they came to town .
After Tietz's first wife died, he married a con-.
siderably younger woman who had worked in a
dance hall and who liked to travel. He enlarged the
park, added a bowling alley and took off on a tour of
Germany with his second wife. Part of the money for
the expansion of the park came in the form of a mortgage to Fred Krug, who operated a large brewery in
South Omaha. When Charles Tietz died in 1903, his
estate was unable to repay the mortgage, and Krug
took over the land.
Krug began further expansion, planning a complete amusement park. It was touted in advertisements as being " Omaha's Polite Resort," and offered several rides, a " tunnel of love" and an ice
cream parlor In addition to a dance pavilion and a

Playground at Benson Park with the indoor Ice Rink In the
background.

Omaha World-Herald files
The entrance to Krug Park at the turn of the century. Its main attraction was a beer garden and dance hall. Note the street car at
the left of the picture. Military made a sharp " S" curve in front of
the park.

Pavilion at Benson Park. Ted Williams' once had an orchard on
this land.
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beer garden/saloon that was run by Chris Lyck. W.W.
Cole managed the operation.
Balloon ascensions were a major attraction for
several years. In 1899 a young couple who had been
married in the park was treated to a ride in the
balloon.
The flower gardens, maintained by nurseryman
Rudy Timmler, were an attraction in themselves.

The park reopened in 1913 and Krug turned over
the operation to brothers Joseph and Herman
Munchhoff. Once again, balloon ascensions were
the highlight of Sunday evenings. Also featured at
various times were ae rialists, human cannonballs,
parachutists and horses that dove off a platform into
a tank of water. More rides were added , including a
72-horse merry-go-round, an " airplane " ride, a penny
arcade and the infamous " roily coaster" the Big Dipper. The year 1918 saw the development of a swimming pool complete with a two-story bath house, a
waterfall and a wave-making device.

Scene at Krug Park, shortly after the turn of ttie century.

Operation of the park was interrupted in 1908
when Rev. J.M. Leidy of the Methodist Church ,
described as "the fighting parson, " led the AntiSaloon League to succeed in having several saloon
operators put on trial for illegal liquor sales. Krug 's
beer permit, up for renewal , was challenged by the
Anti-Saloon League. The permit was denied on a
technicality, and as a result, Krug closed the park for
about three years.

The men who made things run - employees of Krug Park In front of
the entrance to the roller coaster.
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Courtesy Jane Drummy
In the central part of Krug Park. The "Swing" is in the foreground.
To the left is the enclosure for the carousel. The tank for the "div·
ing horses" is to the rear.
Courtesy Sylvia Claussen
George, David and Daniel Tromler, "Flying High in Krug Park" in
1912.
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Omaha World-Herald files
The swimming pool and bath house at Krug Park, probably in the
1920s.

January 1920 brought Prohibition to the nation and
closed the beer garden. The rest of the park continued to flourish . The dance pavilion was open
nightly; one of the orchestra leaders was Herb Feierman, son of Benson jeweler Max Feierman. Later his
brother, Web, led the band. Couples paid 5 cents for
a dance, which lasted for about 2 to 3 minutes.
Another nickel provided another 2 to 3 minutes on
the floor. Later in the decade, couples were able to
dance all evening for 75 cents; gentlemen alone
could be admitted for 50 cents, ladies for 25 cents.

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate

What a way to spend a Sunday afternoon · the carousel at Krug
Park, complete with music from a calliope.

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate

Which do you want to ride on? The camel or the horse?

Courtesy Jane Drummy
The "Big Dipper" roller coaster at Krug Park, as seen from one of
the highest points. Benson High School is in the left background.
Photo from the late 1920s.

Even without the beer garden, Krug Park was a
favorite place for Omahans to picnic, ride, dance and
swim.

About 7:30 p.m. on July 24, 1930, was the beginning of the end for Krug Park. Among groups at the
park that evening were Cudahy Packing employees
at a company picnic. Twenty-three passengers were
in four cars of the Big Dipper roller coaster when a
bolt worked loose in the brake shoe of the lead car. It
left the track, pulling the other three cars with it, for
a 35-foot plunge to the ground, killing four and injuring seventeen of the passengers. Those kill ed were
C.H. Stout, age 34; Ruth Farrell , age 15; Mrs. Gladys
Lundgren of Des Moines; and Anthony (Tony)
Polytika, age 22. Employees were quoted as saying
that they had felt earlier in the season that
maintenance was substandard. The entire city was
horrified, and the city council later passed an ordinance banning roller coasters.
In 1932 the amusement company was sold to and
operated by S.M. Fox and Loui s and Cam Slusky. The
bath house by the swimming pool burned in
September 1932, but was rebuilt. In spite of the
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Omaha World- Herald files
The wreckage of the cars of the roller coaster at Krug Park, in
which four people were killed July 24, 1930.

Dep ression and the adverse public ity from the roller
coast er accident , Krug Park still drew a sizeable
number of patrons.
Evidence that business was st ill relatively good
was th e July, 1933, hold-up of Louis Slu sky, in which
$3,500 in receipts were taken. He was locked in the
offic e vau lt, and wou ld have suffocated if hi s
brother, Abe, had not come and let him out.

Omaha World-Herald files
The Fun Palace at Krug Park, one of the many attractions on the
arcade. Photo from the mid 1930s.
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Boxing and wrestl ing matches were hel d at the
park periodically for many years. Fox bui lt a 4,000
seat arena for boxing and wrestling about 1932, and
attracted good crowds. The Benson American
Leg ion Post sponsored many of the matches.
Marathon dances, another phenomena of the
Depress ion years, were held in the mid '30s. Couples
would dance for days, with on ly brief moments for
rest, in hopes of being the surviving coup le, and the
winn er of the prize.
In 1940, the Sluskys were unable to renegotiate
their lease with the owners of th e land. The park was
c losed and the rides dismantled . As of 1962, the
merry-go-ro und was reportedly st ill operating in
Housto n, Texas. What had once been a major amusement park with a dozen adult rides, a half-dozen
c hildren's rides, arcade, fun house, t unnel of love,
sw imming poo l, picnic grounds, gardens and even a
small menagerie was reduced to a roller skating rink
in what was once the ballroom. That, too, was
destroyed by a fire in 1944.
The pro perty fell into neglect and was an eyesore
for several years. During thi s time, t he Metcalfe company proposed to build a 336-apart ment complex on
the site. The Benson Commercial Club officially encoraged this development; however, many of the individual members were opposed to commercial
development of the site. A petition favoring a park
was circ ulated in the neighborhood w ith an overwhelm ing number of signers in favor.
A 1945 fund drive, led by the World-Herald , raised
$30,000 t oward th e purchase of the property for a c ity
park. Mayor Charles Leeman, a Benson resident, and
Mrs. Pau l Gallag her, pres ident of the City Improvem ent Co unc il, spearheaded the drive that was suppo rte d h eavily by Benson reside nt s and
businessmen.
Legal battles carried the case to th e Nebraska
Supreme Court in 1950, before it was ensured t hat
the land wou ld actually be retained as a park. Three
years later, work began t o remove the old foundat ions, and level and seed t he grou nd. This was part of
a ci ty-w id e im provement plan that included an
18-hole golf course at Benson Park, improvements at
Grace Young Park, draining th e wad in g pool at Lake
James at 48th and Bed ford , and build i ng a stad ium in
Krug Park (which was not carried out). A new swimming pool has been built in Gallagher Park, and
baseball diamonds have been developed.
The most st riking feature of the park is a pool and
fountain, located on Maple St reet, near where the
ballroom once stood. The park is named for Rachael
(Mrs. Paul) Gallagher who was so instru mental in retaining it as a park. In May 1987, through the efforts
of Cit y Councilman Joe Friend, the fountain was
repaired and rededicated in honor of Benson 's
Centennial.

Omaha World-Herald files
The entrance to Krug Park, probably in the 1920s.
Omaha World-Herald flies
The entrance to Krug Park, and the boarded-up saloon which had
been operated by Chris Lyck. Photo taken shortly before demolition in the 1940s.

Courtesy Jane Drummy
The bath house and swimming pool at Krug Park. The roller
coaster is In the background.

Courtesy Douglas County Historical Society
Postcard of the area just inside the entrance to Krug Park showIng one of the beautiful flower gardens that were part of the landscaping.

Courtesy Douglas County Historical Society
Ruins of the burned -out bathhouse and of the swimming pool,
shortly before demolition.

The fountain in Gallagher Park - repaired and rededicated in May
1987 as part of the Centennial celebration .
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Country Club
Mentioning "Country Club" to Bensonites of today conjures up images of large brick homes on
winding , tree-shaded streets. However, the ground
where these homes were built was originally the golf
course of the exclusive Omaha Country Club.
In 1899 a group of prominent Omahans developed
120 acres east of the village of Benson into the
Omaha Country Club and golf course. This was not
only the first club of this type in the Omaha area, but
also the first country c lub in the state. The Club was
general ly bounded by 52nd Street, 56th Street, Biondo and Military (Maple), with another 20 acre tract
south and east of 52nd and Biondo.
Most of the members also belonged to the downtown "Omaha Club," and were the influential men in
Omaha at that time. Many lived in the Blackstone
Hotel-Gold Coast area, and came " out to the country" to relax, play golf, and socialize with their peers.
Besides the go lf course, there was a large
c lubhouse, on the southeast corner of 56th and
Maple, that had facilities for large dinners or dances,
and even a few rooms upstairs for overnight guests
who might not want to make the long trip back to
Omaha. Stab les and facilities for the caddies and
their equipment lined Maple Street.

residences, and are still in use today. The home at
2310 N. 56th was built for insurance executive Archibald Love around 1900. He sold it a few years later
and moved to West Pacific Street, where he operated
a farm as a hobby. He started the Loveland addition
there and gave it his name.
About 1901 the home at 2320 N. 56th was bu il t by a
Colonel Dickey, who named it " Aloha." He had been
stationed in Hawaii, and originally built it in an
Hawaiian style of architecture. In 1903 it was purchased as a summer home by Abraham Lincoln
Reed, a director of the U.S. National Bank and son of
real estate developer Byron Reed . About 1906- 1910,
it became the Reeds' permanent home and was
enlarged and remedied in a style known as
"Shingle. " Architect Frank Lloyd Wright was one of
the proponents of this style of architecture. After the
golf course was gone , Mr. Reed was remembered as
often walking along 56th Street swing ing a " 5-iron"
instead of a cane, and complaining about the houses
being built on his favorite golf course.
The home at 2606 N. 56th was built in 1900 by Ed·
ward H. Sprague of the Omaha Tire and Rubber Co. It
was appropriately called the " Hedge House"
because the property was completely surrounded by
a hedge. It is now owned by George and Jean Gates.
Interestingly enough , George Gates' father, George,
Sr., was at one time the Captain of the Fire Department at Benson Station, being transfered there just
after the annexation of 191 7.
Another of the summer homes still stands at 2610
N. 56th. It was built for attorney Francis Brogun.
A fifth large house on the west side of 56th Street,
in the 2200 block, was bui lt much earlier. Originally a
small frame house owned by the Alfred Smith family,
it was enlarged by investor and executive F.J. Farrington , and became known as " Villa Acres."

Courtesy Lois Sharpe
The clubhouse of the Omaha Country Club at 56th and Maple. Din·
ing, dancing and golfing were enjoyed here by Omaha's elite for
over a quarter of a century.

The first board of directors included Arthur Guiou,
W.J. Foye, E.H. Sprague, Dick Kimball, H.T. Lemist
and Victor B. Caldwell ; E.A. Cudahy, Sr. , was president.
Some club members built and maintained summer
homes on the west side of the golf course on the
street that was then known as Rosehill Ave., now
56th Street. It was named for the profusion of wi ld
roses that grew in the area.
Some of these summer homes became permanent
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Benson Historical Society flies
The "caddy shacks" of the Omaha Country Club, on Maple Street
near 56th. Note the streetcar tracks on Maple.

The annexation of Benson in 1917 into the City of
Omaha also involved a considerable amount of land
east of Benson , inc luding the Omaha Country Club.
Reportedly, the taxes on the property increased by
four times over what they had been when the Club
was in the county. The city was rapidly surrounding
what was formerly a peaceful country site . By 1922,
the president of the Country Club, Glen Wharton , announced that " Our present acreage is too valuable
for further holding as a golf and country club." The
Club was also looking at further tax assessments
with the proposed paving of 52nd Street. The initial
hope was that the City of Omaha would buy the property for a public golf course.
Negotiations were begun with several developers.
Initially the Woods Brothers Company of Lincoln
negotiated to buy it for $150,000. The plan was to
have a privately owned golf course available for
public use on a fee basis. If this were not profitable,
the alternative would be to subdivide it for residen tial property. However, they were not to be the final
developers of the property.
Encouraged by plans to build Benson High School
on the northeast corner of 52nd and Military,
Theodore Metcalfe purchased the 100 acres that
were south and west of that interection to develop
into residences. He reportedly paid $250,000 for the
land.

Some of the original plan s for this development
called for "larger than average lots" and "flowering
shrubs to be planted on all the parkways. " His announced original intention was to keep the clubhouse and to rent it out for meetings and parties. On
April 30th of 1925, a fire in the roof and upper floor of
the clubhouse did an estimated $20,000 damage. It
was repaired and reopened, but in the '30s the facility was finally torn down.
In 1927 the Omaha Country Club moved into new,
larger quarters 3 1/2 miles north of Benson just east
of 72nd Street. This land was originally the Arthur
Brandeis farm , called Olive Crest. The members of
the Country Club and the average resident of Benson

obviously did not travel in the same socio-economic
circles . But many a young man from Benson earned
his first pocket money by caddying on the golf
course. Many also caddied after the club moved, and
knew caddiemaster Kevin O'Conner, who took over
those duties in 1932. He developed an outstanding
program and was friend and advisor to many. Former
caddies established a scholarship in his honor in
1952, and financial support from club members has
helped to make this project unique in the golf world.

Courtes y Joseph and Pam Bataillon
Sketches of the earliest homes built in the County Club develop·
ment. The English style brick homes were in sharp contrast to the
more utilitarian frame structures in Benson.

Benson Historical Society files
View of the Country Club golf course from the clubhouse porch.
Photo probably from the 1920s.
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Early Day Professionals
One of the basic services that a community needs
is good medical care. Apparently there was at least
one doctor in the Benson area very early, to serve the
farmers and the townspeople.
Doctor Hiram F. McCoy Is noted as being the successor to John M. Sheely on the School Board in
1892; so it 's likely he practiced in the area for some
t ime prior to that date. He also established the first
drug store, called appropriately " The Yellow Front
Drug Store," at what is now 6113 Maple. He had his
office there, and, according to a 1907 advertisement,
offered drugs and patent medicines as well as his
professional services. In 1908 he sold the drug store
to pharmacist E.A. Searson and resigned as the official City Physician of Benson.

As early as 1903, Dr. W.H. Loechner had moved t o
Benson. He had graduated from the Omaha Med ical
College in 1901 , and had taken postgraduate work in
Europe for a year. He was the official physi cian for
the Benson Aerie of Eagles. His offices were originally on the second floor of the Howard Building (the
Bank of Benson), but after the construct ion of the
Post Block Bui lding on the northwest corne r of
Maple and Military in 1918, he moved to more
spacious quarters there. He was very active in the
community.
Dr. E.G. Holbrook moved his dental offices to Benson in 1907. He had graduated from Ann Arbor Dental College in 1874 and had previously practiced in
Los Angeles; North Platte, Nebraska; Calgary,
Canada; and Florence in North Omaha.
Dentist Dr. Rue Cass also began his practice in
Benson in 1907, soon after graduating from
Creighton Dental College . In an interview with him in
1957, he recounts the early days of dentistry when
the common anesthetic was nitrous oxide, or
"laughing gas," and the drill was operated by a foot
pump. There were no local anesthetics or high speed
drills, and trips to the dentist were usually onl y made
when necessity demanded.

PLATE WORK A SPEClALTY

DR. RUE H. CASS
Dentist

Benson His torical Society file s
The " Yellow·front" Drug store, at the Intersection of Maple and
Military. It was the office and store of Dr. H.F. McCoy at the turn of
the century.

Dr. McCoy was succeeded as City Physician by Dr.
D.D. Raber. Dr. Raber was the son of the first
publisher of the Benson Times, Lew Raber. The " City
Physician" of that day had varied duties, and functioned as sort of a one man " Board of Health." He
had power to quarantine any family with a contagious disease, and was responsible for seeing that
the premises were fumigated after the quarantine
was lifted. He also tested well water for contamination , and was generally responsible for all public
health concerns.
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Dr. Byron W. Hall also graduated from the Omaha
Medical college in 1901, a classmate of Dr. W.H .
Loechner. Dr. Hall first practiced in Bennington, and
moved to Benson in 1906. After he retired, tragedy
struck in 1953 when a hold-up man entered his home
on 58th Street, apparently looking for drugs. Dr. Hall
and his wife were both shot and killed. The housekeeper, Mrs. Minnie Peterson, escaped by hiding in
her room . The murderer, Nick Johnson, was caught
in North Platte driving Dr. Hall's car, but cont inued to
deny that he had been involved, even when identified
by Mrs. Peterson. He was committed to a mental
health facility.
A 1908 advertisement lists the services of Drs.
Dunn and Parsons, specializing in chronic diseases

and diseases of women, and located "two blocks
northwest from the end of the car line." Dr. Parsons
was also the official City Physician for a time.
Dr. J.M.F. Heumann set up practice in Benson in
1912, first locating his offices on the second floor of
the building which housed Peska's Cash Store, now
6117 Maple. He later shared offices across the
street , over what is presently Kraus' Benson Floral
Shop, with Dr. George Hennigan and dentist Dr.
James Maney. In those days, a visit to the doctor or
dentist invariably meant a long walk up a steep flight
of steps to his office, with none of the modern requirements for easy access to facilities for the handicapped that we have now. Small wonder that doctors of that day had to make house calls for patients
too ill to climb the stairs.
Dr. George Hennigan, associated with Dr.
Heumann, is remembered as a brilliant, but very
modest and self-effacing person. He has been
described by those who remember him as "a good
old country doctor, " who often delivered babies at
home, at no charge, when the parents were unable to
pay.
Dr. C.F. Hollenbeck came to Benson in 1918, and
at first shared offices with Dr. B.W. Hall. He was the
physician for several insurance companies.
Dr. Wilson H. Reed moved his practice from
Valley, Nebraska, to Benson in 1915. A testimony to
his dedicated service was published in the Valley
newspaper at the time of his leaving there. An advertisement in the Benson Times shortly after his arrival
here stated his office hours, including the notation
that 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. was set aside for the "needy
poor". He died of cancer in the 30's.

Courtesy Helen Murray
Dr. Floyd Murray, physician in Benson for nearly 50 years, and
builder of the Benson Medical Center.

The year 1921 brought Dr. Floyd J. Murray to Benson. In 1937 he constructed the Benson Medical
Center on the site of the former Benson Central
School , a half-block area on the northeast corner of
63rd and Maple. Also originally occupying the
building with him were Dr. R.G. Lewis, Dr. F.l. Rose,
and dentist Dr. H.C. Juu l. The Medical Center Building remained a busy and viable operation until the
late 1960s. It has since been purchased by the
Kremer Mortuary, and is used for storage and disp lay
space.

Courtesy Helen Murray
Benson Medical Center, built by Dr. Floyd Murray in 1937, located
on the site of the former Benson Central School, 63rd and Maple.

Dr. A.G. Sindelar began his dental practice in 1922,
and Dr. C.J. Gunther, D.D.S., moved to Benson in
1924.
Dentist Dr. James Maney set up his practice in
1927 and practiced well into the 1970s. He came
from a Benson family, his brother, Francis, being
associated for many years with the Kremer Funeral
Home, and their father having been the Tow n Marshal at an earlier day.
The 1930's, though a period of difficult economic
times, saw a number of professionals set up practice
in Benson. Dentist Dr. Edward McKenna came in
1930 to set up his practice in the Post Block building
at 6200 Maple.
Dr. H.H. Brinkman began as an osteopathic doctor
in 1931 , and then completed his formal medical
education. He practiced at 56th and Maple until the
1970's. Dr. Audrey Paulman is now practicing in his
former quarters.
Dentists Dr. J.R. McMahon and Dr. H.C. Jull came
in 1936, indicating that even though times were very
difficult economically, Benson was still a desirable
place to locate. Dr. McMahon opened his first office
on the second floor of the Howard Building (6105
Maple). After World War II he built his own bui lding
on the southwest corner of 63rd and Maple. He prac89

ticed until retirement in 1980.
Dr. C.C. Madsen began his practice in Benson during World War II. His first offices were in the
Masonic Temple building. He moved to one of the
spaces on the second floor of the 6104 Maple a few
years later.
Dr. Floyd Nelson was quoted as saying that the
only thing that allowed him to finish medical school
during the depression was the income he had from a
paper route. He set up practice in 1935 and remained
until the 1970s as one of the prom inent physicians in
the area. He was president of the Nebraska Chapter
of General Practice in 1956, and president of the
staff of Immanuel Hospital in 1965. His practice
developed into the present day Northwest Clinic,
located on 61 st Street, just south of Maple. Present
physicians at the clinic are Drs. Henry Quiring , David
Glover, Kathleen Bliese and Steven Weyhrich .
Catering to the farm trade, it is obvious that
Veterinarians would also establish themselves in the
area. The earliest known "vet" was Dr. A.M. Kuhl ,
who came to Benson in 1917 and cared for
everything from the farmer's livestock to the
neighborhood cats and dogs.
At the far end of life's necessities were the undertakers, serving that ultimate need. In the early times,
the position of undertaker was usually served by the
man who also owned the furniture store, caskets being constructed of the same basic materials as
tables or bedroom sets.
I.C. McPherson, "Furniture and Undertakers," was
the first of that profession in Benson on record. He
was located in one half of the street floor of the
I.O.O.F. Hall on the southeast corner of 61 st and
Maple. In 1909 the business was sold to Fred
Sullivan , and in 1913 to G.H . Tuttle. Mr. Tuttle moved
the funeral home to the northeast corner of 60th and
Maple Streets, and sold it to H.H. Kramer in 1920.
This Kramer was not related to the Kremer funeral
home of today.
In 1922 a very large home on 55th and Military,
which was originally built for the Z.T. Lindsay family,
was converted into the Benson Funeral Home. By
1937, it had been remodeled and renamed the Wm. J.
Claire Mortuary. No longer a mortuary, the building
was later moved down the hill north on 56th Street.
In 1932, Benson Methodist Church (now St. Paul's)
began its new sanctuary at 54th and Corby, and no
longer needed the rather unique structure that it had
occupied on the northwest corner of 63rd and Maple.
Shortly thereafter, Fred Kremer converted the
building into a mortuary, replacing the front doors
with stained glass windows and removing the outside stairs. Mr. Kremer was very active in Benson affairs during the remainder of his years.
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Courtesy Steiger Family
Gathered for a formal group portrait In the late 1890s in the
second·floor meeting room of the James Howard general store,
61st and Maple. Among other groups, the International Order of
Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of America met here.

Courtesy of Steiger Family
Bensonltes enjoyed getting together· In one of the large homes In
the area.

Courtesy Steiger Family
Meeting of the Ancient Order of United Workman, in 1910 at the
Odd Fellows Hall.

Organizations
Benson residents seem to enjoy each other's company, as numerous organizations have existed
throughout the years - some fraternal , some for
civic improvement and some just for the fun of getting together with others who share common interests.
Glancing at the front pages of early newspapers
gives an idea of the many activities available for the
first residents. The Halcyon Whist club was meeting
for an evening of cards; the Illinois Natives were
meeting to share memories of their home state; and
the Aufweiderschen Club members were apparently
meeting to celebrate their German heritage.
A just-for-fun group was the Merry Widow Hat
Club, made up of Benson men protesting against the
large "merry widow hats" that women wore. The
club members went to every baseball game wearing
huge hats.
Doubtless there were many more organizations
than those which are featured here. Among other
organizations which have been noted in the
newspapers, but about which no further information
has been found to date, are: Modern Order of
Woodmen, Independent Order of Vikings, Spanish
American War Veterans , Women's Christian
Temperance Union and the Carnation Club.

Fraternal

It is remembered that, during the depression of
the 1930s, many lodge members who worked in construction were unemployed. The lodge building ,
known as the I.O.O.F. Hall, had been constructed
without a basement. To provide employment for the
members, the building was jac ked up, the basement
dug out by hand, and a brick foundation constructed.
Affiliated with the lodge are Belle Rebekah No.
303, Excelsior Encam pment No. 103, Theta Rho Girls
Club No. 10, and the Lad ies Au xi liary to Encampment No. 1.

.
Courtesy Steiger family
Meetmg of the Odd Fellows in the upstairs room of the Wulff
Store, prior to 1904.

Odd Fellows

Woodmen of the World

The Benson Lodge #221, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, was the first known fraternal society
organized in Benson. It began on Dec. 6, 1894, with
eleven charter members: Chris Steiger, James A.
Howard, Ed E. Hoffman, H.P. Hensen , Niels Niel sen,
O.F. James, John A. Johnson, W.C. Mulford, H.M.
McGin ness, George Snell and Charles J. Johnso n.
Another notable, active in the lodge until the time of
hi s death, was Erastus A. Benson. Although not
listed as a charter member, William Huntzinger was
also an early Benson resident and one of the
"earliest Odd Fellows ".
The first lodge hall was on the second floor of the
store building on the southwest corner of what is
now 61st and Maple, which James Howard built and
occupied as a general store. This site was later the
Wulff Bros. General Store.
Ten years later, the lodge purchased the property
across the street on the southeast corner of the intersection and, in the fall of 1904, began construction of the building which still stands. It has served
as the meeting place for numerous c ivic and
religious groups in Benson throughout the years.

Camp No. 288, Woodmen of the World, was
organized in Benson on Feb. 11 , 1909. It was a fraternal organization, but it also provided life insurance
for its members.
Charters members were Dr. W.H. Loechner, W.H.
Justin, J.W. Arndt, A.K. Backora, C.W. Dutcher, M.
Hennegan, J.E. Mo rton , Richard Morton, Ben S.
Phelps, Charl es H. Sprague, E.H. Tindell and Guss
Wulff .

Moose Lodge
A Moose Lodg e was organized in July 1914 with
about fifty members. Officers were Andrew McCormick, E.J. McArdl e, Emil Holub, George Hill, Charles
Spain, Roy Ebner, E. Jacobberger, and J.D. McCray.
Apparently the members were sometimes a little
playful, as a newspaper article recalls that one of the
officers, E.J . McArdle, received a suprise visit from a
goat that was used as part of the in it iation ceremonies. The animal was delivered to his house in the
wee hours of the morning. The animal became well
traveled, as member after member received it as a
surprise nocturnal visitor.
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Here, and on the following page, Is a reproduction of a 6 " by 32 " photo of the Benson Eagles. The dimensions of the original picture
made It necessary to divide it into two sections.

Eagles
Benson Aerie #1202, Federation of Eagles, was
organized Sept. 1, 1908, at a meeting held in the Odd
Fellows hall. There were eighty-four charter
members. Peter Gravert was the prime promoter of
organizing this group in Benson.
In four years the membership increased to about
300, and the group had the reputation for being one
of the liveliest organizations of its kind in the area besides being the first Eagles group in the state to
build its own building. The "Eagles Auditorium," at
what is now 6205 Maple St., opened in October of
1908 with a week-long celebration and fair.
The first officers were Peter Gravert, Chris Lyck,
Charles Tracy, Charles Zanner, Charles Johnson,
J .B. Jondra, R.W. Larsen , George Renze, and Charles
Kellar.

Courtesy Ernest Tindell collection
The Benson Eagles Hall, south side of Maple between 62nd and
63rd, before It burned in 1911. Building to the left was originally
the Benson Hotel.
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The Eagles also had a ballpark just east of Krug
Park, where Benson High School would be situated.
They boasted some of the best amateur ball players
in the area.
A little over three years later, on Jan. 18, 1911 , the
entire block containing the Eagles Hall was
destroyed in a spectacular fire. The property was
later sold to Bernard Post, who erected the present
building .

Royal Neighbors
Royal Neighbors of America organized in Benson
on Sept. 17, 1912, with twenty-five charter members.
Offi cers were Mrs. C.C. Willi ams, Mrs. P. Christiansen, Mrs. J.B. Huber, Mrs. M.V. Zellars, Miss Carrie Gavin, Mrs. Yarton, Mrs. Frost, R.E. Bosworth,
Mrs. Yates, M. Kaiser and Miss Peterso n. Dr. Parsons
was the official physician.

~I

Courtesy David Henry
A ceremony of the Royal Neighbors of America. The meeting
place was in the Odd Fellows Hall.

Courtesy Francis Maney Estate
The opening of the Eagles' Hall, October 1908, on the south side of Maple just west of 62nd Street.

Danish Brotherhood and Sisterhood
The " Danske Brodersanfund " and the Danish
Sisterhood were organized early in 1914. They drew
their membership from a large base of Benson
residents who were of Scandinavian origin.
First Brotherhood officers were: Chris
Christensen, Peter Petersen , Hans Knudsen, Carl
Madsen, Fritz Christensen , AI Christofferson, Carl
Bonde, Chris Lyck, John Sorensen and Ed Sorensen.
First Sisterhood officers were Mrs. Eleanor Peterson , Maren K. Sorensen, Anna Knudsen, Olive
Christensen, Caroline Holm, Mrs. Jorgensen, Marie
Pedersen, Elizabeth Jacobsen, Mrs. Swendsen, Mrs.
Minni e Andersen and Mrs. Maren Hansen.

Masonic Lodge
On November 28, 1914, a group of men met at the
I.O.O.F. Hall to form the John J. Mercer Masonic
Lodge. Doctor Sherman A. Pinto was the first master
of the lodge. With only a handful of members when it
was chartered on June 8, 1915, it grew steadily during the next ten years until the Lodge needed a
building of its own to house its three hundred
members. Thus, in October, 1925, land was purchased from Doctor C. Hollenbeck at 59th and
Military.
Groundbreaking took place the following April ,
and the cornerstone was laid in a ceremony on May
8, 1926. An estimated 700 people turned out that
Saturday afternoon to witness the event. There were
representatives from all Masonic Lodges in the City,
as well as from many other organizations. Bes ides
the many dignitaries who made speeches, the combined choirs of the Benson Methodist and
Presbyterian churches provided music.

At its completion (at a cost of approximately
$50,000), the building was said to be one of the most
beautiful and finely equipped Masonic Lodge
buildings in the state. The method of financing was
declared unique in the history of Masonic Temples
in Nebraska. The building fund came primarily from
selling bonds (with denominations ranging from one
hundred dollars to several thousand dollars) to the
members. The building was also purposely designed
with store and office rental space, on the ground
level, to clear any remaining debt.
On October 8, 1925, the Lodge celebrated the completion of the Masonic Temple by holding a gala
open house. Thirty-two hundred tickets were sold at
a dollar each, the proceeds going to the building
fund. Between 1,500 and 2,000 Masons, their wives
and friends danced to the music of Herb Feierman
and were entertained by banjo players, singers,
monologists and other entertainers.
The temple rapidly became used for more than
Masonic activities. Congregations temporarily
without a church building held services in it. Civic
and church groups held affairs in it when they required a large amount of space. St. Bernard 's Parish
held dinners in the building soon after it was
opened. The Benson American Legion hosted a convention of the Eight District American Legion Posts
in 1937. The Lodge itself has held dinners and events
open to the public.
The current Worshipful Master of the John J.
Master Lodge 290 is V. Kaye Ramsey. At present, the
membership is approximately 1,000. Other Masonic
groups associated with this Lodge are: the Narcissus Chapter 269 of the Order of the Eastern Star,
Chapter 1 of the Royal Arch Masons, and the Diana
Assembly Number 2 of the Order of Rainbow for
Girls.
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Civic
Benson Women's Club
In 1909, a group of women formed a c lub for sewing and socializing. A year later, they decided to
become involved in more serious activity, and the
Benson Women's Club was formed on Jan. 20, 1910.
There were twenty-nine charter members; the officers were Mrs. Charles Tracy, Mrs. Ben Morton and
Mrs. E.A. Mason. The outstanding social event of
that year was the opening of the new high school ,
Benson West, and the club members served as
hostesses for the dedication.
The project for 191 3 was to establish a branch
library in Benson. They continued their interest in a
library and were instrumental in promoting the construction of the present library in 1941.
In 1917 they worked for better streetcar service; in
1926 they gave the community a playground, which
has become known as Grace Young Park at 65th and
Bedford . Grace Young was the daughter of Mrs. F.E.
Young, an honorary member of the club, who worked
tirelessly for civic improvements. The club members
were also influential in the establishment of a Baby
Clinic and Minerva Cottage (later Pinecrest Hall), a
home for girls.
Their steadfast purpose has been to give finan cial
aid to worthy causes and to give moral support to
any and all improvements in the community.

Benson Lions Club
The Lions Club was short-lived but significant
civic organization in Benson . The group began its activities In May, 1947, with 32 members, most of
whom were prominent in the community. It had the
reputation of being the most active Lion s Club in the
state, and deserves special mention because it was
responsible for starting the Eye Bank in Nebraska. It
also developed the playground on the northeast corner of 66th and Biondo streets, which had been a
long-desired improvement for the community. The
Benson Lions Club has sin ce dissolved , and its
members have joined the Millard Lions Club.

Benson Garden Club
The Benson Garden Club promotes the beauty of
the community with the well -tended gardens of its
members. Seven gardeners m et at the Benson Community Building in May, 1934, to form this group. Early officers were Mrs. Earl B. Jones, Mrs. Fred
Grouseman and Mrs. J.G. Abbott. The club joined
the Omaha Council of Garden Clubs in 1939. At one
time, the members held two flower shows every year.
Th ey have participated in beautification projects not
only in Benson, but throughout the city.
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American Legion
On January 14, 1927, eight years after the
American Leg ion was formed in Pari s in 1919, a
group of ex-servicemen met to organize an American
Legion Post in Ben son. From this meeting came a
resolution to apply to the state department of the
Legion for a c harter. The application was rejected
because the state department had set a policy
limiting the number of chartered posts in Omaha so
long as Omaha Post #1 maintained a membership of
2,500. For many years, it was the largest post in the
world . Unable to receive a charter, some of the Benson group met on Marc h 15, 1927 to organize an ExServicemen 's Club of Benson. This existed briefly,
the last record of a meeting being on May 13, 1927.
In 1930 another group again tried to organize. They
appointed Harvey Smith and C.W. Dutcher to attend
the state Legion convention that year. At the convention their request for a charter was again turned
down. Officials suggested that the Bensonites form
a divisional post. After one more futile attempt , the
ex-servicemen reluctantly established a divisional
post in 1931 with Dr. C.J . Gunther as commander.
In the ensuing years, the group worked diligently
to increase its membership, hopi ng that it would
sway the state department to grant the charter.
Finally, in August 1934, at a state department convention in Grand Island, delegates Leonard Hamms
(the com mander), Ivan Campbell , Frank Sanderholm
and Eugene Walker were able to convince offi cials
that Benson should be allowed a charter. In a form al
ceremony, Benso n Post #112 received its charter on
June 26, 1935. Frank Sanderholm was the first commander of the post.
During the first months of its existence, the
Legion met at various places . Regular monthly
meetings were held at the Community Center. Other
functions s uch as dan ces, card parties, dinners and
regional convention meetings were held at the
I.O.O.F. Hall, th e Masonic Temple and the Community Pavilion at what was then called Benso n Park (now
Grace Young Playground.) At one time, Legion
members planned to make the pavilion the permanent home of the Post. Altho ugh they worked to
renovate it and planted t rees on the grounds, their
occupancy was shortlived. On June 11 , 1936, the
Legio naires met at the Community Center to parade
t o their new Post home in what had been the old
Ben son waterworks building at 61st and Lake
Streets .
In the late 1930s, they sponsored carnivals lasting
for several days. As the event grew larg er each year,
they used space at Binney Street and Military
Avenues to set up a full-fledged carnival.
The Legion also staged the wrestling matc hes at
Krug Park. In July, 1937, Jack Dempsey, a former
world heavyweight champion , refereed the main

bout at one of those affairs. While in Benson , Dempsey was invited to stop at Louis' Market, where Louis
Paperny presented him with a bottle of champagne.
November, 1937, marked the beg inning of a traditio n that has been carried on for fifty years - the
first Armistice Day banquet held on Nov. 11 . In recent years, the Benson Post's celebration of
Veteran 's Day with a dinner is unique among local
veteran 's groups. An outstanding student from each
of the area high schools is honored and awarded a
savings bond at the dinner. Also honored each year
for community service is an outstanding "Citizen of
the Year." In previous years this award has gone to
such local notables as Mary McNamara, principal of
Benson High School ; Father George M. Kempker of
Pius X Church ; Chip Bowley, promoter of amateur
baseball ; and Msgr. Jeremiah C. Buckley of St. Bernard's Church .
With the return of servicemen from World War II,
the Post enjoyed renewed vigor for a time. In 1946,
Post #112 opened a club, complete with restaurant
and bar, along Saddle Creek Road . Slot machines
were the drawing card, and when those were outlawed within a few years, the club proved unprofitable and closed.
To Benson Legionaires, their slogan , " The World's
Friendliest Post " , has always signified more than
mere sociableness. From the beginning, members
have been committed to service programs with emphasis on helping veterans, working with children
and youth, and promoting patriotism. Over the years,
members have volunteered countless hours in serving patients at Veterans Hospital and other veteran's
facilites. They have sponsored Boy Scout troops,
supported Benson 's American Legion junior baseball teams, sent boys to Boys State government program, and sponsored a law cadet.
They participate in Memorial Day and Veterans'
Day services, Loyalty Day parades, and any occasion
that will foster Americanism . For years, as bell·
ringers for the Salvation Army Christmas Tree of
Lights project, they have earned a first place award
for their outstanding fundraising. As another example of the diversity of their community service, the
Post home has always been available for the use of
community non-profit organizations such as the
Benson Community Council and the Benson
Historical Society.
The Auxiliary supports and complements all
Legion programs and activit ies as well as carrying
on programs of its own. In its early existence, the
membership provided food, clothing, fuel and
medical necessities for needy families of veterans.
The Auxiliary has sponsored a girl for the Girls State
program in Lincoln, and at one time, contributed to a
nursing scholarship.
Members have donated many hours of volunteer

work at the Veterans Hospital. One of the major Auxiliary projects has been participation in the annual
Poppy Day sale. Members have worked side by side
with Legionaires in putting on fund-raising events
and in renovation projects on both Legion buildings.
The philosophy of the founding members· to be of
service to veterans and to the community · has been
carried on throughout the years.

The new home of the Benson American legion, Post #112.

After 51 years at 61 stand Lake Streets, the Legion
decided In 1987 to relocated the Post home to 6125
Maple Street. A dedication ceremony took place on
August 13, 1987. Always in the mainstream of Benson community affairs, the American Legion is now
on the main street of Benson.

Veterans of Foreign Wars
The national organization of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars was founded in Denver, Colorado, in
1899. A group of Spanish-American War veterans
formed it for veterans who had served overseas.
Benson Post #2503, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
was organized in April 1932 with a charter membership of 53. In the early years, there was considerable
competition with the post at Scottsbluff to see
which was the largest and most active post in the
state. In 1937 Post #2503 and its Auxiliary were both
the largest.
Also in 1937 the Post sponsored Sons of Veterans
and Daughters of Veterans groups and a Drum
Corps.
The Benson V.F.W. and the Benson American
Legion hold joint Memorial Day services at Mt. Hope
Cemetery.
In 1932, meetings were held in the Benson Fire
Hall (now the Community Center). Later the
meetings were held in the Odd Fellows Hall. A permanent home was acquired In 1962 when the Post
purchased an old church building and adjoining land
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The new home of Post #2503, Veterans of Foreign Wars.

. at 89th and Military. In 1986 a new building was completed, and additions are underway. The post is
proud of its large, lighted parking space.
A striking feature on the post's property is an
authentic fighter plane, mounted on poles,
simulating a plane in flight. The plane, acquired in
1971, is a decommissioned United States Air Force
F-84-F, which saw service in Korea and with the
Massachusetts Air National Guard.

The Korean-war vintage fighter plane, proud landmark on the property of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post #2503.

The post participates in numerous parades each
year, and sponsors the Loyalty Day Parade each
spring in Benson. This parade attracts numerous
local dignitaries and many spectators.
Numerous service projects are carried out each
year by the post. It gives flags and flag poles to rest
homes and scout troops. It sponsors a Girl Scout
troop at Hartman School and has helped St. Paul's
Lutheran School with the purchase of library books.
It sends two children to summer camp through the
Y.M.C.A. It sponsors Voice of Democracy tapes with
three participating high schools. It presents achievement awards to R.O.T.C. students at Benson and
Northwest high schools.
Athletic sponsorships include a Viet Nam men's
softball team and a ladies softball team.
The purpose of the organization is to show appreciation for the veterans by helping them in any
need they might have. Money for relief of needy
veterans is raised by the annual "Poppy Day" appeal.
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The Auxiliary is active in giving Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets to the needy, and has prepared
Christmas dinner for people who are i"ll. Members
make hospital visits , take the elderly to the store and
run errands for them, and take them to the polls on
election days.
Members also visit the Veterans' Hospital to play
bingo with the patients and serve them treats. They
also provide coffee and doughnuts on Sunday morn·
ing, along with escort service to church services, for
patients at both the V.A. Hospital and Thomas Fitzgerald Vete rans' Home.
The Auxi liary was named for Zeta Anderson, a past
president. The oldest active member is Goldie
Maach, with over 50 years of service to veterans.

Benson Commercial Club
The Benson Commercial Club was born from the
success of a promotional event. The chautauqua of
1908 was the result of the hard work and cooperation
of a committee of business and professional people.
Fresh from the success of this endeavor, a meeting
of Benson businessmen was held to see if there was
a desire for a commercial club that would be
separate from all the other organizations in the town.
Twenty-two business and professional men joined
at the first meeting. Their names are as familiar as
the signs that were on the fronts of their businesses:
M.J. Chalupsky, H.G. Grove, Dr. B.W. Hall, E.E. Hoffman, James Howard, B.F. Kistler, H. Lancaster, I.L.
McPherson, James Maney, Joseph McGuire, Ben
Morton, E.A. Searson , Charles Sprague, W.O. Talbot,
R.B. Carter, Henry Baker, A.C. Thomas, Ward Walsh ,
C.C. Williams, Gus Wulff and Herman Wulff.

Courtesy Harriet Knudson Weaver
Name tag worn by Harry Knudson at the meetings of the Benson
Commercial Club In the late 1920s.
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Pennit No. 317
Omaha, Nebr.

Farm and Merchants
Sponsored By Benson Commercial Club
/

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
October 21, 22, 23, 24
Post Building, 62nd and Maple Streets

CORN--MERCHANDISE-- EGGS
ALL PRIZES ARE IN CASH
Doors Open 6 o'clock Till Midnite. Saturday Afternoon and Evening
Bring in Your Prize Corn. All Exhibits Must Be in Wednesday Noon.
JUDGING, Thursday, October 22nd.

PRIZES FOR EXHIBITS
SAMPLE OF 10 EARS MUST BE EXHIBITED TO COMPETE
FOR PRIZES-CORN TO BE RETURNED TO EXHIBITOR
Large Yellow Dent Over 9 lnches...... $4, $3, $2, $1
Large White Dent Over 9 lnches........ $4, $3, $2, $1
White Eggs- Fifteen Eggs to ExhibitCattle Corn .......................................... $4, $3, $2, $1
F irst ................................................... ... $4, $2, $1
Blair White..........................................$4, $3, $2, $1
Brown Eggs- Fifteen Eggs to ExhibitNinety Day Variety Corn ....................$4, $3, $2, $1
Single Ear, Any Variety ..... ........... $4, $3, $2, $1
First . .. .. .. . .. .
$4, $2, $1

EGGS

Special Entertainm.ent Every Evening
WEDNESDAY- OCTOBER 21st
Spelling Contest- Entries From 25 Schoola
Prizes, $10, $5, $3--$1 to Each Contestant
Better Window Night

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24th
Afternoon-Kiddy Parade at 3:30
Meet at Masonic Temple
12 prizea and ail< cla u ea aa
followa :

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22nd
Prize• Awarded for Beat Exhibits. Old Time Night
Firat, $10.00; Second, $5.00; Third, $3.00
Special Muaic

B eat d eco r ated tricycle or

akooter :
Firat Prize $2.
Second prize, $1.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23rd
Ladies' Night- Auctioning Bake Gooda
From Local Churches
HIGH SCHOOL BAND
BOY SCOUT EXHIBITION

Beat auto or k iddie carr
Firat Prize $2.
Sec:ond prize, $1.
Beat dreaaed clown:
Firat P rize $2.
Second prize, $1 .

Clevereat wagon:
Firat Prize $2.
Second p rize, $1.
Beat corn and vel'e ta b lo

wagon. Ru ra l children:
Firat Prize $2.
Second prize, $1.
Beat decorated bic:ycle child
under 12 yeara:
Firat Prize $2.
Second prize, $1.
Saturday nisht ia a aurpriae
nite. Special muNc a nd e nter•
tainment

Come-- EVERYTH'ING FREE --Come
~q

Throughout the years, the club has continued to
sponsor activities which promote business. There
have been dollar days, corn shows, street dances,
picnics, contests, sidewalk sales, art fairs and- in
cooperation with the Community Council and the
Historical Society- the Centennial Celebration activit ies of 1987.
Community improvements have also been a high
priority with the club. Shortly after the formation of
the group, a meeting was held to discuss municipal
improvements. The street resurfacing project of
1923 was the result of the club's efforts. Another
successful project was establishing the "White
Way" - the installation of new street lights from 52nd
to 66th Streets on Maple, and along Military to Wirt
Street.
Individual club members have worked with the city
in recent years to form the Benson Improvement
District, which was responsible for the trees, flowers
and park benches which were installed following the
reconstruction of Maple Street in 1977. They have
also worked to form Benson, Inc., a non-profit group
that uses government funding to rehabilitate
deteriorated residential property.

communicating Benson' s needs to government officials, it incorporated in March, 1979, with Ed Bolas
as the first president. Hazel Livingston is the c urrent
president.
" Enliven Benson for Tomorrow, Today," the Council's motto, is symbolized by the green flags with the
forward and backward " B" that greet visitors in the
Benson business district. The flag itself was the product of a contest jointly sponsored by the Benson
Commun ity Council and the Benson Commercial
Club, and was first displayed Sept. 26, 1981 .
Activities of the Council have included chatauqua
festivals in 1979 and 1980, and various cleanup and
beautification projects, including cleaning the
library parking lot, maintaining flower baskets in the
business district, and watering new trees in
Gallagher Park. In 1987, the group was instrumental
in the restoration and reactivation of the fountain in
Gallagher Park.
The Council served as a community liaison with
the Omaha Planning Department in dispersing Com munity Block Grant low interest remodeling loans. It
has aided Benson, Inc., in several projects of buying ,
renovating and re-selling deteriorated residences in
the Benson area.

Benson Community Council
" Nothing succeeds as well as united efforts."
-The Benson Times, March 13, 1914
The above quot~ expresses a philosophy traditional to Benson residents. Improvement clubs
formed for the betterment of the community have
been a part of Benson history since the turn of the
century. Between 1910 and 1920, there were five
such clubs in existence at one time. Three of the
most active ones were the West End, Rose Hill and
Northside. They worked for more fire and police protection, street and sidewalk improvements, more
public lighting and better streetcar service. At one
time or other, they campaigned for a park, a library, a
bandstand and new school buildings.
The Northside Improvement Club, in 1914,
demonstrated the effect that a community group can
have on government officials. Residents had tried for
several years to have Hontz Street (now Evans Street)
opened from what is now 60th Street to 63rd Street.
Because of the condition of the streets, they had to
travel all the way to Maple Street in order to go either
east or west. In only a few months, the Northside
Club was able to exert enough influence to persuade
the county to open the road.
The concept of neighborhood organizations to
provide support for community concerns has been
revived in recent years. The Benson Community
Council is the result of that renewed interest.
The Council evolved early in 1977 out of an ail-day
Town Hall meeting held at St. Bernard 's Church.
Designed as an umbrella organization capable of
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The Benson Community Council Installing hanging flower
baskets as part of the Benson Beautification Project in 1979.
Rosemary Parenteau, Sara Alnscow and Mary Bolas supervise
from the tailgate. John Sommers is on the ladder.

Benson Historical Society
In 1977, Sara Ainscow (familiar to many as Sally
Traub) brought together a group of people interested
in discovering and preserving the history of Benson.
From these gatherings, the Benson Historical Society was formed in October 1977. Election of officers
was held at a general meet ing in January 1978. Sara
Ainscow became the charter president.
The Histori cal Society has been involved in collecting and preserving photographs, artifacts and
written accounts that pertain to the Benson area. On
special occasions, such as the Chautauqua festival s
and the Centennial ce lebration, members of the

Society have set up displays of the collection, along
with material on loan.
In 1979 and 1980, the Benson Historical Society
was host at two of the historical homes in Ben son - the A.L. Reed home at 2320 North 56th Street
and the Charles Creighton home at 2904 North 59th
Street - as part of the Landmarks, Inc., historical
home tour.
In 1980, the Society conducted a historical photo
identification contest in cooperation with Benson
merchants. The purpose was to raise people's consciousness about the history and tradition of the
community . Photos were published in the
neighborhood newspaper, The Benson Sun, and people submitted their entries at participating
businesses that provided prizes.

As an ongoing project, the Historical Society furnishes photographs and historical information to
businesses, churches and organizations for special
purposes.
General meetings were held bi-monthly to provide
a forum to discuss the history of Benson , and to provide programs of historical nature about other local
areas . An annual field trip affords the opportunity to
visit historic sites within a 100 mile radius of Benson .
Members of the society have taken an active part
in the celebration of the Benson Centennial
throughout 1987. Representatives have been on the
Centennial Celebration Committee and on the
Centennial book committee.
The current president is Darlene Jensen.

Courtesy Olive (England) Bock
Cartoon from the Omaha Bee News carlcaturlzlng the local
notables of Benson In the 1920s.
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Institutions
St. James' Orphanage
St. James' Orphanage was the first home establised in Nebraska for the care of dependent,
neglected or orphaned children. The story is told
that it was begun almost by accident in 1870, when a
recently widowed father came to the Sisters of Mercy Convent at 24th and St. Mary's Avenue and asked
them to care for his two children. More children
came, and soon an additional building had to be built
on the convent grounds. Later, temporary moves
were to South 13th Street, and then to 15th and
Castelar.
In 1890 the Sisters moved to 11 acres of land in
Benson , north of what is now 60th Street and the
Radial Highway, which Erastus Benson donated. The
first permanent building was erected that same year;
it remained in use until the present buildings were
constructed in the 1930s.
In 1900, there were 87 children plus 16 staff
members at the orphanage for a total population of
103. In contrast, the population of the corporate
village of Benson was 407.
The Diocese of Omaha, in 1893, had assumed all
obligations and became fully responsible for financing the operation. The Sisters of Mercy remained as
the operating staff. In 1927 a nursery was comp leted,
as was a central heating plant and laundry. Four
years later, the campus grew with the construction
of St. Joseph's Hall for boys, St. Mary's Hall for girls
and Nazareth Hall for the convent, chapel and dining
room.
The original policy of St. James' was to accept any
child from Nebraska or a neighboring state. As more
facilities became available in the area, the requirements for admission were limited to Catholic
children from birth to age 12 who were residents of

the 23 counties which comprised the Archd iocese of
Omaha.
Originally, St. James' placed children in foster or
adoptive homes, but eventual ly this work was taken
over by the Catholic Board of Chi ld Welfare, and then
by Catholic Charities. The maximum capacity of 194
chi ldren was reached in 1949, but then steadily
declined with changes in the community's needs
and methods of caring for dependent children. After
World War II, a greater proport ion of the children
who were cared for needed special attention for
educational or emotional problems.
During its century of service, St. James' Orphanage was home to more than 9,000 children.
Methods of caring for needy children changed, and
the orphanage was phased out in 1970. Succeeding
it was a day-care program that operated for nearly 10
years.
Various ideas for the use of the orphanage property were considered. Influenced by studies that indicated that Omaha lacked apartment housing for
low and moderate income famil ies, a plan was
developed to construct such a facil ity on a low-lying
piece of land just south of the orphanage complex.
Thirty 2-bedroom and thirty 3-bedroom units were
planned in a cluster of 2 V2 -story apartment
buildings . The project, St. James' Manor, met considerable opposition from ne ighbo rs who wanted to
maintain the single-family residence character of the
neighborhood. Because the land was already zoned
properly to permit this use, the project proceeded
without having to go before the Omaha City Council.
The develop ing board promised the neighbors that
the apartments would be designed for moderateincome fam i lies, that adequate parking would be
provided and that the project would be properly
maintained.
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1912 Telephone Directory
St. James' Orphanage, as the original building looked in the early
1900s.

100

St. James' orphanage · now being renovated to house social service programs for the entire archdiocese.

St. Mary's hall, part of the St. James' orphanage complex.

St. Joseph's hall, part of the St. James' orphanage complex.

Nazareth Hall · the main building of St. James' Orphanage, built in
1931. 1987 photo.

In 1979 plans were underway to tear down the
original St. James' Orphanage buildings when Archbishop Sheehan asked that the Un ited Catholic
Social Services consider what worthwhile use could
be made of the property. The campus is now known
as the St. James Family Center. A multimillion dollar
plan is underway to repair the exteriors and renovate
the interiors of the buildings.
Programs presently using the facility are: The
Christus House for teenagers with alcohol and drug
problems, The Fischer House for abused and
neglected children with emotional and behavorial
problems, Outpatient Chemical Dependency Services, and UCSS Food Services. Other programs involved are the Department of Education, Pastoral
Development, Family Life, Religiou s Consultation,
Friendship Program , Religious Education, Parish
Resources, Youth Ministry and Archdiocesan Media
Center.

Hattie B. Munroe Home
This home for crippled children began in 1919 with
a meeting of a group of Omaha doctors interested in
orthopedic care and a group of women who were involved in charitable work. From this meeting came
the " Soci ety for the Relief of the Disabled" with the
ambitious goal of making specialized care available
to all disabled and crippled people in Omaha.
The Visiting Nurse Assoc iation served to coordinate weekly clinics with volunteer doctors and a
volunteer motor pool to furnish the transportation.
Th e problem arose of providing adequate care for the
children during their convalescence after surgery. A
first step was taken in 1922 when the society
operated a summer camp in Benson for 24 crippled
ch ildren. Most of these children from families who
could not afford such luxury.

At the close of the camp, Mr. John A. Munroe, a
Union Pacific vice-president, and Miss Clara E.
Elder, a sister of the late Mrs. Munroe, bought a large
house in Benson for a permanent quarters for the
children.
For many years, the Munroes and Miss Elder had
been interested in helping to rehabilitate crippled
c hildren. Mrs. Munroe herself had been an invalid for
many years before her death in 1921 . This facility
seemed a fitting memorial to her.
The home that was purchased was a 10-room brick
house at 2824 N. 66th Ave., formerly the home of
Mrs. Sabinna Moore. The house sat on two acres of
land.
"Infantile paralysi s," now called poliomyeliti s,
was one of the major diseases afflicting the young
patients. Since the development a generation ago of
a vaccine to prevent polio, most people today have
forgotten the apprehension which held the community in its grip each summer as healthy
youngsters were suddenly stricken. Some died,
some spent long periods of time in " iron lungs" and
then the rest of their lives in braces or wheel chairs.
Many of the festivities of the pl anned 1937 Benson
" Fifty-Year" celebration were cancelled because of
the intensity of the epidemic that year.
Other problems of the children at the home were
such things as tuberculosis of the bone, birth
defects, severe orthopedic injuries, rheumatic fever
and cerebral palsy.
Dr. Robert Schrock was one of the earliest physicians to donate his services to the children at the
home. Dr. Michael Crofoot, who served as medical
director, also gave countless hours, day and night,
for over 25 years. Another familiar name associated
for years with " Hattie B." was that of Dr. J.P. Lord,
whose name would be attached to a school for
children with severe problems.
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Maplecrest Extended Care facility at 66th Ave. and Maple. Con·
dominium self-care apartments to the left are the most recent ad·
dition. 1987 photo.
Omaha World-Herald files
Plaque dedicating the Hattie B. Munroe Home· 1926.
Omaha World-Herald files, Bostwi ck photo
Residents of the Hattie B. Munroe Home outside a playhouse that
had been built for them.

The original dwelling was remodeled in 1923, and
a wing was built to the south. Later a wing was
added on the north and a sun porch was built on the
west. In 1932, the large home of H.F. Chenoweth ,
just to the south of the original property, was added
to the facility. The patient population reached a
record high of 52 in the summer of 1952, during a particularly violent epidemic of polio.
The home had been founded when tender loving
care was sometimes the best treatment available.
With the advance of medical knowledge and techniques, it was important to be closer to a variety of
medical services. In 1956 the home began plans to
move to the campus of the University of Nebraska
Medical Center. Locating there with the J.P. Lord
School and the Meyer Rehabilitation Center produced a medical complex for the young.
The facilities in Benson , however, were not to
stand idle. The Northwest Baptist Home Society purchased the property for a home for the elderly, now
known as Maplecrest.

Maplecrest
The large brick structure on the south side of
Maple Street west of 66th Avenue that stretches for a
block in each direction, is relatively new in the Benson community. Maplecrest, previously known as
the Baptist Home, began in 1948 in a large home
south of Dodge on Thirty-first Street. That house had
belonged to Dr. and Mrs. August Jonas, and was
referred to as the Jonas Baptist Home for the Aged .
Its space was limited to about twenty-five residents.
When the Hattie B. Munroe Home moved in the late
1950s, the Northwest Baptist Home Society saw an
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opportunity for expansion , and bought the Benson
property.
In 1965, expansion began with the appointment of
a full-time admin istrato r, Rev. Richard Peterson , and
the addition of t wo new wings to the build ing. This
brought the capacity to 105 residents, including infirmary space.
In 1968, the infirmary was expanded and office,
kitchen and physical therapy space was added , providing space for 151 residents .
Recently, a separate section of 43 se lf-care apartments for the elderly has been added, bring ing the
total population to well over 200 people.

Benson Towers · Apartment residences for senior citizens,
located on the northeast corner of 60th Street and the Radial
Highway· built in 1970.

The offices of the Catholic Voice at 61st and the Radial Highway.
It publishes the newspaper for the archdiocese.

Recollections
Remember when almost all of the cars were big,
black and boxy? Kenneth Ruwe recalls a Saturday
night when that caused a bit of a problem during his
family 's shopping expedition to Benson. Ken was
told to stay in the car while his mother and grandmother did their shopping. After a while , his mother
returned to the car and asked , "Where's Grandma?".
Ken replied that he had not seen her and he supposed that she was still shopping . His mother told
him that his grandmother had decided to return to
the car some time before that. Ken went in search of
her and found her in a big , black boxy car similar to
theirs. " Grandma, what are you doing in that car?''
asked Ken. "Ken, what are you doing out of th is
car?" asked Grandma. Ken finally convinced his
grandmother that she wasn't going to get home in
the car that she was sitting in.

In the early days, bad weather and muddy or icy
roads could isolate Benson for days at a time. A letter written to Frances Maney recalls such an incident in the spring of 1913. The Amos Grant Real
Estate Co. was build ing ~omes along Military, east
of 52nd Street. One of their lumber trucks tried to
drive across the streetcar tracks . Its wheels sank
into the mud between t he tracks. This left a streetcar
stranded on the Benson end of the line with nothing
to do but shuttle back and forth between 63rd and
Maple and the t raffic jam east of 52nd and Military.
The cars coming west from Omaha were sim ilarly
blockaded. For several hours the passengers had to
slosh through the mud to transfer from one streetcar
to the other while the truck was being hoisted out of
its predicament.

• •• ••

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wulff, of Wulff's General
Store of the early 1900s, remembered that there was
so little crime in Benson that they could count the
day's receipts while sitting next to the front window
of the store. They never locked the store , and never
had any trouble.

O.D. Kruse's children remember how he and the ir
mother, Marie, opened a small grocery store and
gasoline station at 66th and Biondo in the early
1930s. Their home was attached to the back of the
store. The only sale on the opening day of the store
was one loaf of bread - for 2 cents.
The gas pump was the latest model with a glass
top that showed the gaso line. The gas was pumped
by hand into the glass dome, and delivered to the
automobile by gravity.
They also had an ice house, one of several on
Biondo Street. Only the very wealthy had refrigerators, and many homes were · still using kerosene
lamps.
During the winter, Mr. Kruse had the empty lot
across the street flooded for an ice skating rink. On
Hall oween he arranged a costume parade from 60th
to 66th on Biondo, and provided prizes and treats. He
was also an avid gardener, and was president of the
Benson Garden Club for many years. On Mothers'
Day he would share flowers from his garden wit h
neighbor children so that they could have bouquets
for their mothers.

•••••

• ••••

The merchants in days-gone-by also had occasional problems with people who wrote " no funds "
checks, just as today. Charlie Sprague solved this
problem by taping a " bounced check" to a window
next to his prescription department. Within a few
days the man who had written the check came into
the store very upset that his name was displayed this
way for everyone to see. "What do I have to do to get
you to take that check out of the window?" he asked.
" Just pay me what you owe me," replied Charlie.
Within an hour the man was back with cash in his
hand to trade for the check.

Lawrence Welk, once one of the nation's top orchestra leaders, lived at 80th and Miami, and raised
chickens in the mid-1930s. Evenings and weekends,
his orchestra played at Omaha's Chermont Ballroom. He planned to market "Chick-in-a-box", that
would include "fiddlestring" fried potatoes, " picco lo" pickles and " vibrant " vegetables - all served
in a box shaped like an accordion. His musical
endeavors proved to be much more pro fitable than
his attempt at chicken farming, but he was quoted
years later as hoping some day to live again on a little farm on the outs kirts of a big city.

*****

*****

• * • * •

In an interview with Benson Sun Newspaper, Jake
Gehrig remembered that the local boys used a small
pond just north of the Presbyterian Church for a
"swi mming hole." As people passed by, the boys
would stand on their heads in the water and wave
their feet at them. It is not known if the community
was concerned for the young men 's safety, or if
someone found a more productive use for the land,
but the pond was drained.
Gehrig also recalled the " homemade" fireworks
that blacksmith William Hackman fired every Fourth
of July. Starting at about 6:00 in the morning,
Hackman would pour piles of blasting powder on the
anvil and set them off, producing a deafening noise.

• ••••
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Corrada Green Huntington recalls that her father,
Will Green, was proprietor of Green's Pharmacy on
the northeast corner of 60th and Maple Streets from
1921-1938. A Mr. Gallahan was the pharmacist, and
Mrs. Gallahan operated a beauty shop in the rear of
the store. Ladies could get their hair shampooed and
marcelled (with a hot iron) for 75 cents.
She recalls that every Saturday it was her job to
wash and polish the beautiful horseshoe glass candy case inside and out. She also had to wash and
replenish the glass plates that displayed the
chocolate candies. Chocolate candy was often sold
a few pieces at a time. There were few varieties of
candy bars in those days. Some of the drugstore
prices that she remembers:
Camels, Lucky Strike and Old Gold cigarettes 15c
King Edward and White Owl cigars
5c
Robert Burns cigars
25c
Ink for pens
15c
Coca-Cola-6 oz. glass
5c
15c
Sundaes
Banana Splits
30c
Green 's Ginger Beer served in frosted mugs was the
specialty of the drugstore. All of these refreshments
were served at a 12-foot white-and-black marble
fountain with a mirrored back bar. The fountain fixtures were nickleplated and had to be scoured each
day.
• * * * ..

Alice Wicke McAllister remembers fondly the
decorated, lighted Christmas Tree that was in the intersection of Military Avenue and Maple Street. The
tradition was begun in the 1920s with a large live
tree. The Commercial Club arranged for the tree and
decorations, and it was erected with the assistance
of local workers. In the 1960s, a metal tree replaced
the live tree. After a few years it was damaged and
unable to be repaired.
* ** **

Ben G. Peterson recalls the wanderings of his immigrant father, Gustave, who came from Sweden in
1879, with little more than his ability as a carpenter.
The planners of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition in
the 1890s had decided to build an apartment style
structure to house some of the many visitors that
they anticipated would be attending. This building,
on Sherman Avenue, named " The Sherman", was
constructed by Gus Peterson. It is listed in the National Landmarks Registry, and is still standing and
occupied . After the Exposition was over, Gus bought
the Kansas State Building for $125, and used the
lumber to build a barn, carriage house, chicken coop
and house on his small farm at 66th Avenue and Ohio
Street. The residence is also still standing and occupied.
**** *
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It is often suggested that plants grow better if
someone talks to them. Landscape gardener
Rudolph Timmler, who designed and cared for the
beautiful gardens in Krug Park, tal ked to his plants in
" Esperanto", a so-called " universal language" which
was begun in the 1880s.

•• •••

Herbert E. Grote recalls many incidents from his
boyhood in Benson - the doctor who made house
calls day or night, the iceman who gave splinters of
ice to the children who followed his truck, the
grocery store where peanut butter was scooped out
of a stone crock and placed in a paper container, and
the sour kraut that was so ld out of a wooden barrel.
Prices were low by today's standards, with pot roast
selling for 20 cents a pound, soap for 9 cents a bar
and boys' heavy duty overalls for $2.50. Hamburgers
were six for 25 cents at Harkert 's White Castle Hamburgers, and ice cream cones were a nickel. He remembers "clamp-on " roller and ice skates, listen ing
to a crystal set radio and playing records on a " victrola" that you cranked by hand.

••• ••

In 1910, Mayor Charles Tracy and Arthur Thomas ,
representing the city of Benson and the Commercial
Club, attempted to promote Benson as the site of
the first Aviation Meet to be held in the Omaha area.
The aerial show was to feature Glenn Curtiss and
other early aviators. Upon personal in spect ion, Curtiss rejected sites in Benson because of the hilly terrain, and selected the Creighton tract, northwest of
45th and Military. This was close enough for all Bensonites to enjoy the aerial feats either at the
showgrounds or at vantage points on the many hil ls
of Benson.
Curtiss' first flight quickl y ended in an oat field
just east of Krug Park. This gave many Bensonites a
chance to view his " Hudson Flyer" a fifty-horsepower, eight-cylinder biplane, at close range.
During the meet, the airplanes frequent ly soared
around and over the water standpipe in Benson. Benson Postmaster O'Linn McGuire, himself an aviat or,
was particularly interested in the meet and became
acquainted with the visiting airmen. He declared in
the Benson Times that they were "really good
fellows. "

•••••
During the summer of 1908, two banner events
drew people to Benson.
The first, a Chautauqua, promoted by the Benson
Commercial Club, was held June 22-28. Chautauquas in the midwest stemmed from the Chautauqua
movement started by the Methodist Episcopal
church in Chautauqua, New York, in 1875. It promoted adult education in arts, sciences, humanities
and religion. By the time the movement had reached

the midwest, the scope of the program had broadened to include many forms of popular entertainment.
The Benson Chautauqua featured religious study
during the morning sessions, and lectures, dramatic
readings and a variety of musical programs in the
afternoons and evenings. People filled the tent to
hear "Sunshine Hawks," a humorist, and Captain
Jack Crawford , " Poet Scout of the Sierras," give
dramatic readings. The Honorable W.T. Burdick of
Virginia game his famous lecture, " Git, Grit and
Gumption ".
Although the Chautauqua was well-attended, it
fell short of being a financial success. The townsfolk
who had bought shares to support the event were
not reimbursed. That may explain why the 1908
Chautauqua was never repeated in Benson.
Later in the summer of 1908, the city of Benson
and the Commercial Club played host to a reunion of
the Douglas County Veterans Association. The reunion was a festival attended by the public as well as
the veterans (mainly those of the Civil War). In addition to speakers, drill teams and story-telling around
campfires, there were races, sports events, musical
programs, games and concessions.
The featured speaker was Mrs. La Salle Corbett
Pickett, the widow of General George Pickett who
led the Southern troops in the Gettysburg campaign.
Her appearance as the highlight of the program is
doubly notable. Not only was she a woman, in a
period where women were only beginning to take
their places as leaders in society, but also she was a
Southerner, speaking primarily to Union veterans.
The citizens of Benson turned the town over to the
veterans, as this invitation published in the August 1,
1908, issue of the Benson Times indicates:

Courtesy Steiger Family
Reunion of veterans of the Civil War · Grand Army of the Republic
reunion In 1908.

Come to Benson August 11 to 14.
Eat our chickens, capture our turkeys,
dig up our sweet potatoes, camp in
our yards if the grounds are not large
enough. Ignore our police, if arrested
-we will bail you out. Enjo y our
hospitality and help make this the
best reunion ever held in Douglas County.
---Citizens Committee of Benson.
Officials pronounced the four-day affair the most
successful reunion ever held by the Douglas County
Veterans Association.
*****

The Tornado
Tuesday, May 6, 1975, is a date that will long be
remembered by many Omahans, and especially by
many residents of the western part of Benson. On
that date, at 4:30 in the afternoon, a massive tornado
tore through Omaha, touching down near the Applewood golf course west of 96th Street near the Sarpy
County line. For over a quarter of an hour it churned
through western Omaha in a curved path , finally lif·
ting up in the area of the Benson golf course at 67th
and Ames Avenue.
Because the funnel was composed of three
separate vortexes, or arms, destruction was erratic - leveling homes indisc riminately, and leaving
an occasional neighboring home virtually untouched.
The civil defense sirens had sounded the alert,
and most people were able to find shelter. However,
two of the three deaths that occurred were in Benson. Mrs. Margaret Baker, 86 years old, of 2012 N.

Omaha World-Herald files
Map of the May 6, 1975 tornado, showing the path of the tornado
and the areas of worst damage. The storm touched down at the
Douglas-Sarpy County line, and lifted up at 67th and Ames Ave.
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Omaha World-Herald files
Michael Gasnick and John McGann, residents of the 70th and
Biondo area, used a fallen tree trunk and a pile of rocks to lift a car
and rescue Sharon Kay Noah, who was trapped under it. She had
been driving on Biondo when the tornado struck, sucking her out
of the car and then pinning her underneath. St. Pius X Church and
school is in the background.

70th Street, was kil led when her home was blown off
its foundation. She was hard of hearing, and probably wasn 't aware of the sirens . Roy Lester Kremer,
38 years old , of 821 S. 23rd Street, a driver and furniture handler for Benson Transfer, was killed as he
waited for a bus on the corner of 69th and Maple
Streets.
A number of residents of the area received various
injuries requiring hospitalization. Most of those who
told of escaping injury had taken refuge in basements under heavy tables.
There was extensive damage to Pius X church and
school , and to Creighton Prep school. Particularly
hard hit were the homes south of Pius X, and those
on 70th Avenue and ?1st Street north of Biondo, and
also in the 69th Street area no rth of Maple. As many
as 50 homes were total ly destroyed, and hundreds of
others suffered various degrees of damage. Many of
the damaged homes had t o be demol ished and completely rebuilt. A few families walked away from the
destruction and moved elsewhere, but most repaired
and rebuilt their homes.

Interesting Ordinances

Omaha World-Herald file s
Three homes in the 72nd and Seward area that were twisted off
their foundations. Trucks and heavy equipment were removing
debris a week after the storm.

The duties of the Village Board and the City Council of Benson included adopting ordinances to
govern and regulate civic, business and social
developmen t of Benson. In 1908, E.C. Hodder, the
city attorney, revised and amended the existing ordinances. Another revision was done in 1912. Most
of the ordinances remained intact, although there
were some additions as well as deletions. For instance, a 1908 ordinance designated the town marshal as Street Lamplighter. Since electric lights had
replaced the gas lamps by 1912, there was no longer
a need for a lamplighter.
The following excerpts from the 1912 Revised Ordinances, printed verbatim , provide a sampling of
the more quaintl y written ordinances.
* * '* * *

Omaha World-Herald file s
Just north of Biondo on 70th Avenue, the daughters of Mrs. Coleen Mau search the rubble for their belongings. A battered truck is
lodged In what was once the basement of their home.
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Chapter 3
CITY COUNCIL
SEC. 62. It is hereby made the duty of all members of
the Council, and all other officers who are by law re·
quired to be present at the meetings of the Council,
to attend promptly at the hour designated for such
meeting, and any member of the Council or officer
herein mentioned, who fails to so attend, shall be
subject to a fine of not to exceed One ($1.00) Dollar
for each and every failure to so attend. Provided,
however, that if any member of the Council, or other
officer herein mentioned, notifies the Mayor in advance of the time of meeting that for unavoidable
reasons he is unable to be present, such member
shall not be subject to the penalty herein mentioned.

It was the duty of the mayor to impose this fine.
According to minutes of the City Council, Mayor
Charles Tracy (1909-1910) was conscientious enough
to fine himself $1.00 for having missed a meeting .
• * * • •

ordinances pertaining to loose dogs, particularly
unlicensed ones . Rounding up the can ine offenders
provided a lucrative addition to the marshal 's salary.
In just one month in 1908, Marshal Fred Schneider
collected $8.75 for killing and burying seven dogs.
• • * • •

Chapter 13
LIQUOR
SEC. 157. Every person licensed as hereinbefore provided, who shall give or sell spiritous, malt or vinous
liquors, or any intoxicating drinks to any minor, apprentice or servant or Indian, insane person or idiot
or habitual drunkard, within the limits of the City of
Benson, or who shall sell any liquors to any person
whose wife, child, father, mother or guardians shall
by written notice prohibit the saloon-keeper making
such sale, shall forfeit and pay for such offense the
sum of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars and shall be liable on his
bond for all damages sustained in consequence of
such unlawful sale.
SEC. 159. That it shall be unlawful for any person or
persons licensed as saloon-keeper in the City of
Benson to keep open his or their saloon on Sunday;
and on week days between the hours of 8 o'clock at
night and 7 o'clock in the morning; nor during such
time sell, barter or in any manner dispose of any
malt, spirituous or vinous liquors.
In spite of the limitations that the liquor ordinance
imposed upon the purveyors of alcohol , there always
seemed to be enough customers in Benson to support five or si x saloons.
•••• *
Chapter 16
DOGS
SEC. 188. It shall be the duty of the City Marshal after
thirty (30) days from the passage of this ordinance to
kill any and all dogs, male or female, found running
at large within the limits of the City of Benson at any
time of the year, that do not bear upon their necks
the plate or tag as provided in Section 185 of this or·
dinance and for each dog so killed the said officer
shall receive, in addition to other fees or salary, the
sum of twenty-five (25) cents.
SEC. 217 When the owner, custodian or harbourer of
any dead animal is unknown or cannot be found, or is
known and neglects or refuses to dispose of the carcass or part thereof, it shall be the duty of the City
Marshal to remove and bury said carcass, such services he shall receive Two ($2.00) Dollars each for
horses, cattle and mules, and the sum of One ($1.00)
Dollar each for all other animals.
In early days, Benson suffered from an explosion
in the dog population. Dogs roamed the streets and
often invaded picture shows, church services, and
other public gatherings. Consequently, the city administration called for diligent enforcement of the

Chapter 19
MISDEMEANORS AND NUISANCES
SEC. 213. It is hereby declared unlawful for any per·
son or persons to engage in any boxing bout, wrestl·
ing match or other feat of skill or strength, within the
limits of the city of Benson, or to take part in or incite
any disturbances or disorderly assembly within the
limits of said City. Any person or persons so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum
not to exceed Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars and costs
of prosecution.
It is not clear who or what prompted the enactment of this ord inance, but it appears that it was frequently ignored. Old timers tell about some of the
pillars of the cc:fmmunity engaging in informal wrestling matches in the back rooms of saloons or in pool
halls, sometimes using a pool table as a wrestling
ring .
• • • • *

SEC. 215. That it shall be unlawful for any female per·
son to walk or to be upon the streets, alleys or public
grounds of the City of Benson, for the purpose of
soliciting the attentions of any person for immoral
purposes; or for any female to attract the attention of
strangers by improper actions or to loiter on or about
the streets, alleys or public places of said City either
alone or in company with strangers or men whose
acquaintance they have made by artful and improper
devices while walking about the streets of said City;
for any male person above the age of fourteen (14)
years to accost any female person not of his acquaintance or to use indecent or improper language
or signs toward such female or to make indecent or
immoral proposals to any female upon the streets,
alleys or public grounds of the City of Benson. Any
person or persons so offending shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be fined not to exceed Twenty-five ($25.00)
Dollars and shall pay the costs of prosecution.
Loose dogs seemed to have been much more of a
problem in early Benson than loose women. There is
no indication in either newspaper accounts or city
records that there was ever a problem with women
walking the streets and using " artful devices" to entice the stalwart men of the city.
• * • • •
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SEC. 230. That it shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to ride or drive any animal, vehicle or motor
cars, through or upon any of the streets or alleys of
said City of Benson in excess of ten miles an hour, or
in a reckless or dangerous manner, so as to endanger the lives of persons or animals that may be
traveling along or hitched on any of said streets or
alleys. Any person or persons so offending shall
upon conviction thereof be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in any sum not less than Ten
($10.00) Dollars nor more than Twenty ($20.00)
Dollars.
Complaints about the violation of this ordinance
regularly appeared in the Benson Times. The editor,
in an August 10, 1912 issue, noted that trucks and
" buzz wagons" were tearing down Military Road at a
terrific speed. The Times called for stricter enforcement of the speed limit.
SEC. 231. That the herding of cattle, horses, sheep or
other domestic animals upon the streets and
unenclosed grounds of the City of Benson, within
three hundred (300) feet of any improved or enclosed
premises, dwelling house or store, is hereby declared a nuisance, and anyone so doing shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed
Five ($5.00) Dollars for each offense and costs of
prosecution.
In the 1890s, farmers to the west and the northwest of Benson used the Military Road to herd cattle
to and from the South Omaha Stockyards. As Benson became more settled, citizens began to complain about the dust that the wild steers raised as
they trampled through the village. The cattle also
disturbed the domestic animals that many Bensonites kept in their yards.
* * * • *

Chapter 20
POLL TAX

SEC. 258. That all able bodied male residents of the
City of Benson between the ages of twenty-one and
fifty years shall, between the first day of April and
the first day of November of each year, either by
themselves or a satisfactory substitute, peform two
day' labor upon the streets, alleys, or highways
within said City of Benson, at such time and place as
the Overseer of Streets may direct, upon three days '
notice in writing being given; provided, all persons
so notified may commute the labor so required by
payment of two dollars to the proper officer of the
City of Benson.

108

Do You Remember When ...
... Little girls played on porches and in their own
yards . They had tea parties and dressed in Mom's old
clothes.
... Boys played marbles on any piece of ground that
was level.
...Children played Hide and Seek, Simon Says, and
Pum , Pum Pu ll-A-Way.
... When neighbors visited over the back fence.
... Every home had a garden, and most also had
chickens.
... Groceries were charged, and wh en the bill was
paid there was a bag of candy for the children.
...Going into an ice cream parlor or drug store to
be served ice cream was a special treat.
... The rag and bottle man came in his horse-drawn
wagon collecting discards that he could resell for a
few pennies.
... The knife and scissors sharpening man carried
his grindstone on his back.
... " Banana Joe" walked his route with his big
wicker basket of bananas.
... Milk was delivered to each house and ladled out
of a milk can.
... Coal was delivered by horse and wagon.
... All cars were touring cars, and if it rained you put
up the "side-curtains" in the windows .
... All cars were one color- black.
...Cars got stuck in the street-car tracks when it
was icy.
... Christmas trees weren't put up until Christmas
Eve after the children were asleep. Santa brought the
tree and gifts.
... You could go sledding on Benson streets wit hout worrying about cars .
... The only time a child would get a toy was on his
birthday or on Christmas .
... Kites were " home-made" from sticks cut from
orange crates.
...Everyone dressed up on Sunday for church and
Sunday school, and then had to stay dressed up all
day.
... The doctor made house calls, carried a black
case, and dispensed pills from it.
... Bread was · delivered daily to homes by the
" Omar" man.
... There was no radio or television.
... There was a strictly enforced 9:00 curfew for
children.
*****

... Let's " Remember When ... " but let's also loo k
.forward to " What 's to Come ... "
... Let's remember the spirit of the people of yesterday who did their very best to build a better community for their children and grandchildren .
... Let's keep that spirit as we go into our second
century.

Happy Birthday, Benson

March 6, 1987

•••

Special Guests
The grandchildren of Erastus Benson. LEFT, Grant Benson, Jr.,
RIGHT, Marjorie Benson Loring, with Governor Kay Orr.

Political Leaders
Governor Kay Orr, Mayor Bernie Simon and Congressman Hal
Daub with merchants Sally Hausman and Bill Morris.

The Past
Longtime Benson residents Ernie Tindell, Gladys Babcock Cordill,
Gene Puncochar as Erastus Benson, and George Gates.

The Future
Students from Rosehill Grade School with Mayor Simon and Gov.
Orr. Principal Sam Crawford in the background.

The Organizers of the Celebration
Ernie Tindell, Rosemary Parenteau, Walter Nabity .....

..... and Darlene Jensen and Don Albright, with baker Olafer
Jonsson.

Courtesy J. Michael McBride, Master Photographer
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Larson, M. 14
Law and Order League 16, 17
Lawson, George 38, 39
Leach, A. Z. 21
Leach, May 68, 69, 74
Lee, Fred 14
Leeman , Charles 84
Leete, Bishop Frederick 53
Leidy, Rev. J. M. 38, 53, 82
Lemist, H. T. 86
Leo's Food Market 47
Levine's Market 47
Lew is & Clark Junior High 71
Lewis, Dr. R. G. 89
Lewis, Irwin 14
Lewis, Lucy 32
Lewis, Strangler 79
Liljenstolpe, Karin 52
Liljenstolpe, Margarita 52
Lillegard , Pastor Norman 61
Lindberg, Arthur 74
Linden, George 14
Linder, F. F. 40
Lindquist, G. A. 21
Lindsay, z. T. 90
Lindwall, Rodger 76
Line, Gladys 69
Lipsey, Stan 39
Livers , Ralph W. 54
Livingston, Hazel 98
Locus Lane Dairy 45
Loechner, Dr. W. H. 31, 41 , 88, 91
Loechner, M rs. 46
Long, Jesse V. 21
Longacre, Darlene 40
Lord , Dr. J. P. 101
Lorenz, Milton 69
Loring , Marjorie Benson 10, 109
Loseke, W. W. 53

Louis Market 49
Love, Archibald 86
Lowe, C. S. 14
Loyalty Day Parade 96
Ludwig , Pastor David 62
Lundahl , Pastor Glenn W. 55
Lundgren, Gladys 83
Luneberg, C. 14
Luther Memorial Church 55
Lyck, Chris 22 , 44, 82, 85, 91 , 93
Lyck, James 47
Lyck, L. F. 20
Lyle, Rev. B. 0 . 54

M

Maach, Goldie 96
MacPherson J. K. 57
Macklin, Ruth 67
Madden, John 69
Madonna School 55, 72
Madsen, Carl 93
Madsen, Dr. C. C. 90
Madson, N. 14
Maney, " Marshal" James 17, 18, 23, 24, 28,
46, 96
Maney, Dr. James 24, 89
Maney, Francis 24, 89, 1 03
Manion, Jack 59
Manion, Mrs. 47
Mann, William 75
Mantei, Pastor William 61
Maplecrest 102
Marcuzzo, Joseph 30
Marhon, John 14
Markel O'Connell Motors 50
Martlg, John 40, 46, 79
Martin Family 15
Martin. Rev. W. Frederick 55
Marwood, Mrs. 28
Mason, Mrs. E. A. 94
Masonic Lodge 93
Mather, Colonel C. L. 21-23
Mather. E. L. 26
Mathews, A . 65
Matthews, Charles 69
Mau, Coleen 106
Maynard, Helen 69
Mayne, Clifton E. 9, 13, 41
McAllister, Allee Wicke 104
McArdle, Edward J. 14, 16, 18, 22. 91
McArdle. George 21 , 77
McArdle, Howard 77
McBride, J. Michael 2, 109
McCague, W. L. 13
McCandless Restaurant & Pool Hall 44
McCandless, Harry 52
McCandless, Ross 79
McCaslin, Monsignor Edward P. 57
McClung, Rev. A. J. 59
McCombs, J. H. 14
McCormick, Andrew 22, 23, 91
McCoy, C. w. 21 , 22
McCoy, Dr. D. F. 65
McCoy, Dr. Hiram F. 88
McCray, J. D. 91
McDowell, H. 14
McGann, John 106
McGinness, H. M. 14, 91
McGinnis, J . H. 42
McGuire, J. H. 22
McGuire, John 28, 29
McGuire, John " Jay" 2.0, 26, 27
McGuire, Joseph 14, 16, 18, 19, 21 , 22, 26,
28, 39, 41-43, 56, 77, 96
McGuire, Mrs. Joseph 23, 28

McGuire, O'Linn 19, 25, 26, 28, 30, 104
McKenna, Dr. Edward 89
Mc Keon, William 16
McKeown Blacksmith Shop 44
McKinley, John 74
McMahon. Dr. J. R. 89
McMahon, Ella 23
McMichael , " Meech " 28
McNamara, Mary 66-69, 74, 95
McPherson , I. C. 44, 90, 96
Meckna, Paul 76
Melick, Rev. M . L. 54
M ercury Cleaners 50
Mesecher, Pastor Wayne 61
Meyer, Rev. R. M. 61
Midwest Dairy 45
Milena, Nigs 76
Military Park Saloon 24
Miller, Joseph F. 14
Mitchell, Scott 76
Mitzlaff, E. 14
Mogis, Peter 14
Moluf, Carol 68
Moneymaker, Rev. Earl 59
Monroe School 67, 71
Montgomery, J.D. 14
Mooney, H. 14
Moore, Sabinna 101
Moorhead, Kenneth 76
Moose Lodge 91
Moran, William 16, 22
Morgan, Jacob A. 14
Morgan, Mrs. J. S. 65
Moriarit y, Rev. D. W. 56
Morris, Bill 1 09
Morris Men's Clothes 49
Morrison, James 76
Morris, S. A . 65
Mortensen, Henry 14
Morton's Express 34, 46
Morton, Benjamin R. 14, 16, 18, 34, 45, 46,
59, 96
Morton. James 26, 34 , 45, 79, 91
Morton, Mrs. Ben 94
Morton, Richard 91
Morton, Tap 79
Mount Hope Cemetery 9, 34, 35
Mueller, Pastor Norbert 62
Muenster, Don 75
Muenster, Wayne 75
Mulford, W. C . 14, 91
Mulvaney, Chuck 75
Munchhoff, Joseph and Herman 82
Munroe, John A. 101
Murray (Murry), M . J . 14
Murray, Dr. Floyd J. 89
Musgrove, Vern D. 30
Musk, L. F. 20
Musk, L. G. 22

N

Nabity, Walter 109
Nebraska Telephone Exchange 39
Neilsen, Alfred 45
Nelson, Dr. Floyd 90
Nelson, L. 14
Nelson , Nels 14
Nelson, Rev. C. Wilbur 55
Nelson, William 14
Nevins , C. 14
Newell, F. A. 14
Newman, A. A. 55
Newman, Carl 79
New man, Oscar 79
Nielsen, Niels 91

Nissen's Millinery Story 43, 44
Noah, Sharon Kay 106
Norman & Burkett Printing Co. 38, 39
Norris, Jack 74
Northwest Radial Highway 35
Norton, A. N. 19
Nystrom's General Store 44

0

O'Conner, John D. 22
O'Conner, Kevin 87
0 . P. Skaggs Grocery 47
Oasis Confectionary Shop 77, 78
Ogden, Rev. Glenn B. 59
Olsen , Erick 75
Olson (Oleson) Charlie T. 14, 44, 46, 50, 52
Olson (Oleson). Ole 14
Olson's Meat Market 43, 44, 46 , 49, 50, 74
Olson , Arthur 74
Olson , Carl 44
Olson , E. H. 22
Olson , Ole 50, 51
Olson , Oscar 50
Omaha Indians 11
Omaha Lumber Co. 25
Ondov, Rev. Daniel 62
Oney, W. A. 14
Orcutt, Edward " Scotty" 69, 75
Orr, Governor Kay 109
Oto Indians 11

p
Palace Confectionery 8
Pallisen, Chris 47
Palmer, G. W. 52
Pamp, C. E. 14
Pancoast's Dry Goods 44
Paperny, Louis 94
Parenteau , Rosemary 3, 98, 109
Parkwood Dairy 45
Parsons, Dr. 20, 88 , 89, 92
Patten , Rev. John L. 63
Patterson , B. J. 14
Patterson , W. C. 14
Paulman, Or . Audrey 89
Pawnee Indians 11
Paxton, W. A. 14
Pearson , 0 . E. 53
Pedersen, Ed 74
Pedersen , James 14
Pedersen , Marie 93
Pegasus Book Store 46
Penner, Herbert 69
Peoples Dairy 45
Peska's Cash Store 44, 88
Peska, Joe 78
Petersen, Nels 45
Petersen, Peter 93
Peterson, Ben G. 104
Peterson, Eleanor 93
Peterson, Gustave 104
Peterson, James 14
Peterson , John 14, 21, 22
Peterson , Minnie 88
Peterson , Miss 92
Peterson, Peter 14
Peterson, Rev. Richard 102
Peterson, Rev. Robert L. 63
Peterson, Sam 14
Peterson, Thomas 14
Pettit, Bob 45
Phelp s, Ben S. 23, 91
Phelps, Rev. Ray 61
Pinto, Dr. Sherman A. 93

113

Pisasale, Fred 68 , 69
Polly, B. 78
Polytika, Anthony 83
Poor Clare Sisters 72
Porter Meats 47
Pospisil, Stuart 3
Post Dairy 45
Post, Bernard H. 14, 31 , 56, 65, 71, 92
Potter, Charles 14
Powers, William 69
Prettiest Mile Dairy 45
Producers Dairy 45
Ptacek, Lester 74
Puncochar, Gene 109

a

Quiring , Dr. Henry 90

R

Raabe, Henry 14
Raber, Dr. D. D. 88
Raber, Lew 38, 88
Rails (Reils), Fred A. 14
Ramsey, V. Kaye 93
Randall's Dry Goods 44
Randall, Albert 75
Ranz, Bert 79
Raske, Robert 14
Raue, Rev. E. C. 59
Rawhide, Creek 11
Reap, Edna 67
Redick, John 14
Reed, Abraham Lincoln 86, 99
Reed , Byron 86
Reed, Dr. Wilson H. 89
Reed , Harry F. 53, 54
Reeds Ice Cream 49
Reeves, Randy 68, 76
Regan Bakery 44
Reideger . C. H. 78
Reifschneider, Richard 76
Reimers , John 14
Renze, George 92
Rice, W. F. 65
Ringer, Rev. C. J. 55
Rita's Tavern 43
Ritcher, Glen 75
Rivett Lumber & Coal 44
Robbers' Roost 12, 41
Robinson, R. L. 18, 22
Roden, J. A. 14
Romer's Bakery 42
Romer, Etta 41
Rosacker, Fred 14
Rose Hill 14
Rose, Cliff 75
Rose, Dr. F. I. 89
Rosehill School41 , 66 , 67, 70, 71 , 74, 109
Roske, F. 14
Ross's Grocery 47
Ross, Ralph 75 , 76
Ross, Rev. Father M. W. 52
Rothery, Doug 76
Rothery, Kate 14
Rouse, Frank 47, 78
Rouse, Oliver 15
Rowe, J. E. 14
Rowoldt, Pastor Walter E. 55
Royal Dairy 45
Royal Neighbors 92
Ruischer, J. 14
Rumbel, Mrs. M. C. 74
Rushing, Warren 51
Rutherford Family 78

114

Ruwe , Kenneth 103

s

Sagan , Bruce 39
Sanderholm, Frank 94
Sanders, Rev. Harold 63
Sandy, Lucille Barbe 69
Scannell, Rev. Richard 56
Schaefer, Anton 46
Schil ler's Drugs 46, 49
Schleu, Henry 78
Schmitt, Joe 14
Schneider, Fred 22, 23, 107
Schneider-Leach Auto 44
School District #9 14, 73
Schrock, Dr. Robert 101
Schroer, Earl 68, 69
Schultz, Rev. Albert 63
Schwaibold, Margaret 56
Schweibald, Louis 26
Seaman, G. R. 14
Searson's Drug Store 44, 47
Searson, E. A. 88, 96
Sedlemayer, J. 14
Sedlemayer, Jos. 14
Seelmire, A. E. 44
Seesko, Rev. Frederick 60-61
Seger, Larry 75
Selling, Otto 79
Sharer, Cecil 0. 69
Sharp, Rev. G. L. 58
Sharpe, James 60
Sheely School 65, 66
Sheely, John M. 14, 65, 88
Shelsta, Terry 75
Shukert, Marty 51
Sievers, Claus 14
Simmons, Grant 75
Simmons, Millie 57
Simon, Bernie 6, 21 , 109
Sindelar, Dr. A. G. 89
Sister Evangeline 72
Sisters of Mercy 9, 71 , 72, 100
Skar, Ed 14
Skow, Rev. Louis 63
Slusky, Abe 84
Slusky, Cam 83
Slusky, Louis 83, 84
Smith, Alfred 86
Smith, Axel 14
Smith, C. B. 19, 21, 22, 28
Smith, Edith 69
Smith, Ella 14
Smith, Harvey 94
Smith, Homer 76
Smith, Joseph 14
Smith, Mrs. C. B. 28
Snell, Edna 33, 41
Snell, George 14, 19, 21, 22, 41 , 55, 59 , 91
Snell, Walter 79
Snow, B. L. 14, 28
Sommers, John 98
Sorensen, Ed 21 , 22, 93
Sorensen , Howard 68-69
Sorensen, John 93
Sorensen, Maren K. 93
Sorensen, Paul 76
Sorensen, Roger 69, 76
Sorensen, Todd 76
Sorenson , George 45
Sorenson, John 54
Sorenson, Sam 45
Spain, Charles 91
Speedie, John A. 14, 66
Sprague's Pharmacy 31 , 34, 50

Sprague, Charles H. 31 , 42, 43, 78, 91, 96,
103
Sprague, Edward H. 86
Sprague, William " Bill" 40, 67
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 52
St. Bernard's Catholic Church 24, 52, 56-57,
63, 93
St. Cecilia's Catholic Church 56
St. James' Orphanage 9, 71 , 72, 80, 100, 101
St. Leo's Catholic Church 64
St. Paul Methodist Church 52
St. Pius X Catholic Church 57, 63-64 , 106
St. Pius - St. Leo Elementary School 63-64,
71
Staack, Fred 14
Stahmer, David 21
Stahr, Nels 14
Stanton , Charles 78
Stapleton, H. D. 67
Stecker, Louis 79
Steiger, Chris 14, 16, 19, 21 , 22,91
Steiger, Ed A. 17, 22
Steiger, Lillian 38
Steinberg Brothers' Grocery 8, 47
Stevens, Doris 69
Stewart, J. N. 14
Stoltenberg, George 46
Stoney, Janice Dunkle 69
Stout, C. H. 83
Stoysich Meats 47
Strawn , Ray 74
Streng, Rev. John 52 , 61
Strong, L. M. 20, 22
Stu ben , L. M. 14
Stuchlik Shoe Shop 44
Sullivan, Fred 90
Sun Newspapers 39
Sundsboe's Mobil Station 49
Sunlite Bakery 47, 48
Sunnyside Dairy 45
Sunnyslope Dairy 45
Swanholm, Mrs. 73
Swendsen, Mrs. 93
Swigart, Warren 21

T

Talbott, William 0 . 22, 26, 96
Tapp, Lonnie 76
Taylor, George 12
Taylor, M rs. 12
Temple Baptist Academy 62-63
Temple Baptist Church 62-63
Terkelsen's OX 28
Terkelsen, Rask 45
Terkelsen, Verner 45
Tesar, Alice 69
Thoelecke Jewelry 44
Thoelecke, L. D. 55
Thoma, Leroy 74
Thomas, Arthur C. 38 , 96, 104
Thomas, Josiah 14
Thompsen, Russ 45
Thompson , E. C . 14
Thompson , George 54
Thompson , J. 14, 21
Tietz Park 81
Tietz, Charles 14, 81
Timmler, Rudy 45, 82, 104
Tindell's Newsstand 35, 38, 39
Tindell, Ag nes 28
Tindell, Ernest C. 3, 67, 109
Tindell, Ernest H. 17, 19, 26, 28, 42, 43, 91
Tindell, William 14, 28, 42, 43, 53
Tindell , William (Jr.) 26
Tonder, Nelson 14

Tonge, Rev. 53
Topp's Department Store 48, 50
Totman, Rev. & Mrs. A. M. 57
Town Hall 8, 17, 78
Tracy, Charles A. 16-18, 22, 25, 92, 104, 107
Tracy, Mrs. Charles 94
Tramp, Rev. Duane 63
Trapp, E. 14
Tromler, George, David & Daniel 82
Tuchman Bros. 47
Turner, Mabie 77
Turner, Susan 68
Tuttle, G. H. 44, 49, 90
Twadell, Reginald 80

u
v

Underwood Dairy 45

Vanderlein, G. 14
Vercruysse Dairy 45
Veterans of Foreign Wars 95, 96
Viola, Bruno 20
Virgie's Store 50

w

Walgreen , S. R. 14
Walker, Eugene 94
Walnut Hill Church 53
Walnut Hill Dairy 45
Walsh, James 14, 21 , 24
Walsh , Russell 34, 35, 45, 79
Walsh, Ward 34, 45, 96
Waltermire, A. J. 14
Walton , A. M. 65
Ward, Father Thomas 57

Washburn, David 79
Watenpaugh, I. E. 14
Watenpaugh, L. M. 14
Watkins, Malcolm 76
Wear, Joseph 14
Weaver, Harriett Knudson 26
Weaver, Rev . C. B. 55
Weichett, H. 14
Weitkamp, Esther 69
Welk, Lawrence 103
West Benson Dairy 45
West Benson School 69
West End Grocery 47, 48
Westergard, Dan 22
Western Dairy 45
Western Tire 48
Westin , Dick 76
Weyhrich, Dr. Steven 90
Wharton , Glen 86
Whetstone, Fred 34
White Castle Restaurant 48, 104
White, Rev. George 52
Wilcox, Dr. 78
Williams Bros. Garage 48
Williams' Lake 41
Williams' Tract 35, 80, 81
Williams, C. B. 26
Williams, Chester C. 22, 96
Williams , G. R. 14, 19, 21
Williams , Mrs. C. C. 92
Williams, Theodore 12, 14, 45, 81
Wilson , Julie 69
Wilson, Rev. J. C. 58-59
Wilson, Robert 14
Winters, Max 68, 69
Winther(s), Nels 14
Winther(s), Sam C. 14
Witherspoon , D. J. 72
Wogensen, S. 14

Wolf, F. C. 47, 48
Wolfe Grocery 46, 47
Wolhner, Paul 47
Wood, Rosie 14
Woodland Park Dairy 45
Woodmen of the World 91
Woodruff, John 29
Woolery, Dick 68
Wright, G. W. 21
Wright, W. S. " Bill " 22, 26
Wulff & Sowards General Store 19
WuiH's General Store 23, 34, 43, 44, 91
Wulff, Gus A. 20, 22, 43, 78, 91 , 96
Wulff, Herman 21 , 96, 103

y
Yarger, Rev . H. L. 54
Yarton , Mrs. 92
Yates , Mrs. 92
Yellow Front Drug Store 88
Yont, Helen 69
Young, C. A. 14
Young, Mary Morton 38, 59
Young, Mrs. F. E. 80, 94
Young, Rev. Alfred W. 55

z

Zanner, Charles 92
Zauder, 0 . M. 14
Zellars ' Restaurant 44
Zellars , Mrs. M. V. 92
Zellmer, Pastor David 61
Zich, Carl 34
Zuck, Rev. Gerald 61
Zweifel , Marguerite 69
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