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National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation.
Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register
of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to
identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources. See them online at
http://www.nps.gov/nr/index.htm
·

Arcaded Block. A commercial building form two to three stories call characterized by tall, evenly
spaced, round-arched openings extending across the fa<;ade with no bracketing elements at the ends.
(Longstreth, 1987) 118.
Architectural Style.
All buildings have form, but not all buildings have an architectural style.
Architectural style describes a formal application of aesthetic and design principals to a building form.
Art Deco. (1925-1940) An architectural style characterized by line or angular composition with a
vertical emphasis and stylized decoration. Buildings are typically massed in a series of set backs
emphasizing the geometric form. Windows with decorative spandrel panels often highlight the vertical
composition. Most often finished in cut stone panels, mosaics and terra cotta with aluminum accents.
(Biumenson, 1995) 77.
Art Mod erne Style. (1930-1945). An architectural style featuring industrial technology and streamlined
simplicity. Features include smooth, rounded corners, flat roofs, smooth wall finish and horizontal massing
as well as details in concrete, glass block, aluminum, and stainless steel. (Biumenson, 1995) 79 .
Association. One of the seven aspects of integrity, association is the direct link between a property and
the event or person for which the property is significant. (National Register Bulletin, "How to Apply the
National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Balloon frame. A type of support for wood-frame buildings that utilizes vertical studs that extend the full
height of the wall and floor joists fastened to the studs with nails. Balloon-frame buildings in Nebraska
became popular with the expansion of the railroad when milled lumber could be shipped to the plains
for relatively low cost.
Building . A building is erected to house activities performed by people.
architect.

Often designed by an

Bungalow. ( 1890-1940) . An architectural style most commonly seen in residential architecture and
characterized by overhanging eaves, a modest size, open porches with large piers and low-pitched
roofs. Buildings are typically finished in clapboard, but may also be clad in wooden shingles, stucco or
brick. Details include exposed structural members and chimneys of rubble, cobblestone or rough-faced
brick. (Biumenson, 1995) 71 .
Central Block with Wings. A commercial building form two to four stories tall with a projecting center
section and subordinate flanking units at least half as wide as the center section and often much wider.
(Longstreth, 1987) 11 6.
Circa, Ca., or c. At, in, or of approximately, used especially with dates.
Clapboard. Relatively long, thin boards that have a thick lower edge and a feathered, or tapered
upper edge. The shape of the boards permits them to be overlapped horizontally. Clapboard is most
commonly used as cladding material on vernacular form houses and their secondary buildings.

Colonial Revival (1180-1955) . An architectural style characterized by a symmetrical form, side gable
roofs, dormers and shutters. A pediment supported by pilasters or extended out to form an entry porch
creates a key central element. (McAlester, 1992) 321.
Contemporary (1950-1980). Popular among architect-designed home built between the 1950s and
1960, the contemporary building type has two distinct subtypes most easily identified by the roof shape.
The Contemporary Flat Roof building type was derived from the International Style in regards to its
massing and plan arrangement, but differs in its integration with the landscape and use of materials.
The Contemporary Gable Roof is more influenced by Craftsman and Prairie styles in regards to its
detailing. (See typology, included in the following appendix)
Contributing (National Register definition). A building, site, structure, or object that adds to the historic
associations, and/or historic architectural qualities for which a resource is significant. The resource was
present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of the property, and
possesses historic integrity, or is capable of yielding important information about the period. These
resources are already listed on the National Register, considered active and a record is maintained in
the NeHBS inventory.
Cross-Gable ( 1860-191 0). A vernacular building form typically two stories and square in plan with two
identical roofs whose ridges intersect to produce a cruciform.
Design. One of the seven aspects of integrity, design refers to the composition of elements that
constitute the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a resource. Changes made to continue the
function of the resource during its period of significance may acquire significance in their own right.
(National Register Bulletin, "How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Dutch Colonial Revival Style ( 1900-1940). A residential architectural style characterized by its gambrel
roof, symmetrical fa<;ade and dormers. A full-width porch may be an extension of the main roof line, or
a separate roof. (McAlester, 1992) 322.
Eligible. A building, site, structure, or object that alone, or as part of a potential historic district, meet the
National Park Service Criteria for nomination and listing on the National Register of Historic Places, but is
not yet listed. These resources are considered active and a record is maintained in the NeHBS
inventory.
Enframed Block. A type of commercial building form two to three stories tall with most of the fa<;ade
punctuated by columns or pilasters or a treatment suggestive of such classical elements. This main
section is bracketed by end bays of equal height. Altogether they form a continuous wall plane.
(Longstreth, 1987) 114.
Enframed Window Wall. A type of commercial building form commonly one to four stories tall, in which
the fa<;ade is visually unified by creating a border along the sides and top of a large center section .
The border is treated as a single compositional unit. (Longstreth, 1987) 68.
Evaluation . Process by which the significance and integrity of a historic resource is judged.
Extant. Still standing or existing (as in a building, structure, site, and/or object).
Facade. Any single side of a building or structure.

False-front ( 1850-1880). A vernacular building form , which is typically a one-and-one-half story front
gable frame building with a square facade that extends vertically in front of the front-facing gable. This
gives an entering visitor the sense of approaching a larger building. This form is often used in the
construction of a first-generation commercial building, thus is also known as "boom-town ."
Feeling. One of the seven aspects of integrity, feeling is the quality that a historic resource has in
evoking the aesthetic or historic sense of a past period of time. (National Register Bulletin, " How to
Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation "; 1990) 44-45.
Fenestration. The arrangement of windows and other exterior openings on a building.
Form. All buildings have form. This shape of the exterior massing can be classified by describing the
general shape of the floor plan and roof slopes. It is most often used when describing vernacular
buildings.
Front Gable ( 1860-191 0) . The vernacular form of a building, generally a house, in which the triangular
end of the roof faces the street.
Further Information Needed. A building , site, structure, or object that may meet the National Park
Service Criteria for nomination and listing on the National Register of Historic Places after additional
research is completed. These resources are considered active and a record is maintained in the NeHBS
inventory.
Gable. The vernacular form of a building, generally a house, in which the vertical triangular end of a
building from cornice or eaves to ridge.
Gabled Ell (1860-191 0). The vernacular form of a building, generally a house, in which two gabled wings
are perpendicular to one another in order to form an "L"-shaped plan .
Gable end. The triangular end of an exterior wall.
Gable roof. A roof type formed by the meeting of two sloping roof surfaces.
Gambrel roof. A roof type with two slopes on each side, commonly seen on Dutch Colonial Revival
houses and the iconic barn.
Hipped roof. A roof type formed by the meeting of four sloping roof surfaces.
Historic context. The concept used to group related historic properties based upon a theme, a
chronological period, and/or a geographic area .
Integrity. Authenticity of a property 's historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical
characteristics that existed during the property's period of historic significance. Integrity is evaluated
through seven aspects; location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association .
(National Register Bulletin, " How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Inventory. A database of resources evaluated as eligible and/or potentially eligible for the National
Register.

International. (1920-1945) An architectural style characterized by flat roofs, smooth, uniform wall
surfaces, large expanses of windows and a complete absence of ornamentation. Often seen as an
asymmetrical composition placed in a dramatic context, these buildings are finished w ith a variety of
materials. (Biumensen, 1995) 75.
Italian ate Style ( 1870-1890). An architectural style commonly used in residences, these square,
rectangular, or L-shaped, two to three-story buildings have low-pitched, hip roofs, with wide eaves
usually supported by heavy brackets, tall narrow windows, and front porches. In some cases, the roof
may be topped with a cupola . Windows are commonly highlighted with elaborated crowns in an
inverted "U" shape. (McAlester, 1992) 211.
Late Gothic Revival Style ( 1880-1920). An architectural style commonly used on early skyscrapers and
churches and featuring heavy masonry construction. The pointed-arch window openings remain a key
feature; however, designs are more subdued than those of the earlier period.
Location. One of the seven aspects of integrity, location refers to the place where an historic resource
was constructed or the place where the historic event took place. Integrity of location refers to whether
the property has not been moved or relocated since its construction. (National Register Bulletin, "How
to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Materials. One of the seven aspects of integrity, these include the physical elements that were
combined or deposited in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic resource. (National
Register Bulletin, "How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Minimal Traditional (1930-1950). To meet the demand for economical homes during the 1930s, more
simplified housing forms began to emerge. The earliest .of these was the Minimal Traditional House.
These building types developed from the basic bungalow, vernacular Tudor and cottage forms and
were adapted to meet the budgets of developers and home owners. Immediately preceding and
following World War II, this building type dominated large tract-housing developments of the period.
The Minimal Traditional building type is somewhat a larger version of the 1940s Federal Housing
Authority's (FHA) minimum house. (See typology in the following appendix)
Multiple Property Nomination. The National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property documentation
form nominates groups of related significant properties. The themes, trends, and patterns of history
shared by the properties are organized into historic contexts. Property types that represent those historic
contexts are defined within the nomination.
National Register of Historic Places (National Register). The official federal list of districts, buildings, sites,
structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture that are important in the prehistory or history of their community, state, or nation. The program is
administered through the National Park Service by way of State Historic Preservation Offices.
Neo-Classical Style (1900-1920). An architectural style based primarily on the Greek and roman
architectural orders and characterized by a symmetrical facade and usually includes a pediment
portico with classical columns. This style is often found on public buildings, where it is finished in smooth
stone and set in monumental proportions. (Biumenson , 1995) 69.
Non-contributing (National Register definition). A building, site, structure, or object that does not add to
the historic architectural qualities or historic associations for which a resource is significant. The resource

was not present during the period of significance; does not relate to the documented significance of
the property; or due to alterations, disturbances, additions, or other changes, it no longer possesses
historic integrity nor is capable of yielding important information about the period .
Object. A simple and/or small-scale construction not identified as a building or structure; i.e. historic
signs, markers, and monuments. Often designed and/or constructed by an artist.
One-Part Commercial Block. A type of commercial building form, one story tall with distinct urban
design. These buildings should not be confused with free-standing one-story shops. Between 1850 and
1900 in larger urban centers they were often constructed to defray land costs until a larger, more
profitable building could be constructed. (Longstreth, 1987) 54-55.
One-story Cube (circa 1870-1930). The vernacular form of a house, which is one-story and box-like in
massing. Features generally include a low-hipped roof, a full front porch recessed under the roof, little
ornamentation, and simple cladding, such as clapboard. brick, or stucco. Also known as a Prairie Cube.
Period of Significance. Span of time in which a property attained the importance for which it meets the
National Register criteria.
Property type. A classification for a building, structure, site, or object based on its historic use or function.
Queen Anne Style (1880-1900). An architectural style that enjoyed widespread popularity, particularly in
the eastern portion of Nebraska. These houses are typically two stories tall, have asymmetrical facades,
and steeply pitched rooflines of irregular shape. Characteristics include a variety of surface textures on
walls. prominent towers. tall chimneys, and porches with gingerbread trim.
Ranch (1945-1970). An architectural form that was the dominant house type throughout the country
after World War II. These houses have a one-story elongated main mass. asymmetrical facade , and
low-pitched roof with wide eaves. Additional characteristic features include a large picture window on
the front facade, elevated windows, integrated planters, wrought-iron porch supports, wide chimneys,
roof cutouts. and an attached garage or carport. Variations include: Minimal Ranch, Standard Ranch,
Massed Ranch, Raised Ranch, Composite Ranch and lnline Ranch.
Reconnaissance Survey. The process of evaluating all resources within a delineated boundary.
Resource. A building, site, structure, or object.
Setting. One of the seven aspects of integrity, setting is the physical environment of a historic resource
that illustrates the character of the place . Integrity of setting remains when the surroundings have not
been subjected to radical change. (National Register Bulletin, "How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990) 44-45.
Shed roof. A roof consisting of one inclined plane.
Side Gable (1860-1940). The vernacular form of a building, generally a house, in which the gable end of
the roof is perpendicular to the street.
Significance. Importance of a historic property as defined by the National Register criteria in one or
more areas of significance.

Site. The location of a prehistoric or historic event.
Split-level (1955-1975). An architectural style commonly used on residences. Although the building type

was developed during the 1930s, it did not see a large demand until the 1950s. The multi-story form
served as an alternative to the one-story Ranch house. The split level provided a larger house and
addressed a family's need for three types of living space: service areas, living areas and sleeping areas.
This manifested in three levels of interior space created by a two-story wing intercepted at mid-height
by another wing. (See typology in the following appendix)
Structure. Practical constructions not used to shelter human activities; i.e. grain elevators and bridges.

Often designed by an engineer.
Temple Front. A type of form where the fa<;ade is derived from Greek and Roman temples and treated

as one compositional unit. It was commonly used for banks, public, institutional and religious buildings.
(Longstreth, 1987) 100.
Three-Part Vertical Block. A type of commercial building form similar to the two-part commercial block;

these buildings are generally five stories or taller and divided into three distinct zones that are carefully
related to one another. The top and bottom zones are generally one-to three stories tall and more
ornately decorated than the larger center zone. (Longstreth, 1987) 93.
Tudor Revival Style (circa 1920-1940). A style that reflects a blend of a variety of elements from late

English medieval styles. It is identified by steep gables, half-timbering, and mixes of stone, stucco, and
wood.
Two-Part Commercial Block. The most common type of commercial building form; these buildings are

generally two-four stories tall and divided into two distinct zones often having little visual relationship.
(Longstreth, 1987) 24.
Two-Part Vertical Block. A type of commercial building form similar to the two-part commercial block;

these buildings are generally five stories or taller and divided into two distinct zones that are carefully
related to one another. (Longstreth, 1987) 82.
A functional, simplistic building or structure without stylistic details.
buildings were usually designed by the builder, not by an architect.
Vernacular.

Vernacular form

Vault. A type of commercial building form similar to the enframed window wall; these buildings are

generally two to three stories tall and are characterized by facades with a large, tall and comparatively
narrow center opening. Other fm;ade penetrations are smalL if they exist. (Longstreth, 1987) 109.
Workmanship. One of the seven aspects of integrity, workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts
of a particular culture or people during any given period of history. Workmanship can furnish evidence
of the technology of the craft, illustrate the aesthetic principles of a historic period, and reveal
individual, local, regional, or national applications of both technological practices and aesthetic
principles. (National Register Bulletin, "How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation"; 1990)
44-45.

A building can be classified in a number of different ways. Typically an architectural historian uses a
building's architectural style of building type to understand the history and characteristics of a period of
time or cultural and economic forces that influence how an area developed. Although many texts
have been written about residential architectural style and early building types few have been
composed regarding mid-century homes, in particular ranch style housing types.
Building types are defined by a structure's function , floor plan, configuration (shape), number of stories
(height), roof configuration and fenestration arrangements. While some building types tend to be
commonly associated with one or more architectural styles, type is not determined by style. Several
buildings which are all of the same type may each be of a different architectural style. In addition,
many ordinary buildings which have no particular architectural style at all can often be identified and
classified by type.
The following document outlines of a number of mid-century residential ranch style building types seen
in the four survey areas. It is by no means a complete list, but instead a comprehensive start.

Building Type: Ranch
Description: Although the ranch building form was originated in the mid-1930s, it did not gain
nationwide acceptance until the mid 1940s, 1950s and 1960s when it became a popular suburban form
and dominated American domestic construction. Based loosely on traditional Spanish Colonial
precedents and nineteenth-century Northern California American ranches, the modern ranch house
borrowed from the California Craftsman home and Prairie School modernism. This building type, with its
maximizing fac;ade width situated on much larger lots than traditional building forms, was made
possible by the country's increasing dependence on the automobile. Garages became an integrated
feature and at times were a prominent design element.
The primary focus of this house type shifted from the street to the back yard, exhibited by minimal
porches and an inconspicuous entry as compared with late 191h and early 201h century styles. Instead
backyard patios, borrowed from Spanish houses, attempted to integrate the home with the outside
while providing privacy for the family. Ranch homes also typically have a low silhouette and little
decorative detailing.
Variations : Minimal Ranch, Standard Ranch, Massed Ranch, Raised Ranch, Composite Ranch, lnline
Ranch

Basic Form: Ranch
Basic Form Variation : Minimal Ranch
Other Names: None
Common Elements:
a. Simple linear plan, typically no wings
b. Low building silhouette
c . One story
d . Basement is not elevated ; use of window wells
e. Side-gabled medium pitched roof
f. Moderate closed eaves
g . Small front porch or entry stoop usually placed off-center
h. Generally features a large, center picture window with operable side windows
i. Detached garage or carport
j. Building lots smaller than other Ranch variations
Illustrations:

Basic Form: Ranch
Basic Form Variation: Standard Ranch
Other Names: None
Common Elements:
a . Simple linear plan , typically no wings
b. Low building silhouette
c . One story
d . Basement is not elevated ; use of window wells
e. Side-gabled medium to low p itched roof
f. Moderate closed eaves
g. Small front porch or entry stoop usually placed off-center
h. Generally features a large, center picture window with operable side windows
i. Other windows are often paired units
j. Attached garage; typically one-car, but can be two-car
k. Building lots are wider than lots for Minimal Ranches but smaller than for other Ranch variations
Illustrations:

Basic Form: Ranch
Basic Form Variation: Raised Ranch
Other Names: None
Description: A Raised Ranch shares many of the same comment elements found in a Standard Ranch .
The primary difference is the relationship the building has with the exterior grade. In a raised ranch
upper and lower floors are visible. Typically the upper floor reflects a Standard Ranch plan, massing,
and overall composition . It is on this level that a small front porch or entry stoop is located, although it
can be located on the lower level. Instead of placing the garage adjacent to the rest of the house it is
tucked beneath on the lower level along with other utility/service functions.

Common Elements:
a . Simple linear plan, typically no wings
b. Two-story
c. Side-gabled or hipped, medium to low p itched roof
d . Moderate closed eaves
e. Front porch or entry stoop usually placed off-center
f. Generally features a large, center picture window with operable side windows
g . Other windows are often paired units
h. Attached garage; typically one-car, but can be two-car
i. Building lots are wider than lots for Minimal Ranches but smaller than other Ranch variations
Illustrations:

Basic Form: Ranch
Basic Form Variation : Massed Ranch
Other Names: None

Common Elements:
a. Footprint more square in form
b . Emphasis on cubic mass
c. One story
d . Basement is not elevated; use of window wells
e . Typically medium-pitched hipped roof; but can be low pitched and have multiple hipped
planes
f. Moderate to wide, closed eaves
g . Small front porch or entry stoop
h. Generally features a large, center picture window with operable side windows
i. Other windows are often paired units
j. Detached or attached one-car garage or carport
k. Building lot size varies
Illustrations:

Basic Form : Ranch
Basic Form Variation : Composite Ranch
Other Names: "L", "T" or "U" Plan Ranch

Common Elements:
a. "L", "T" or "U" footprint
b. Low silhouette
c. One story
d . Basement is not elevated; use of window wells
e. Low-pitched cross gable or hipped roofs
f. Moderate to wide, closed eaves
g. Brick/stone veneers with features emphasizing horizontality
h. Generally feature a large picture window
i. Other windows are often paired units
j. Attached garage or carport; typically one-car, but can be two-car
k. Building lot size varies
Illustrations:

Basic Form: Ranch
Basic Form Variation : lnline Ranch
Other Names: Rambling Ranch
Common Elements:
a. Linear plan, often with telescoping ends
b. Low silhouette
c. One story
d . Basement is not elevated; use of window wells
e . Low-pitched gable or hipped roofs
f. Wide, closed eaves
g. Asymmetrical fa<;ade
h. Brick/stone veneers with features emphasizing horizontality
i. Generally feature a long ribbon of operable windows
j. Other windows are often paired units
k. Attached double car garage
I. Larger building lots
Illustrations:

Building Type: Split Level
Other Names: Tri-level
Description: Although the building type was developed during the 1930s, it did not see a large demand
until the 1950s. The multi-story form served as an alternative to the one-story Ranch house. The split level
provided a larger house and addressed a family's need for three types of living space : service areas,
living areas and sleeping areas. This manifested in three levels of interior space created by a two-story
wing intercepted at mid-height by another wing.

Typically the garage and the informal f9mily room are located on the lower level, the mid-level wing
houses the kitchen and more formal living/dining room and the upper level contains the bedrooms.
There may or may not be a basement below the mid level.
Common Elements:
a. Linear plan
b . Mid-story level connected at mid-height to a two-story wing.
c. Low pitched hipped or gable roof
d. Eaves vary
e . Asymmetrical fa<;ade
f. Mixed exterior finish materials- clapboard, brick, stone
g. Generally feature a large picture window
h. Attached single or two-car garage
i. Building lot size varies
Illustrations:

Building Type: Bi-Level
Other Names: Two-Level Split Ranch
Description: The bi-level building type evolved from the two building types mentioned earlier, the ranch
and the split-level. The entry of a bi-level home leads to a stair landing halfway between two stories.
Most often the lower story is a raised basement. The bi-level was a more efficient way of constructing
than a split-level and provided more space than a ranch .

Beyond the entrance landing, the house functions as a two-story home with the formal living and
bedrooms spaces on the upper floor and the family room, utility space and garage on the lower level.
Common Elements:
a. Simple linear plan
b. One-and-a-half-story
c . Raised basement
d. Lower level windows above grade level
e. Side gable, medium pitched roof
f. Moderate to wide eaves
g. Mid-level main entry
h. Vernacular Colonial, Tudor, or populist modern detailing
i. Attached single or two-car garage
Illustrations:

Building Type: Contemporary Ranch
Other Names: American International
Description:
Popular among architect-designed home built between the 1950s and 1960, the
contemporary building type has two distinct subtypes most easily identified by the roof shape. The
Contemporary Flat Roof building type was derived from the International Style in regards to its massing
and plan arrangement, but differs in its integration with the landscape and use of materials. The
Contemporary Gable Roof is more influenced by Craftsman and Prairie styles in regards to its detailing.

Common Elements for
Contemporary Flat Roof:
a . Open plan
b. Typically one-story
c. Flat roof
d. Exposed structural elements
e. Lack of decorative detailing
f. Building lot size varies

Common Elements for
Contemporary Gable Roof:
a. Open plan
b. Typically one-story
c. Gable, asymmetrical shed or butterfly
d . Exposed structural elements
e. Lack of decorative detailing
f. Building lot size varies

Illustrations:

Illustrations:

